Introduction to English and American Literature
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Monday, 2.15-3.45 pm, BTK Z 108
Veronika Schandl, schandl.veronika@btk.ppke.hu  

The aim of the seminar is to familiarize students with the basic skills of reading, interpreting and analyzing literary texts, as well as with different schools of criticism. To do this, the seminars will cover a variety of works from different periods of English and American literature. Students will be required to respond to texts in writing and during the classes, as well as prepare for two in-class tests. 

Course schedule: 

Week 1 (13 September)
General introduction, course requirements – Why we read, how we read, what is interpretative reading? 
Week 2 (20 September)
Images - William Carlos Williams: The Red Wheelbarrow, The Poem, The Rose, This is Just to Say, etc.
Week 3 (27 September)
Form and content - The sonnet tradition - Poems by Shakespeare, Wyatt, Donne, Wordsworth, etc. 
Week 4 (4 October)

Postmodern Poetry, or Embracing the Chaos (
Week 5 (11 October)

James Joyce: “Araby” 

In-class definition test #1

Week 6 (18 October)
Vladimir Nabokov: “Signs and Symbols” 
FALL BREAK 

Week 7 (8 November)

F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby

Week 8 (15 November)
F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby (continued)
Week 9 (22 November)
The Great Gatsby – film + an introduction to film studies
Week 10 (29 November)
William Shakespeare: The Taming of the Shrew – part 1
Week 11 (6 December)
William Shakespeare: The Taming of the Shrew – part 2
Week 12 (13 December)       
The Taming of the Shrew – film versions, discussion  
In-class definition test #2
Course requirements:

· Active participation in class (DO NOT miss more than three classes!!!!)

· One-page essays on given topics– Should you miss a class please hand in the required essay via email (see above) by Monday evening the same week. Each missing essay is a 1! (One grade can later be omitted at the end of the term)

· In-class definition tests  

In case of a COVID-related lockdown the class will switch to online sessions on Teams. 
