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The aim of this semester is to prepare a seminar paper according to the norms of academic essay-writing. You will be introduced to the basic formal requirements of academic essays, to the use of bibliographies and to library and database research. This process will be accompanied by a systematic development of writing techniques. The seminar also gives you aid to develop argumentative skills.

Course material

The Department BA thesis guideline at:

http://btk.ppke.hu/uploads/articles/135506/file/BA%20thesis%20guide_Literary%20and%20cultural%20topics-2016.pdf
Contents and tasks
	Date
	In-class activity and topics
	Deadlines (assignments to be submitted)

	15 Sep
	The basics: paragraph, thesis, argument, academic essay
	

	22 Sep
	Criteria for academic topics: What counts as an academic argument? 
Technique: parts of the paper, lay-out (essentials in word processing)
	

	29 Sep
	Generating ideas about a topic: Facts, interpretations, value judgments

Technique: spelling and punctuation
	Tentative topic and thesis for the seminar paper

	6 Oct
	How (and why) to write an outline?

Technique: capitalization, italics and quotation marks
	Proposal for the final topic of the seminar paper: presentation of the problem analysed; thesis of the paper

	13 Oct
	No class

	20 Oct
	Research: How to discover secondary literature?
	Outline of the final home paper

	27 Oct
	Argumentative strategies
	Tentative bibliography for the paper

	3 Nov
	Autumn break

	10 Nov
	The presentation of the thesis: Introductions and conclusions
	

	17 Nov
	The documentation system of academic papers: the MLA system
	First draft of the final paper

Choosing peer-readers for the paper (they should get a copy of their peer’s work)

	24 Nov
	Consultation I: Discussion of the first drafts in threes. (Only half of the group is supposed to come to this class.)
	Peer-readers should read the paper of their pair.

	1 Dec
	Consultation II: Discussion of the first draft in threes. (Only the remaining half of the group is supposed to come to this class.)
	Peer-readers should read the paper of their pair.

	8 Dec
	Holiday
	The final version of the paper (for those who came to Consultation I)

	15 Dec
	Developing argumentative strategies on the basis of the first drafts
	The final version of the home paper (for those who came to Consultation II)


Requirements
(1) Regular attendance: do not miss more than 2 classes (the semester is very short). Make sure you do not miss the consultation class. If you miss more than two classes, the course is unachieved.
(2) The submission of all assignments
Deadlines: The deadline for submissions is always the beginning of the seminar. The written assignments have to be submitted in print. If you fail to submit the first draft and/or the final version of the home paper by the deadline, the course is unachieved.
Assessment

Only the final paper will be graded according to the criteria of the BA thesis. All the other assignments will have to be improved until they are up to the standard. If your task cannot be accepted, you will have to revise them until acceptable quality is reached. In assessing your overall achievement, the following aspects will be taken into consideration:

· keeping deadlines

· the quality of first submissions
· the number of revisions (except for the seminar paper where everyone has to submit one revision)

· the progress from the first draft to the final version of the seminar paper

· the grade of the final seminar paper
Seminar ethics: You are responsible not only for your own home paper, but you will read someone else’s work (as peer-reader) and give thoughtful contributions to it. During the series of consultations the authors of the home papers are invited together with their peer-readers.
Plagiarism

Academic research and its presentation are embedded in a large dialogue. In the process of thinking and arguing we are necessarily influenced by others: we borrow ideas from other writings and integrate them into our own. You can use others’ ideas or words in form of literal quotes or paraphrases, but you must indicate the source of quotes, paraphrased passages, and all sorts of factual information in all cases. The failure of keeping a correct record of borrowed material, either due to ignorance or to deliberate theft of ideas, is plagiarism. Papers showing evident signs of plagiarism will fail.
Enjoy the semester!
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