BBLAN 23000: BA Module of Culture and History

British Identity: Past and Present

Spring 2016

BBLAN 23000: BA Module of Culture and History (Lecture)
British Identity: Past and Present
Welcome to this course!
Sessions: 
12 March, 13.15-14.45


19 March, 8.30-10.00


16 April, 8.30-10.45
Lecturer: Karáth Tamás (tamas.karath@gmail.com)

The lectures will survey the changing concepts of Britishness and the major factors that have recently challenged British identity. The lectures will elaborate on certain themes already familiar from your British civilization studies, such as devolution, immigration and ethnic-religious diversity, while they will also seek to revisit these issues from different perspectives. The regular attendance of the course is highly encouraged, as the exam is mostly based on the lecture contents. The written assignment to be submitted for the exam is also bound to the attendance of at least one of the three sessions.
Sessions
12 March – Part 1: Coming to terms: nation, ethnicity, national and ethnic identities

Part 2: The idea of the British nation and the twentieth-century discourse of the crisis of Britishness

19 March – Devolution and national identity
16 April – Immigration, diversity and Britishness
Exam

The course will be concluded with an exam consisting of two parts:

(1) You will have to submit a written summary of one of the sessions in the length of 3 pages. The deadline of online submission is 14 May. The summary should be a continuously written text, containing the major points and conclusion of the lecture. The format should conform to the requirements of the BA thesis:

https://btk.ppke.hu/uploads/articles/135506/file/BA%20thesis%20guide_Literary%20and%20cultural%20topics-2013%281%29.pdf
(2) An oral colloquy in which you will have to present a ten-minute speech on one of the topics in the list below. (You will have to prepare for all topics, and you will receive one of them at the exam.) Topics for the exam:
i. The forging of British identity in the 18th and 19th centuries

ii. The pillars of British identity in the late Victorian period

iii. Britishness in the first half of the 20th century

iv. A history of post-WWII immigration and the politics of British nationality

v. Identities in Wales before and after devolution

vi. Post-devolution Scottish identities

vii. Devolution and Englishness

viii. British or English: Confusions of terms in the 19th and 20th centuries

ix. British Muslims and their identities

x. Ethnic minorities and their identities in the UK

xi. Protestantism in Britain: Then and now

xii. Contemporary challenges of Britishness

The ten-minute presentation should be a carefully constructed “speech” with introduction (ca. 2 min, containing the description of your topic and a clearly stated thesis); discussion of the thesis with due support (ca. 6 min) and a conclusion (ca. 2 min). After your talk, you will have to answer a few questions related to your presentation. The presentation should be based on the obligatory readings, as well as on other scholarly materials that you have discovered in the course of your preparation. In the speech you also have to reflect on the sources you have used for the speech.
List of obligatory readings

Abercrombie, Nicholas and Alan Warde, eds. Contemporary British Society. 3rd edition. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000, Chapter 8: “Ethnicity and Racism”, pp. 226-63. (Faculty Library shelf-mark: 293.618)

Bruce, Steve. “Religious Culture in Contemporary Britain,” in David Morley and Kevin Robins, eds., British Cultural Studies. Oxford: OUP, 2001, pp. 195-206
Colley, Linda. “Britishness and Otherness: An Argument.” Journal of British Studies 31 (1992): 309-29. JSTOR

Islamophobia: A Challenge for Us All. Report of the Runnymede Trust, 1997. http://www.runnymedetrust.org/publications/17/32.html
Malik, Iftikhar. “Islam and Britain: Old Cultures, Odd Encounters” and “Muslims in Britain: Multiculturalism and the Emerging Discourse” in Iftikhar Malik, Islam and Modernity: Muslims in Europe and the United States. London: Pluto Press, 2004, pp. 64-119.

Oakland, John. British Civilization: An Introduction. 8th edition. Routledge, 2015, Chapters 1-4.

Pintér Károly, Introduction to Britain: A Textbook for Students of English. Piliscsaba: PPKE, 2010. (Chapter on society and religion)

Enjoy the lecture!
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