Reading Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club (An MA Course)
Instructor: Ildikó Limpár
Week 1: February 8 Introduction

Week 2: February 15
Jing-mei Woo: “The Joy Luck Club”
Presentation topic #1: on the importance of the Five Elements theory
An-mei Hsu: “Scar”
Presentation topic #2: on ancestor veneration and on Chinese ghosts
Week 3: February 22
Lindo Jong: “The Red Candle”
Presentation topic #3: on the importance of the Chinese horoscope
Ying-ying St. Clair: “The Moon Lady” 
Presentation topic #4: on the importance of the yin-yang
Structure of the first section
Week 4: February 29
Lena St. Clair: “The Voice from the Wall”
Presentation topic #5: on the importance of the Feng Shui (building and furniture)
Waverly Jong: “Rules of the Game”; 
Week 5: March 7
Jing-mei Woo: “Two Kinds”

Rose Hsu Jordan: “Half and Half”

Structure of the second structure
Week 6: March 17 Non-teaching day
Week 7: March 21 Spring break
Week 8: March 28 Spring break
Week 9: April 4 
Lena St. Clair: “Rice Husband”; 

Waverly Jong: “Four Directions”

Week 10: April 11
Rose Hsu Jordan: “Without Wood”

Jing-Mei Woo: “Best Quality”

Structure of the third section

Week 11: April 18
An-mei Hsu: “Magpies”

Ying-ying St. Clair: “Waiting Between the Trees”

Week 12: April 25
Lindo Jong: “Double Face”

Jing-mei Woo: “A Pair of Tickets”

Week 13: May 2
Drawing conclusions

Week 14: May 9 
Evaluation
Course requirements:
· Active participation in class. You may be absent on three occasions. 

· Reading the pieces to be discussed and bringing a copy of the prepared texts and your notes to class. (Reading the text on a mobile phone in class is not an option.)

· Handing in all the required written assignments in time. The assignments are as follows: 

1. Regular preparation for class by marking key sentences: you need to select two (non-consecutive) sentences of special importance in each of the stories we read in this semester. Send your selected sentences in an email to limparildi@gmail.com until 8 p. m. Sunday (that is, the evening before the class takes place). You do not need to comment on your choice in writing; instead, be prepared to explain briefly in class what significance your chosen sentences have in the stories. You may skip this exercise on three occasions including the classes you miss.
2. 1 mini essay of 2 pages: choose one story to be discussed before the spring break and write a very brief essay in which you elaborate on the importance of one of the sentences that you chose. There is no need to use secondary literature for this assignment; but if you do use a source, meet the scholarly requirements of referencing.
3. 1 longer essay of 4-5 pages using minimum 3 scholarly secondary sources. Choose a theme connected to cultural difference and discuss its treatment in one or two stories (that are scheduled to be discussed in class after spring break). 
(Alternative option: the same task in another novel by Amy Tan. In this special case, deadline is May 9.)

· All written assignments must be handed in before the discussion of the specific literary works they focus on. 
· Use double space, 12 pt., Times New Roman, normal margins of 2 cms.

· Make sure your essay has a thesis in the introductory paragraph, for which you present sufficient support in the supporting paragraphs, leading you to a conclusion in the last paragraph.
4. 1 oral presentation: oral presentations (of about 15 minutes) are assigned to each student. Scheduling of the presentation may not be moved, for they are connected to the stories to be discussed afterward.
The final mark depends on:
· Long essay: 50%; Oral presentation + mini essay: 25% Active class work: 25%.
· Please note that the above indicated percentages suggest only a general guideline in evaluation, as I do not make an exact mathematical calculation. When evaluating your essays, I'll consider content, structure and formal requirements (etc. source indication), as well.
