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Main stress placement in verbs

Last syllable Typel: ...O0 . exceptions:
= etymological — yes — | permit, begin contact, comment
stem? contradict...  (converted nouns)...
!
no
\ e, |
Last syllable S no o ”.l"yl?e.II: i Db exceptions:
heavy? tmagine, rememoer . caréss, Am. E. hardss... .
abdélish, prdctise... L j
!
yes
\
| exceptions:
Verb longer than TypelIll: OO : follow, swdllow,
» — no — L , b6 .
two syllables. deny, 1gn1te’ create... E orrow, argue...
| xérox (conv. noun)...

l

yes — | TypelIV: ..00OCO
décorate, compliment
invéstigate, solidify,
stibstitute...

exceptions:
| continue, attribute,
. contribute, distribute... |




Word Stress in English — Handout 3
Main stress placement in nouns

The three-syllable window:

3rd 2nd Last

cat
pa per
ban quet

cdi ne ma
pro tes tant
a|ca de my
car dij6 lo gy
in te lli|gént si a

Exceptions to the three-syllable rule:

» Stress on 4th-last syllable:
0 Words in -Vry: cémetery, consérvatory, citegory, inventory, émissary...
0 Others: hélicopter, dristocrat, céremony, mélancholy, épilepsy...

* Stress on last syllable:
0 stressed endings: balldon, pardade, magazine...
0 converted verbs: surprise, debite, arrést...
» (but cf. récord ~ record, convert ~ convért, rébel ~ rebél...)
0 others: hotél, July, mayonnaise...

* stress on 2nd-last syllable
0 long vowel: albino, aroma...
0 consonant cluster: agénda, eléctron, fidsco...
» (but regular cdlendar, prétestant, érchestra, gdlaxy...)
0 ,ghost cluster”: vanilla, proféssor, Viénna...
0 others: endmel, Didna...

Main stress placement in adjectives

* Two-syllable adjectives are like verbs:
o if last syllable is light, stress is on 2nd-last: cléver, proper, rigid, éasy,
stillen, hiiman...
» (cf. verbs like trdvel)
o if last syllable is heavy, stress is on last: occuilt, sevére, humdne, miniite...
» (cf. verbs like deny, ignite)

* Longer adjectives are like nouns:
0 generally, stress is on 3rd-last: définite, integral, marvellous, feminine,
ddequate, significant, ridiculous...
* (cf. nouns like cinema, acidemy)
0 if 2nd-last syllable is heavy, stress is on it: etérnal, treméndous, cohérent...
* (cf. nouns like agénda, albino, fidsco)
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Homography

(c) Noun/Verb pairs with stress difference (the “rébel/rebél” type). — There is a sizeable
number of two-syllable words which have different stressing when they are nouns or verbs.
The noun has front-stress, the verb has end-stress. In many cases the stress difference does not
cause much difficulty as the sounds themselves remain the same, e.g. a miscount /'mskavnt/
— to miscéunt lms'kaont/, a digest /'dardzest/ — to digést /dar'dzest/; similarly an upgrade — to
upgrdde, an insert — to insért, a réwrite — to rewrite, etc. But in some pairs the pronunciation
of the vowels changes in accordance with the stress change. We list the most important such
pairs below.

Noun Yerb Noun Verb

[10] [01] [10] [01]
accent ['eksent/ /ak'sent/ present ['preznt/ /pri'zent/
addict ['@dikt/ /a'dikt/ produce /'prodju:s/ /pra'dju:s/
ally [elar/ /3'lay/ progress /'provgres/  /pra'gres/
attribute [@trabjut/  /3'tribju:t/ project I'prodzekt/  /pra'dzekt/
contrast ['kontra:st/  /kan'tra:st/ protest /'proutest/ /pra'test/
convict /konvikt/ /kan'vikt/ rebel /'rebl/ /ri'bel/
desert /'dezat/ /dr'z3:t/ record I'reko:d/ /r'ko:d/
export /'ekspo:t/ hk'spo:t/ refuse /'refju:s/ m'fjuz/
object /obdz1kt/ /ab'dzekt/ subject /'sabdzikt/  /sab'dzekt/

Further pairs showing such stress-change are: abstract, combine, compress, concert, conduct,

consort, contract, escort, import, insult, permit, proceed(s), segment, survey, lorment,

transfer, transport.

The following table sums up the types of two-syllable noun/verb homographs:

(@)
“comfort”-type

(b) (©)
“debate”-type “rébel/rebél”-type

Noun-like stress

my comfort (noun)

- a rébel (noun)

[10] to comfort (verb)
Verb-like stress - a debdte (noun)
[0 1] to debdte (verb) to rebél (verb)
11.37 Strong/wecak unstressed ults. — Some three-syllable words which are used both as

verbs and nouns (or adjectives), differ only in having a strong or weak unstressed ult, without
any difference in the place of stress. These words end in -ment or -ate and are stressed on the
antepenult. The noun or adjective has a weak-vowelled ult, while the verb has a strong (full-

vowelled) ult:

Weak ult (N or A) Strong ult (V)
-ment: décument /'dokjomgnt/ N /'dokjoment/ V
cémplement /komplomant/ N /'komplament/ V
cémpliment  /komplimsnt/ N /kompliment/ V
supplement  /'saplamant/ N /'saplament/ V
-ate: associate /a'sovfiat/ N /a'sovfieit/ V
délegate /'deligat/ N /'dehgeit/ V
éstimate [estimat/ N [estimeit/ V
graduate /'greedzuat/ N /'greedzucit/ V
intimate Mntimat/ A /ntimeit/ V
séparate /'sep(a)rat/ A /'separeit/ V

There is one more similar pair: a préphecy /'profasi/ — to prophesy I'profasai/.
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