US History – Lecture Handouts

The Rise of the American Empire, 1820s-1918
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THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN EMPIRE
I. AMERICA’S EXTENSION FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN

1. Phases of the westward movement:


1.1. From the Appalachians to the Louisiana Purchase (1803)


1.2. Oregon Territory


1.3. Texas and the War with Mexico -> the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo -> California and the Southwest

2. The Closing down of the Frontier: Frederick Jackson Turner’s most influential lecture (and essay) on “The Significance of the Frontier in American History”

· The frontier experience determining the distinctive course of American history

· The “Great West” forming the character of the US

· Definition of the frontier

· Characteristics of the frontier: mining, cattle, commercial

· Frontier individualism – rise of democracy (cf. Jackson, 1829-41: the adulthood of the West)

· Heritage of the West: coarseness and strength combined with acuteness and inquisitiveness, invention, grasp of material things, restless and nervous energy, lacking in the artistic but powerful to effect great ends, working for good and for evil

3. The Mission of American Policy: To Extend Beyond the Continent?

II. THE RISE TO EMPIRE

1. The Monroe Doctrine (1823)

2. “Manifest Destiny”
3. American orientation beyond the contiguous territory: 

· Early contacts with China and Japan, oriental laborers in California

· 1854: the Ostende Manifesto (three American ministers meeting in Ostende suggested to take Cuba by force if Spain was not willing to sell it)

· 1867: the Alaska Purchase

· 1867: acquisition of the Midway Islands and attempts to take Hawaii

4. Tensions with Spain lead to the Spanish/American war (1898)

· Ideology behind the war: Alfred T. Mahan: “all great powers were sea powers”

· The Maine-incident

· Result of the war: defeat of Spain in Cuba and the Philippines (Manila Bay)

· US acquisitions: the Philippines, Puerto Rico and Guam; unlimited influence in Cuba

5. Open Door Policy in China

III. THE PERIOD OF ACTIVE INTERVENTIONIST AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1898-1918

1. The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904): American intervention in Latin America on behalf of European creditors

2. the plan of connecting the two oceans:

· originally a joint British-American venture (1850)

· 1901: the original treaty canceled

· 1903: Hay-Herrán Treaty: agreement with Columbia to construct the Canal -> rejected by the Columbian Senate

· 1911: rebellion in Panama -> the US quickly recognized the new government and signed a new treaty

· 1914: the Panama Canal opened

3. Taft’s “dollar diplomacy”: promoting American economic interests abroad and using economic resources to achieve political goals (Caribbean and Central America)

4. Wilson’s revision of the “dollar diplomacy”, though under his administration the US got involved in a war with Mexico (1914-1917), occupied the Dominican Republic and bought the Virgin Islands -> tensions with the Germans in the Pacific

IV. THE US IN WWI AND ITS ROLE IN THE ENSUING PEACEMAKING

1. Wilson’s impartiality
2. growing anti-German dissension

3. the impact of German and British blockades on US economy

4. trade with Central Powers ended

5. 7 May 1915: the Lusitania torpedoed

6. Wilson’s navy-building program -> the US Navy the largest in the world

7. Wilson’s proposal for a “peace without victory” and the league of nations

8. 17 January 1917: the Germans decided on unrestricted submarine warfare

9. 2 April 1917: Wilson’s war message -> Congress declares war on Germany (the Zimmerman telegraph

10. Postwar settlement:

· 8 January 1918: Wilson’s Fourteen Points
· a world open to free economy and self-determined policy

· liberalism vs. Communism

· national self-determination

· League of Nations

· American ideas rejected at the Paris Peace Conference
· Senate opposition to the conclusion of the Peace Treaty -> Wilson does not accept the modification proposals

· 1921: the US concludes bilateral peace treaties with Germany, Austria and Hungary

11. Conservative backlash after WWI -> return to isolationism (see the introduction of the quota system in immigration – 1921)
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