MA English Syntax BBK Spring 2015
This is a double test composed of Test3 plus the retake of Test2.

Topics/terminology for the retake of Test2

Huddleston, R. (ms.) A Short Overview of English Syntax Sections 1--6 PLUS:

Configurational/non-configurational language, SVO language, constituents, (syntactic) categories vs. (grammatical) functions (= sentence elements), word-level categories (word classes), phrasal/phrase-level categories, NP/VP/AP/AdvP/PP, clause, sentence, simple sentence, complex sentence, subordination, compound sentence, coordination, main/matrix clause, subordinate clause (subclause), canonical vs. non-canonical clauses, complement vs. adjunct, verb forms (plain form (bare infinitive), plain present, 3rd person singular present, preterite (“second form”), gerund-participle (present participle, -ing form), past participle (-en form, “third form”)), modal vs. non-modal (aspectual) auxiliaries (PERF have, PROG be, PASS be – aspects and voice), main verbs (=full/lexical) (transitive (mono-, di-, complex-), intransitive, copular), multi-word verbs (phrasal vs. prepositional vs. phrasal-prepositional).

For sample questions, see the file originally uploaded as “Info on Test2”.
Topics/terminology #3

Huddleston, R. (ms.) A Short Overview of English Syntax Sections 7--10, 13 PLUS:
Types of pronoun: personal/reflexive/possessive (central pronouns); reciprocal; relative; interrogative; demonstrative; indefinite (positive (universal, assertive, nonassertive), negative), case (nominative, accusative), gender (masculine, feminine, neuter (nonpersonal)), determiners (pre-, central, post-), countable/uuncountable nouns, tense, aspect, voice, backshift, main/matrix clause, subordinate(d) clause (subclause), verb forms: finite vs. non-finite (finite = inflected/tensed), formal (finite/non-finite; interrogative/non-interrog.) and functional (content (nominal, adverbial), relative, comparative) divisions of clauses, relative clauses (restrictive/defining, supplementary (non-restrictive/non-defining, sentential), headed/proper vs. headless/fused, wh-/that-/zero relative), attributive/predicative use of adjectives, positive/comparative/superlative grade, gradable/non-gradable adjectives, VP/S-adverbs, preposition stranding/pied piping.
Sample questions

1. Give an example of each of the following terms/notions:

i. noun followed by a PP complement:

ii. reciprocal pronoun:

iii. reflexive pronoun:

iv. indefinite positive universal pronoun:

v. third person singular masculine accusative personal pronoun:

vi. never-attributive (= predicative-only) adjective:

vii. preposition stranding:

viii. pied piping:

ix. NP with a central and a post-determiner:

x. sentence with an S-adverb (underline the S-adverb!):

2. Compare the meaning and the grammar of the word hair in He pulled out a white hair and He has white hair.

3. Discuss the grammatical status/behaviour of jury in The jury haven’t yet reached a decision.

4. Use the following words to make a well-formed sentence. Explain the order of the determiners.
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5. Form a future perfect progressive passive construction with the verb do. Specify the subcategories of the verbal elements in it. What tense is it in? Which elements are aspectual? Which element determines the voice of the construction?

6. What is the category of the word fast? Support your choice with example sentences.

7. Which type(s) of relative clauses does Huddleston refer to as supplementary? Why?

8. Which type(s) of clauses does Huddleston refer to as closed interrogative and open interrogative? What are the traditional names of these interrogative types?

9. Specify the subcategory of the underlined words on the basis of the following sentences.

a. *I’ve got two news for you: a good one and a bad one


b. The police are blocking off the street where the accident occurred


c. *He told that he was hungry


d. *Doctors treat ill people with medication


e. *He asked that could we meet on Friday

         (* = ill-formed/ungrammatical)

10. Find the subclauses in the following sentences and determine their formal (finite/non-finite, interrogative/non-interrogative) and functional characteristics.
a. I’m not sure what I want. 
b. This is what I want.  
c. Süsü likes chasing butterflies. 
d. All he did was remove the wrapping. 
e. Walking home last night, I bumped into John.
11. Find the subclauses in the following sentences and indicate whether they are interrogative (INT), finite (FIN), have a non-overt/empty subject (PRO). Then, specify their function. The first one has been done for you.
	
	INT?
	FIN?
	function?

	(0) I think that John will win the race
	no
	yes
	direct object

	(1) To visit Paris was a wonderful experience
	
	
	

	(2) I wonder whether John will build a house
	
	
	

	(3) We are anxious for her to win the award
	
	
	

	(4) Her mother, who is a retired teacher, lives in Boston
	
	
	

	(5) All products made in China are very cheap
	
	
	


12. Explain the ambiguity of the phrase feed my baby turtles, as illustrated in the following comic strip. What is the subcategory of the verb in the two interpretations?
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13. Compare the subcategory of the verb return in the following two cases.
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14. Give an example of a NP which contains a headed non-finite relative clause. Discuss the status of the subject in the relative clause.

15. Compare what the interrogative pronoun and what the relative pronoun. How is the use of the latter restricted?

16. Which is the non-finite verb form that is usually found in non-interrogative non-finite clauses functioning as complements of prepositions? Give an example.
