COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
	Name of subject: Religion and Politics
	Code: BBNPO06000

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units

The course treats the four basic models of the relationship between religion and politics. Students should understand the multiple meanings of the term ‘religion’; the irreducibility of the relationship between religion and politics to any other specific pattern (like e.g. that of civil society and government); and be able to locate contemporary solutions in the suggested theoretical framework: (a) the unity of religion and politics; (b) institutional separation and practical cooperation; (c) religious toleration; and (d) religious neutrality. As regulations in individual countries are of a highly divergent nature and are constantly changing, up-to-date knowledge can only be acquired through regular attendance, and by following recent literature provided during the course. 

	Set readings
Molnár, Thomas Steven, Twin Powers: Politics and the Sacred, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. 

Southern, Richard William, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1970.
John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration, Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2010. 
Kis János, Az állam semlegessége, Budapest: Atlantisz, 1997, 71-127.

Suggested readings

Mezei Balázs, Mai vallásfilozófia. Budapest: Kairosz, 2010.


	Name of subject: Introdution to Political Science 1.
	Code: BBNPO04700

	Credits: 2
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 
The aim of the course is to introduce students to the field of political sciences. It focuses on concepts, methods, and theories. Examples will highlight the theoretical issues. Introduction: science or politics? Basic concepts in political science: power, the state, citizenship, ideology, authority, democracy, totalitarianism. Basic concepts in political sciences: nation, nationalism, minorities, transition, government, parliament, party, elections. Political theories. Political ideologies. Political regimes. Parties and party-systems. Political culture and political socialization. Political participation and voting patterns. The Hungarian political system. Politics in East Central Europe. Politics in Western Europe.

	Suggested readings

Almond, Gabriel A. and Powell, G. Bingham, Comparative Politics Today: A World View, 6th edition, New York: HarperCollins, 1996.
Huntington, Samuel P., “The Clash of Civilizations,” Foreign Affairs, Summer (1993), 22-49.
Dahl, Robert, Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition, New York and London: Yale University Press, 1971.

Körösényi András, Török Gábor and Tóth Csaba (eds.), The Hungarian Political System, Budapest: Hungarian Center for Democracy Studies, 2009.


	Name of subject: Introduction to Political Science 2.
	Code: BBNPO04800

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: BBNPO04700
	Assessment: seminar grade

	A seminar in supplement of BBNPO04700.


	Name of subject: Political Philosophy 1.
	Code: BBNPO04900

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The course does not follow a traditional historical approach: it rather focuses on the essence of philosophical argument and its practical application. Arguing about the fundamental concepts of political philosophy (legitimacy, justice, freedom, equality, virtue, the common good) is at the same time dependent on the ideas of classical political philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Bentham, or Mill. It is also important for students to be able to apply the principles and methods of philosophical reflection to contemporary political experience, therefore active participation in class is a basic requirement.

	Set readings 

Sandel, Michael J., Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do?, London: Penguin, 2010. 

Suggested readings
Miller, David (ed.), The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Political Thought, Oxford: Blackwell, 2000. 

Strauss, Leo and Cropsey, Joseph (eds.) The History of Political Philosophy, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987.


	Name of subject: Political Philosophy 2.
	Code: BBNPO05000

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: BBNPO04900
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

After students have acquired a basic knowledge of philosophical arguments and some classic political philosophers (see BBNPO04900), the course gives an introduction to twentieth century and contemporary political philosophy. Readings lay stress on some important transformations which recently took place in the interpretation of such basic concepts as duty, right, freedom, legitimacy, authority, or the state; while also giving an insight into the tensions and debates between various twentieth century and contemporary schools of political thought (continental and analytical, liberal and communitarian, moralist and realist); followed by a theoretical summary. The main aim is to understand the significance of political philosophy for contemporary political practice, and the inevitability of recourse to those basic issues of politics which nevertheless remain essentially contested.

	Set readings

Lánczi András, A XX. század politikai filozófiája, Budapest: Helikon, 2007.

Suggested readings 

Huoranszki Ferenc (szerk.), Modern politikai filozófia, Budapest: Osiris – Láthatatlan Kollégium, 1998.

Molnár Tamás, A modernség politikai elvei, Budapest: Európa, 1998.


	Name of subject: National Minority Questions
	Code: BBNPO10700

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 

The aim of the course is to introduce students to the field of nationalism, ethnicity, and national minorities; and to explain the theoretical framework of the topic. The course concentrates on the major theories and approaches to nationalism. What is nationalism about? Misconceptions on nationalism (Brubaker, Wimmer, Verdery). Early understandings and approaches of nationalism (Rousseau, Mill, Weber, Renan, Meinecke, Kohn, Plamenatz). Modernist approaches (Gellner, Anderson, Mann, Greenfeld, Nairn, Hobsbawm, Hroch, Breuilly, Hechter, Schöpflin). Pre-modernist (ethnosymbolist) approaches (Anthony D. Smith, Johns Hutchinson, John Armstrong) and other approaches (Marx, Calhoun, Van den Berghe, Löfgren). Ethnicity under anthropological perspectives. Culture (Barth, Eriksen, Jenkins). Ethnicity and national identity (Cooper-Brubaker, Connor, Smith). Philosophical approaches (Kymlicka, Tamir, Taylor). Methodology of research on national minorities. The question of definition. Typologies of national minorities. National minorities and the state. Ethnic/national movements. Ethnic mobilisation. Ethnic parties. Ethnic conflict and ethnic/national violence. Minority rights. Minority protection. Self-determination. Autonomy. National minorities in Hungary. The Roma in Hungary. Hungarian national minorities in the neighboring states. Minorities in Western Europe.

	Suggested readings

Hutchinson, John and Smith, Anthony D. (eds.), Nationalism: critical concepts in political science, London: Routledge, 2000.
Smith, Anthony D., Nationalism and Modernism: a critical survey of recent theories of nations and nationalism, London: Routledge, 1998.

Brubaker, Rogers, Nationalism Reframed: Nationhood and the National Question in the New Europe, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

Gellner, Ernest, Nations and Nationalism, Oxford: Blackwell, 1983.
McCrone, David, The Sociology of Nationalism: Tomorrow’s Ancestors, London: Routledge, 1998.
Conversi, Daniele (ed.), Ethnonationalism in the Contemporary World: Walker Connor and the Study of Nationalism, London: Routledge, 2002.

Cordell, Karl and Wolff, Stefan (eds.), The Ethnopolitical Encyclopaedia of Europe, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.

Kállai Ernő (ed.), The Gypsies/The Roma in Hungarian Society, Budapest: Teleki László Alapítvány, 2001.

Kántor Zoltán, Majtényi Balázs, Osamu Ieda, Vizi Balázs and Halász Iván (eds.), The Hungarian Status Law: Nation Building and/or Minority Protection, Sapporo: Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University, 2004.


	Name of subject: Political Sociology
	Code: BBNPO00600

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The aim of the seminar is to introduce the students to the field of political sociology. The seminar offers theoretical and empirical background for comparing different political systems. Besides theory, we will also focus on methodological issues. Introduction: What is political sociology? Homogeneous and fragmented political culture. Political regimes. Electoral systems. Party systems. Nationalism and ethnicity. The comparative study of political elites. Democracy and political systems in Western Europe. Transition in East Central Europe. Political systems in East Central Europe. Comparing radical movements/parties in Europe. Conclusions.

	Suggested readings

Lijphart, Arend, “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 45 (1971), 682-693.

Almond, Gabriel A. and Powell, G. Bingham, Comparative Politics Today: A World View, 6th Edition, New York: HarperCollins, 1996.

Putnam, Robert, Making Democracy Work, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993.

Lijphart, Arend, Patterns of Democracy, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999.

Linz, Juan and Stepan, Alfred, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

Putnam, Robert, The Comparative Study of Politics Elites, Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1976.

Lijphart, Arend, Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977.

Körösényi András, Török Gábor, Tóth Csaba (eds.), The Hungarian Political System, Budapest: Hungarian Center for Democracy Studies, 2009.


	Name of subject: The Political System of Hungary 1.
	Code: BBNPO20800

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 
The course offers a comprehensive picture of the political system of Hungary after the transformation process in 1989/1990. After an introduction to the traditions of Hungarian political thought and politics in general, we outline the most important events of the transformation process in 1989/1990 and Hungarian politics in the past twenty years. We also discuss basic political institutions from a comparative perspective by emphasizing the genuine settlements which made the Hungarian political system the most stable one in post-Communist Central Europe. The basic structure of the constitutional changes in 1989/1990 are presented in the light of the 2010 elections, which queried the alleged success of the democratic transformation in 1989/1990. We might gain a vivid picture not only of the institutional arrangement of executive and legislative powers, but also of the operation of decision-making mechanisms. Focusing on the most important ‘invisible’, non-institutional changes which shifted the center of Hungarian politics from legislative to executive power (and even more to the prime minister), we compare the phenomenon of presidentialization in Hungary with that of other European countries. We also touch upon the symbolic role of the head of the state and the fundamental role played by the Constitutional Court. As a core determinant of Hungarian politics, the peculiarities of the electoral system are treated in some detail as well.

	Set readings

Schlett István, “A magyar történelem a huszadik századi politikai gondolkodásban,”  Századvég 20 (2001) 39-65.
Körösényi András, Tóth Csaba, Török Gábor, A magyar politikai rendszer, Budapest: Osiris, 3. átdolgozott kiadás, 2007, 17-24, 59-88, 89-169, 183-195. (In English: The Hungarian Political System, Budapest: Hungarian Center for Democracy Studies, 2009.)


	Name of subject: Political System of Hungary 2.
	Code: BBNPO10900

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: BBNPO20800
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

Based on the analysis of Hungarian polity during the first term, we will scrutinize the fundamental impacts of institutional arrangement on the attitudes and strategies of Hungarian political actors. Effects of the monolithic institutional structure, the electoral system, the tendency towards personalized politics, and the legacy of the Communist regime have influenced heavily the political thinking not only of the elite, but of ordinary citizens as well. On the other hand, a wide range of independent institutions, which had apparently been designed to check and balance the monolithic center of political power, like the massively empowered Constitutional Court, the independence of the Central Bank, and the entrenched autonomy of the court system and the chief prosecutor, as well as some elements of direct democracy, together with a high number of cardinal laws (not to mention extra-institutional, i.e. cultural factors) have led to a polarized and rigid political environment with considerable institutional constraints but without the required willingness to compromise solutions on behalf of the political actors. Therefore, the second term offers an insight into the party system, the attitudes and strategies of the political elite, and to voters’ behavior as well. Pressure groups and informal factors in politics will also be considered; at the end, we attempt a general evaluation of the Hungarian political system as well.

	Set readings

Körösényi András, Tóth Csaba, Török Gábor, A magyar politikai rendszer, Budapest: Osiris, 3. átdolgozott kiadás, 2007, 169-183, 212-227, 339-351. (In English: The Hungarian Political System, Budapest: Hungarian Center for Democracy Studies, 2009.)


	Name of subject: Parties and Party Systems
	Code: BBNPO01300

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

The aim of the seminar is to introduce students in the field and analysis of political parties and party systems. In the first part of the semester we will focus on theoretical issues (definition of the party, functions of the parties, history of the parties, electoral behavior, ideologies of the parties, relationship between party systems and electoral systems). In the second part we will analyze the major parties and party systems of selected European states. In the last part we will talk about European parliamentary elections and parties in the European Parliament.

	Suggested readings

Almond, Gabriel A. and Powell, G. Bingham, Comparative Politics Today: A World View, 6th edition, New York: HarperCollins, 1996.
Lijphart, Arend, Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries, 2nd edition, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012.
Mair, Peter (ed.), The West European Party System, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990.
Cordell, Karl and Wolff, Stefan (eds.), The Ethnopolitical Encyclopaedia of Europe, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.


	Name of subject: Comparative Politics 1.
	Code: BBNPO01500

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The course will introduce students to the fundamental methodological questions, theories and practices of comparative politics. Starting from a general historical overview of the birth and development of comparative politics, we will discuss its main methodological issues. These issues include the appropriate selection of levels and units, time frames, and number of cases, together with geographical and socio-economical determinants of comparison, as well as the problems of aggregation, reliability, and data analysis. Leaning on the classical textbooks of Almond and Hague/Harrop, we will also investigate the problem of institutions and political culture. After obtaining a solid methodological background, we will focus on the theories and concepts of democracy, like those of Giovanni Sartori and Arend Lijphart. The main distinctions between majoritarian and consensus democracy, direct and indirect democracy, parliamentary, semi-parliamentary, and presidential systems will also be clarified. Some special concepts, describing the most recent developments in consolidated democracies, like presidentialization or leader democracy, will be considered as well.

	Set readings

Almond, Gabriel et al., Comparative Politics Today: a Word View, New York: Longman, 7th edition, 2000.

Hague, Rod, and Harrop, Martin, Comparative Government and Politics: An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, 8th edition, 2010.
Lijphart, Arend, Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012.
Sartori, Giovanni, Comparative Constitutional Engineering, New York: NYU Press, 1997.
Suggested readings
Balogh László, Kormányformák, választási rendszerek, választások Kelet- és Kelet-Közép Európában, Budapest: Eötvös Kiadó, 2012.
Fricz Tamás, “Kormányzati rendszerek Közép és Kelet-Európában,” Politikatudományi Szemle XXI/4 (2012), 104-125.
Donald Horowitz, “A demokratikus rendszerek összehasonlítása,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/1 (1992), 160-166.
Kukorelli István, “Melyik kormányforma veszélyesebb az Elbától Keletre?,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/2 (1992), 161-165.
Juan Linz, “Az elnöki rendszer veszélyei,” Politikatudományi Szemle, I/1 (1992), 142-159.
Paczolay Péter, “Prezidenciális vagy parlamentáris demokrácia – választhat-e Közép-Európa?,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/2 (1992), 167-176.

Szente Zoltán, Európai alkotmány- és parlamentarizmustörténet, 1945–2005. Budapest: Osiris, 2006.
Wiener György, “Formális és informális elemek a kormányzásban,” Közjogi Szemle, 1 (2010), 24-33 és 2 (2010), 7-16.


	Name of subject: Comparative Politics 2.
	Code: BBNPO03700

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

Relying on the methodological and theoretical basis provided by Comparative Politics 1., we are going to investigate the different forms of actual, consolidated or transitional democracies. The course is based on case studies, with a common focus on institutions, political culture, political socialization, interest articulation and aggregation, decision-making processes, execution, and judicial review. The burdens of the structural-functionalist paradigm will be transcended on the basis of an actor-centered institutionalism, emphasizing the importance of the political culture of political actors in different countries. Despite of some possible criticism, the fundamental unit of comparison will be the nation state, since in an introductory course, this unit seems to be the most readily comprehensible one for undergraduate students. The following countries will be considered: the United Kingdom, Germany, France, the United States, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, Poland, Romania, Spain, and Italy.

	Set readings

Almond, Gabriel et al., Comparative Politics Today: a Word View, New York: Longman, 7th edition, 2000.

Hague, Rod, and Harrop, Martin, Comparative Government and Politics: An Introduction, Palgrave Macmillan, 8th edition, 2010.
Lijphart, Arend, Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012.
Sartori, Giovanni, Comparative Constitutional Engineering, New York: NYU Press, 1997.
Suggested readings
Balogh László, Kormányformák, választási rendszerek, választások Kelet- és Kelet-Közép Európában, Budapest: Eötvös Kiadó, 2012.
Fricz Tamás, “Kormányzati rendszerek Közép és Kelet-Európában,” Politikatudományi Szemle XXI/4 (2012), 104-125.
Donald Horowitz, “A demokratikus rendszerek összehasonlítása,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/1 (1992), 160-166.
Kukorelli István, “Melyik kormányforma veszélyesebb az Elbától Keletre?,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/2 (1992), 161-165.
Juan Linz, “Az elnöki rendszer veszélyei,” Politikatudományi Szemle, I/1 (1992), 142-159.
Paczolay Péter, “Prezidenciális vagy parlamentáris demokrácia – választhat-e Közép-Európa?,” Politikatudományi Szemle I/2 (1992), 167-176.

Szente Zoltán, Európai alkotmány- és parlamentarizmustörténet, 1945–2005. Budapest: Osiris, 2006.
Wiener György, “Formális és informális elemek a kormányzásban,” Közjogi Szemle, 1 (2010), 24-33 és 2 (2010), 7-16.


	Name of subject: Modern Political Ideologies 1.
	Code: BBNPO03800

	Credits: 2
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

The course will introduce students to the fundamental questions of modern political ideologies. Relying on the theoretical approach of Michael Freeden, who refutes the recieved view that ideologies are more or less comprehensive and coherent ‘belief systems’, we discuss ideologies as a certain set of concepts, the meaning of which may change and evolve over time. Representatives of the two most important contemporary ideologies (liberalism and conservatism) usually clash on determining the meaning of concepts that they both share. The analysis of this ‘war on semantic domination’ is restricted here to these two most important ideological languages of Europe. All the more so, since in Hungary, the dividing line runs not so much between liberal-conservative and socialist languages, but between the liberal and the conservative one. Students read some basic texts by John Locke, Benjamin Constant, John Stuart Mill, Isaiah Berlin, and Ronald Dworkin; as well as some introductory readings by Pierre Manent and John Kekes.

	Set readings
Freeden, Michael, Ideology: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.
Freeden, Michael, Ideologies and Political Theory: A Conceptual Approach, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.
Kekes, John, Against Liberalism, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1999.
Suggested readings
Constant, Benjamin, A régiek és modernek szabadsága, Budapest: Atlantisz Kiadó, 1997, 75-85, 235-261.
Mill, John Stuart, A szabadságról, in Paczolay Péter és Szabó Máté (szerk.), Az egyetemes politikai gondolkodás története : szöveggyűjtemény, Budapest: Rejtjel Kiadó, 1999, 218-239.
Mill, John Stuart, Mi a haszonelvűség?, in A szabadságról, Haszonelvűség, Budapest: Magyar Helikon, 1980, 238-278.
Tocqueville, Alexis de, A demokrácia Amerikában, in Paczolay Péter és Szabó Máté (szerk.), Az egyetemes politikai gondolkodás története : szöveggyűjtemény, Budapest: Rejtjel Kiadó, 1999, 239-257.
Berlin, Isaiah, A szabadság két fogalma, in Négy esszé a szabadságról, Budapest: Európa, 1990, 334-444.
Dworkin, Ronald, Liberalizmus, in Ludassy Mária (szerk.), Az angolszász liberalizmus klasszikusai, Budapest: Atlantisz Kiadó, 1991, II, 173-213.


	Name of subject: Modern Political Ideologies 2
	Code: BBNPO03900

	Credits: 2
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 

As a continuation of Modern political ideologies 1., the second part of the course will discuss the problems and prospects of conservatism. After an introduction to the most important characteristics of conservatism as an attitude and conservatism as an ideology, students will analyze the ‘war on semantic domination’ concerning concepts used both by liberals and conservatives. We mainly focus on British conservatism and the chances of its adaptation to Eastern European political and socio-economical constellations, thus the most important authors are Edmund Burke, Michael Oakeshott, and Roger Scruton. Some chapters of John Kekes's A Case for Conservatism will also be included, in order to get an organic view of the criticism against liberalism and the defense of conservative political thought.

	Set readings

Freeden, Michael, Ideology: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Freeden, Michael, Ideologies and Political Theory: A Conceptual Approach, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Kekes, John, Against Liberalism, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1999.
Suggested readings

Nisbet, Robert, Konzervativizmus: álom és valóság, Pécs: Tanulmány, 1996, 1-72.
Oakeshott, Michael, Konzervatívnak lenni, in Politikai racionalizmus, Budapest: Új Mandátum, 2001, 431-455.
Quinton, Anthony, A tökéletlenség politikája: az angol konzervatív gondolkodás vallásos és szekuláris tradíciója Hookertől Oakeshottig, Pécs: Tanulmány, 1995, 11-27, 71-85, 116-123.

Scruton, Roger, A konzervativizmus jelentése, Budapest: Novissima, 2002, 20-93.

Scruton, Roger, A nemzetek szükségességéről, Budapest: Helikon, 2005, 157-223.

Scruton, Roger, Az angol jellem, in Anglia, egy eltűnő ideál, Budapest: Typotex, 2004, 40-59.
Scruton, Roger, Az angol kormányzat, in Anglia, egy eltűnő ideál, Budapest: Typotex, 2004, 137-156.


	Name of subject: Transition in Hungary
	Code: BBNPO14000

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 
The course discusses the Hungarian regime change in 1989. Its point of departure is the highly specific political situation of the late Kádár era. The lecture analyzes the political positions of the Communist Party and its opposition, as well as the negotiations between them during the transition process. Another important issue is how society as a whole could adapt itself to the rapidly changing political circumstances.

	Set readings

Romsics Ignác, Volt egyszer egy rendszerváltás, Budapest: Helikon, 2003.

Ripp Zoltán, A rendszerváltozás Magyarországon 1987-1990, Budapest: Napvilág, 2006.

Bíró Zoltán, Az elhervadt forradalom, Budapest: Püski, 1993.

Bihari Mihály, Magyar politika 1944-2004, Budapest: Osiris, 2005.

Bozóki András et al (szerk.), A rendszerváltás forgatókönyve: kerekasztal-tárgyalások 1989-ben. Budapest: Magvető, 1999-2000.

S. Kosztricz Anna et al. (szerk.),  A Magyar Szocialista Munkáspárt Központi Bizottságának 1989. évi jegyzőkönyvei, Budapest: Magyar Országos Levéltár, 1993.
Balázs László Kristóf, Zádori Zsolt (szerk.) Beszélő: szamizdat, hetilap, folyóirat Budapest: Stencil Kulturális Alapítvány, 2006.

Suggested reading:

Magyarország politikai évkönyvei 1988-1993. 

Periodicals: Beszélő, Medvetánc, Hitel, Kapu, Pártélet, Valóság.

Szalai Erzsébet, Rendszerváltás és a hatalom konvertálása, Budapest: MTA Politikai Tudományok Intézete, 1997.

Kolosi Tamás és Sági Matild, “Rendszerváltás – elitváltás,” Századvég, 5 (1997), 3-21.
Szalai Erzsébet, Az elitek átváltozása: tanulmányok és publicisztikai írások, 1994-1996, Budapest: Új Mandátum, 1998.

Szalai Erzsébet: A kelet-európai átalakulás nagy kérdései és az értelmiség. Politikatudományi Szemle, 2008. 3. sz.

Mozgóképes történelem: rendszerváltás Magyarországon és Kelet-Európában (1988-1990) I-II., Fekete Doboz Alapítvány, 2006.


	Name of subject: Cultural Politics in the Kádár era
	Code: BBNPO06100

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment:  seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The course shows how the Kádár regime treated Hungarian intellectuals and artists. The shaping of public opinion was the one of the most important intentions of Communist regimes. This shaping was a complex task divided among the political police, the cultural government, and the party leadership. The course investigates the mechanisms applied by the party to manipulate intellectuals as well as the possible avenues of dissent.

	Set reading
Révész Sándor, Aczél és korunk, Budapest: Sík, 1997.
Papp Istvan, A magyar népi mozgalom története, Budapest: Jaffa, 2012.
Suggested reading

Cseh Gergő Bendegúz (szerk.), Zárt, bizalmas, számozott: tájékoztatáspolitika és cenzúra, 1956-1963. Buapest: Osiris, 1999.
Cseh Gergő Bendegúz (szerk.), Irodalom-, sajtó- és tájekoztatáspolitika, 1962-1979. Budapest: Osiris, 2004.
Szamizdat: alternatív kultúrák Közép- és Kelet-Európában 1956-1989. Budapest: Stencil Kiadó - Európai Kulturális Alapítvány, 2004.
Wehner Tibor (szerk.), Adatok és adalékok a hatvanas évek művészetéhez: a Művészeti Bizottság jegyzőkönyvei 1962-1966, Budapest: Képző es Iparművészeti Lektorátus, 2002.


	Name of subject: National Minorities in Hungary
	Code: BBNPO02500

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 
The aim of the course is to inform students about minority protection policies in Hungary, and to offer basic knowledge about national minorities living in Hungary. National minorities in Hungary: a short history. National minorities in the Communist period. National minorities after 1989. The legal system in Hungary concerning minorities. The minority protection system in Hungary. The minority self-governance system in Hungary. The minority ombudsman. Education of national minorities. The Roma in Hungary.

	Set readings
Cordell, Karl and Wolff, Stefan (eds.), The Ethnopolitical Encyclopaedia of Europe, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.
Szarka, László (ed.), Hungary and the Hungarian Minorities: Trends in the Past and in Our Time. Atlantic Studies on Society in Change 122. East-European Monographs, DCLVII. Boulder, Colorado – Atlantic Research and Publications, Inc. Highland Lakes, New Jersey. 2004.
Tóth Ágnes (ed.), National and Ethnic Minorities in Hungary, 1920-2001, New York: Columbia University Press, 2005.
Kállai Ernő (ed.), The Gypsies/The Roma in Hungarian Society, Budapest: Teleki László Alapítvány, 2001.


	Name of subject: Case Studies
	Code: BBNPO02100

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms:1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The course offers an overview of the shifts in nineteenth and twentieth century evaluations of the most prominent figures of Hungarian history, analyzing their impact on collective historical consciousness. It deals with the great personalities of the nineteenth century nation building process, such as Kossuth and his cult, the myth of Görgei’s treachery, Batthyány’s execution, Deák and the 1867 compromise, Francis Joseph I and his memory, national holidays, celebrations of 15th March, or the 1896 Millennium. As for twentieth century history, such leaders as Tisza, Károlyi, Gömbös, Teleki, Bárdossy, Horthy, Rákosi, or Kádár all played a very similar symbolic role. The aim of the course is to remind students of this ever present symbolic character of Hungarian politics.

	Set readings

Ablonczy Balázs et al., A magyar történelem vitatott személyiségei [Controversial personalities in the history of Hungary], Budapest: Kossuth, 2008.
Gerő András, Képzelt történelem: fejezetek a magyar szimbolikus politika XIX-XX. századi történetéből [Imagined history. Chapters from the 19th-20th century history of the politics of symbols in Hungary], Budapest: PolgArt, 2004.


	Name of subject: Show Trials and Political Transformation
	Code: BBNPO14300

	Credits: 3
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 
The course investigates the special character of early Hungarian Communism between 1945 and 1963. It focuses on show trials such as the Rajk case, and many smaller, less known lawsuits against politicians and military officers. The show trials were more than just litigations, they were prejudiced procedures: these investigations and proceedings against politicians, popular personalities, or high ranking priests were important elements in the political transition after WWII. The lectures follow the changing role of the political police, and discuss the most significant show trials, such as those against the Hungarian Brotherhood, Cardinal Mindszenty, or László Rajk.

	Set readings

Szakács Sándor és Zinner Tibor, A háború „megváltozott természete”, Budapest: Genius Gold, 1997.

Zinner Tibor, Adalékok a magyarországi koncepciós perekhez, Budapest: Eszperantó Szövetség, 1988.
Varga László (szerk.), Kádár János bírái előtt, Budapest: Osiris, 2001.

Hajdú Tibor, “A Rajk-per háttere és fázisai,” Társadalmi Szemle, (11) 1992, 17–36.

Révai Valéria és Hardi Péter, Törvénytelen szocializmus: a tényfeltáró bizottság jelentése, Budapest: Zrínyi – Új Magyarország, 1991.

Suggested readings

Iratok az igazságszolgáltatás történetéhez, 1-5. Budapest: Közgazdasági és Jogi Könyvkiadó, 1993-1997.

Somorjai Ádám és Zinner Tibor (szerk.), Majd' halálra ítélve: dokumentumok Mindszenty József élettörténetéhez, Budapest: Magyar Közlöny, 2008.

Okváth Imre (szerk.), Katonai perek a kommunista diktatúra időszakában, 1945-1958: tanulmányok a fegyveres testületek tagjai elleni megtorlásokról a hidegháború kezdeti időszakában, Budapest: Történeti Hivatal, 2001.


	Name of subject: Revolutionary Movements
	Code: BBNPO06200

	Credits: 4
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: seminar
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: seminar grade

	Description of course units 
The course provides a conceptual and historical analysis of revolution and counterrevolution, including changing definitions, distinctions between political and social revolution, the commercial deflation of the term ‘revolutionary’, and the failure of counterrevolution as such. Historically, the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the French Revolution of 1789, the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and the Hungarian revolution of 1956, Mao’s Cultural Revolution and the Islamic Revolution in Iran, the ‘velvet revolution’ of Czechoslovakia and the so-called ‘Arab Spring’ all present us with highly divergent, even conflicting concepts of revolution. The primary aim is to show by examples that the current journalistic use of these terms is by nature both anti-revolutionary and anti-counterrevolutionary, as it neglects the fundamental (not only political, but also philosophical, economical, cultural, let alone personal or private) radicalism of both. 

	Set readings

Hannah Arendt, On Revolution, New York: Viking Press, 1963. 

Molnár Tamás, The Counter-revolution, New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1969. 

Suggested readings 
Alain Badiou, Le siécle, Paris: Seuil, 2005. 

Francis Fukuyama, Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnological Revolution, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2002, 9-59. 

Hahner Péter (szerk.), A nagy francia forradalom dokumentumai, Budapest: Osiris, 1999. 


	Name of subject: Postmodern Politics
	Code: BBNPO06300

	Credits: 2
	Number of terms: 1
	Number of classes/week: 2
	Type of course unit: lecture
	Prerequisite: none
	Assessment: exam

	Description of course units 

The course deals with the radical critique of modern political theory and its key concepts: representation, the institutional separation of powers, the public/private distinction, and individual human rights. Its main topics therefore concern direct democracy, networking vs. institutions, the politicization of the private sphere, and post-human deep ecology. The main aim of the course is to provide students with sufficient knowledge of how traditional political institutions and their underlying ideas are challenged by new approaches and new technological achievements.

	Set readings
Ágoston László, A közvetlen demokrácia lehetőségei és korlátai, Budapest: Partners Hungary Alapítvány, 2009.

Luc Ferry, The New Ecological Order, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994.
Gabriele Kuby, Die Gender-Revolution, Kisslegg: Fe-Medien, 2006.

Pogonyi Szabolcs, “Digitális demokrácia vagy kiberbalkán?,” Világosság, 1 (2006), 5-11.
Suggested readings 
Slavoj Žižek, The Fragile Absolute, or Why is the Christian Legacy Worth Fighting For? New York: Verso, 2000.


