Medieval and Renaissance English Literature
Monday 10.15-11.45 am, BTK Z 307
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Veronika Schandl, schandl.veronika@btk.ppke.hu 
The seminar aims to give a short introduction to the main trends of English medieval and Renaissance literature, and to familiarize students with the most important authors, genres and works of the period. It does, however, NOT give an overall survey of the period – for that student must attend the lecture course ( 

Course schedule: 
Week 1 (13 September)
Introduction, medieval riddles 

Week 2 (20 September)
The story of Caedmon, Old English poetry (The Wanderer, The Seafarer)

Week 3 (27 September)
Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales (General Prologue, The Wife of Bath’s Prologue +Tale) 
Week 4 (4 October)

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Week 5 (11 October)
Medieval Drama: The Second Shepherd’s Play, Everyman (T)
 
Week 6 (18 October) 
The Elizabethan sonnet: Wyatt, Spenser, Shakespeare
FALL BREAK

Week 7 (8 November)
 
Elizabethan drama: William Shakespeare: Richard III 

First essay due
 Week 8 (15 November)
Elizabethan drama: William Shakespeare: Macbeth 
Week 9 (22 November) 
Elizabethan drama: William Shakespeare: Othello
Week 10 (29 November)
Elizabethan drama: William Shakespeare: Twelfth Night (T)
Week 11 (6 December)
Elizabethan drama: William Shakespeare: The Tempest
Week 12 (13 December)
The afterlife of the Renaissance – Postmodern appropriations 


Second essay due
Requirements:
· Attendance: do not miss more than three classes – four classes missed result in an extra (third) seminar paper to be written, five classes missed mean a ’nem teljesített tanegység’.
· In-class tests: (marked with a T above) You will have to answer 5 short questions about the required readings. 
· Two short home essays: on a specific aspect of a work, we have discussed in class, or another work of zour choice – one medieval, one Renaissance (4 pages, TNR 12, double spaced). Any source you use in your work must be acknowledged and referenced; plagiarised papers automatically result in failure. Each essay should have TWO scholarly sources as references. (i.e: not Wikipedia, schmoop, sparknotes, etc.)
· Should you wish to only write 3 pages in your essay, you can redeem that one page by writing a theatre/film/game review (one-page long) on a medieval or Renaissance work of your choice. 
In case of a COVID-related lockdown the course will continue online via Teams. 
