Reading William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night
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Wednesday 10.15-11.45, BTK Z 307
Veronika Schandl schandl.veronika@btk.ppke.hu 
The course is as much as its title indicates. We are going to read, very closely, almost in slow motion, William Shakespeare’s last romantic comedy, Twelfth Night. Doing so, we will pay extra attention to its characters, language, imagery and cultural connotations – things that might go lost when read quicker. 

Course schedule: 
Week 1 (15 September)
The difficulties of reading Shakespeare – an introduction

Week 2 (22 September)
Renaissance comedy – an introduction
Week 3 (29 September)
Twelfth Night: Introduction + Act 1, scene 1, scene 2
Week 4 (6 October)
 Twelfth Night: Act 1, scene 3, scene 4, scene 5
Week 5 (13 October)


Twelfth Night: Act 2, scene 1, scene 2, scene 3
Week 6 (20 October)


FALL BREAK
Week 7 (3 November)
Mid-term test
Week 8 (10 November) 
Twelfth Night: Act 2, scene 4, scene 5
Week 9 (17 November)
Twelfth Night: Act 2, scene 4, scene 5
Week 10 (24 November)
Twelfth Night: Act 3, scene 1, scene 2
Week 11 (1 December)
Twelfth Night: Act 3, scene 3, scene 4
NO CLASS ON 8 December

Week 12 (15 December)

End-of-term test
Course requirements: 
· Regular class attendance (DO NOT MISS MORE THAN 3 CLASSES!)

· Active participation in class discussions (you cannot get a 5 if you are never heard in class)

· Successful mid-term and end-of-the-term test

· We might not follow the exact order of scenes indicated on the course schedule – please, consult me, or your peers before each class about what you should read. 
Notes for a successful class:

· Please, always bring a text to class – at least those scenes we intend to read. The best is a critical edition – I am happy to send you a pdf of the Cambridge edition, just email me. 

· Please, prepare the text before the class – look up new words, underline sentences you don’t understand, write sidenotes, ask questions, etc. 

In case of a COVID-related lockdown the course will continue online via Teams
