Slavery in North America 3/4

“THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION”: THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY FROM THE BEGINNING UNTIL 1860
THE COLONIAL PERIOD

A) New England

1638: arrival of the first African Americans in Boston, then in Connecticut and Rhode Island

Main interest in the slave trade -> monopoly of the trade secured for the Colonies in 1713

Slow growth of the slaves in the 18th century

· In 1700: 1000 slaves out of a population of 90,000

· In 1774: the highest ration of blacks in Rhode Island (3,761 blacks and 54,435 whites)

B) The Mid-Atlantic Colonies

1636/1638: Slaves in Delaware / Slaves in New Amsterdam plantation

By 1689 – slavery a legitimate institution

PENNSYLVANIA: opposition to slavery by the Quakers -> slow growth of slaves


- 1775: the first anti-slavery society organized by the Quakers

- 1789: 10,000 blacks in the state (one third of whom lived in bondage)

NEW JERSEY: relatively small slave population (in the mid-18th century 4,600 slaves in a population of 61,000)

C) The South

VIRGINIA:

1619: 20 Africans shipped into Virginia – the first colony to admit slavery (indentured servants)

1640: the first blacks in bondage for life; distinction btw white and black servants made legal in the colony

1661: Slavery officially recognized in Virginia

1662: newborn children free or slaves according to the status of the mother

Economic factors favorable to the spread of slavery

MARYLAND:

1663: slavery recognized by law

1720s: the number of blacks exceeds that of the whites three times

SOUTH CAROLINA: the most stringent laws enacted

GEORGIA: slavery first prohibited, then re-instituted in 1750 to attract white entrepreneurs


By 1773: almost as many blacks as whites in the state 

1767: the Mason-Dixon Line established (later to be seen as the unofficial border btw the North and the South)
THE POSTPONEMENT OF SETTLING THE PROBLEM OF SLAVERY

1. The Declaration of Independence: “all men are created equal”...

2. By 1784: adoption of new state constitutions (11 out of the 13 draw up their own constitutions)
3. The new Constitution (ratified in 1788) accepts the 3/5 compromise: an agreement between the northern and southern delegates of the Constitution Convention: The compromise provided that a slave was counted as 3/5 of a person both as regards property in the apportionment of federal taxes and as far as the size of the individual states’ delegations in the House of Representatives was concerned: cf. Article I, Section 2, Paragraph 3: “Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be included in this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other persons.”
4. The Northwest Ordinance (1787) prohibited slavery in the territories: cf.: Article 6: “There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, that any person escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original states, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service aforesaid.”
5. 1808: Congress prohibits further importation of slaves

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

The territorial expansion of the USA (followed by the admission of new states) led to a constitutional crisis over the question of slavery as well as the would-be states’ right to determine their position on slavery (the principle of sovereignty) prior to their joining the Union.
By 1819: balance between slaveholding and free states

1819: the admittance of Missouri (a slaveholding territory) would have tipped the balance

1820-21: Missouri Compromise:

· Missouri admitted together with Maine

· Congress prohibited slavery in the Louisiana Territory north of the parallel of 36° 30’ (i.e. the southern border of Missouri was defined as the northern border of slaveholding territories in the newly acquired lands)
1840s: debates over the status of the territories gained from Mexico

· David Wilmot’s proposition to prohibit slavery in these territories -> failed
· Bills suggesting the extension of the Missouri line to the Pacific and proposing squatter/popular sovereignty 
1850: The Compromise of 1850 (comprising five acts):

1. The abolition of slave trade in DC
2. Admission of California as a free state

3. The confirmation of the fugitive slave law of 1790 (fugitive slaves’ case put under federal jurisdiction)

4. Texas and New Mexico Act: organized New Mexico on the principle of popular sovereignty and fixed the border of the two states

5. New Mexico and Utah Act: popular sovereignty; their border established at the 37th parallel

PRELUDES TO THE CIVIL WAR

1. The rivalry between the North and the South for the terminus and the path of the future transcontinental railroad (Chicago vs. St. Louis or Memphis or New Orleans) -> cf. the prospect of the Gadsden Purchase in 1853

2. Sen. Stephen Douglas’s proposal of a bill to organize the Nebraska Territory (west of Iowa and Missouri) on the principle of popular sovereignty and to lay the tracks in this territory

3. Compromise: The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) -> the Missouri Compromise invalidated, allowing slavery in both states

4. Nebraska: free state

5. fierce clashes in Kansas btw pro- and anti-slavery forces (“Bleeding Kansas”) – John Brown’s movement (anti-slavery fanatism)
6. 1854: the foundation and rise of the Republican Party

7. 1857: the Dred Scott case (judicial victory of the South): slaves are not citizens of the States, therefore their removal to free territories will not change their status; the Missouri Compromise declared unconstitutional (on the basis of the 5th Amendment of the Constitution)

8. a series of debates btw Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas in Illinois -> popularizing the Republican opinion opposing slavery 

9. 1860 election: Lincoln wins -> split of Northern and Southern Democrats because of Douglas’s failure (the southern candidate, John Breckenridge supported in 11 southern states)

THE ABOLITION MOVEMENT

· Pennsylvanian Quakers opposed to slavery

· 1817: American Colonization Society promoting the liberation of slaves

· establishing the independent state of Liberia in West Africa (shipping back slaves from North America) -> not welcomed among African Americans

· William Lloyd Garrison launches the Liberator in 1831

· Split of the abolitionist movement: 

1. radical: unconditional and immediate abolition of slavery without compensation

2. moderate: abolition by negotiations with the slaveholders
3. “anti-slavery, but not abolitionist”: did not support abolition, but the exclusion of slavery from the new territories (“free soil” movement – Liberty Party, 1839)

- a system assisting fugitive slaves: the Underground Railroad (the most well-known conductor: Harriet Tubman)

DATA ILLUSTRATING THE CHANGES OF THE BLACK POPULATION IN THE US

A) The proportion of slaves compared to total population

	Year of Census
	Total population (million)
	Slaves (million)

	1776
	Ca. 2.5
	0.5

	1790
	3.9
	0.7

	1800
	5.3
	0.9

	1810
	7.2
	1.2

	1820
	9.6
	1.5

	1830
	12.9
	2.0

	1840
	17.0
	2.5

	1850
	23.0
	3.2

	1860
	31.5
	3.9


B) Slaves on the plantations in 1850 (distribution of “field hands”)
Ca. 65 %
cotton fields

15 %

tobacco

6 %

sugar

5 %

rice

2 %

hemp

C) Distribution of slaves between slaveholders

I. In 1850

According to the census: 347,525 slaveholders in the South, out of which

	173,200 had
	More than 5 slaves

	92,000
	More than 10

	46,000
	More than 20

	1,742
	More than 100


II. In 1860

4 % of the slaveholders owned the majority of slaves.

According to the census, there were 383,637 white slaveholders in the South, out of which 2,292 had more than 100 slaves.
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