BBLAN02600 US History

Spring 2015

History of the USA (BBLAN 02600)

Lecturer: Karáth Tamás PhD (tamas.karath@gmail.com)

Courses: 14 and 28 February (13.15-17.15)
The two sessions of this term will allow us a very concise survey of major topics in American history. The lectures will give you guidelines to the main issues, always focusing on some of the most important primary sources. Outlines and illustrative materials will be uploaded on the Department website, under my profile and the code of this course (BBLAN02600: US History). Attendance of the lectures is not a prerequisite for the signature.
Session 1 (14 February)
(A) American concepts of history. Periods of American history
(B) Colonial America and the War of Independence: From the earliest colonial settlements to the birth of the USA. The American Creed: The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution
(C) Major issues in 19th-century American history

· The early years of the Republic, 1776-1815
· The peculiar institution: Slavery in North America

· The westward movement
Sources in focus: The Mayflower Compact; Cotton Mather’s The Wonders of the Invisible World and John Winthrop’s A Model of Christian Charity, The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution
Session 2 (28 February)
A) Civil War and Reconstruction

B) Issues in 20th century American history
· Interventionism vs. isolationism as a key dilemma of foreign policy

· The Cold War and its interpretations

· Post-WWII American society

Sources in focus: the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address; Plessy vs. Ferguson, Wilson’s 14 points, McCarthy’s speech in Wheeling, The Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court decision; Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” and Letter from a Birmingham Jail
Examination procedure

The concluding exam will consist of both written and oral parts: (1) a written entry test containing 15 fact questions related to fundamental persons and concepts of American history, (2) discussion of one of the primary sources listed below, and (3) the presentation of an aspect or period of American history from the list of topics below. Tasks 2 and 3 are part of the oral exam, which you can pass provided that you had scored at least 7 points in the written entry test. You have to prepare for all sources and topics of the list, and you will have to discuss one item of both groups at the exam. The content of the exam is based on Bryn O’Callaghan’s An Illustrated History of the USA, Longman, 1990 (available in a restricted number of copies in the Faculty Library), as well as on the primary sources. 
(1) Fact questions

Gap-filling exercise: you will have to fill in the missing information in 15 sentences. This task will focus on the key persons, events and concepts of American history figuring in O’Callaghan’s Illustrated History of the USA. Here you find the list of persons and concepts to check for this part of the exam:
Colonial America

	indentured servants

Jamestown

Mayflower

Mayflower Compact

Massachusetts Bay Colony

Middle Colonies

New England

Pilgrim Fathers

Puritans

Quakers

Treaty of Paris

Virginia Company

Seven Years War (French-Indian War)

burgesses

Thanksgiving
	Christopher Columbus

William Penn

Pocahontas

Amerigo Vespucci

Roger Williams

John Winthrop

John Smith


War of Independence and the Early Years of the Republic

	Articles of Confederation

Confederacy

Lexington

Battle of New Orleans

Saratoga

Bill of Rights

Boston Massacre

Boston Tea Party

Continental Congress (first and second)

Stamp Act

Constitutional convention 

Principles of the Constitution

Declaration of Independence

Federalist Party 

Federalist Era

judicial review

Lewis and Clerk expedition

Marbury vs. Madison

Minutemen

Northwest Ordinance

Northwest Territory

unalienable rights of man

Louisiana Purchase
	John Adams 

Benjamin Franklin

Thomas Jefferson

Marquis de Lafayette

John Marshall

Thomas Paine

George Washington


1815-1861

	Fugitive Slave Act

Indian Removal Act of 1830

frontier

manifest destiny

Missouri Compromise

Monroe Doctrine

Trail of Tears

Mexican-American War

Sioux Indians

The Liberator

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Underground Railroad

Republican Party

Democratic Party
	John Brown

Stephen Douglas

William Lloyd Garrison

Andrew Jackson

Abraham Lincoln

James Monroe

James K. Polk

Dred Scott

Harriet Tubman


Civil War and Reconstruction

	abolitionists

Appomattox

Emancipation Proclamation

Gettysburg (battle and address)

impeachment

Reconstruction

Vicksburg
	Jefferson Davies

Ulysses Grant

Andrew Johnson

Robert E. Lee

William T. Sherman


1877-1918

	Battle of Wounded Knee

Black Codes

Black Hills (Gold rush)

cattle towns

cowboy

Dollar diplomacy

Ellis Island

Gold rush (California)

Ku Klux Klan

Lusitania

The Maine incident

Melting Pot

NAACP

“New Freedom”

“New immigration”

Panama Canal

Plessy vs. Ferguson decision

Progressive movement

Roosevelt’s Corollary

Spanish-American War

Square deal

Wilson’s 14 points
	General Custer

Thomas Alva Edison

Theodore Roosevelt

Sitting Bull

Woodrow Wilson




1918-1945

	Agricultural Adjustment Administration

Battle of Midway

bootleggers

Civilian Conservation Corps

D Day

Depression

Hiroshima, Nagasaki

Immigration Act of 1924 (Reed-Johnson Act)

League of Nations

New Deal

Pearl Harbor attack

Sacco and Vanzetti case

“speakeasies”

Tennessee Valley Authority

Wall Street Crash
	Dwight D. Eisenhower

Franklin Delano Roosevelt


Post-WWII

	Civil Rights Act of 1964

Black Muslims

Bay of Pigs incident

Brown vs. Board of Education, Topeka

Civil rights movement

Cold War

containment policy

Cuban Missile Crisis

détente

Domino theory

Kent State University incident

Marshall Plan

massive retaliation policy

Medicaid

Medicare

Montgomery Bus Boycott

Sit-in movement

NATO

Peace Corps

Truman Doctrine

Korean War

Vietnam War

Watergate affair

Watts riot

March on Washington, D.C. (“I Have a Dream”)
	Jimmy Carter

John Foster Dulles

Lyndon B. Johnson

John F. Kennedy

Henry Kissinger

Martin Luther King

Joseph McCarthy

Richard M. Nixon

Rosa Parks

Ronald Reagan

Harry S. Truman


(2) Primary sources

Read all of the following sources of American history. 
· The Mayflower Compact

http://www.ushistory.org/documents/mayflower.htm
· Cotton Mather’s The Wonders of the Invisible World and John Winthrop’s A Model of Christian Charity

Passages in the Norton Anthology of American Literature, vol. 1
· The Declaration of Independence

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/
· The Constitution of the USA (with amendments)

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html
· Lincoln’s Final Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/transcript.html
· Lincoln’s Address Delivered at the Dedication of the Cemetery at Gettysburg (aka The Gettysburg Address), November 19, 1863

http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm
· The Plessy vs. Ferguson case, 1896

http://supreme.justia.com/us/163/537/case.html
· Wilson’s 14 points, January 8, 1918

http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/President_Wilson's_Fourteen_Points
· McCarthy’s speech in Wheeling, West Virginia

http://us.history.wisc.edu/hist102/pdocs/mccarthy_wheeling.pdf
· The Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court decision, Topeka, 1954
http://supreme.justia.com/us/347/483/case.html
· Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
· Martin Luther King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/resources/article/annotated_letter_from_birmingham/
(3) Issues of American history

Lastly, you will have to elaborate the following presentation topics on the basis of O’Callaghan’s An Illustrated History of the USA:
1. Colonial America

2. The birth of the USA and the American nation. The first years of the Republic (presidencies of Washington, Adams and Jefferson)

3. The westward movement in the 19th century until the closing of the frontier

4. Slavery in America: The roots of the “peculiar institution,” slave trade, the tension between North and South, abolitionism, and the Emancipation Proclamation

5. Civil war and reconstruction

6. The “Gilded Age” and the Progressive Era

7. US Foreign Policy from the late 19th century to the end of WWI

8. The Dilemma of America’s role in the interwar years

9. America in WWII and the beginnings of the bipolar system

10. Post-WWII US: Fighting the Cold War outside. Sources of the Cold War, Truman, Atomic Diplomacy, Korea and Vietnam

11. Post-WWII US: Fighting the Cold War inside. McCarthyism, Johnson’s ‘Great Society,’ the civil rights movement and black struggle, feminism, the emergence of the ‘New Right’ and Neo-Conservatism

Feel free to contact me by e-mail with all eventual questions and problems in connection with the course. I wish you a nice semester
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