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1. The topic of the dissertation and setting of objectives

My dissertation focuses on the career and activities of two officers of General Staff of the Royal Hungarian

Defence Forces: Major General Andras Zako and Captain Miklds Korponay.

For a long time, their activities were only known from the point of view of the communist state security and state
security services, and by the historians, journalists and Western intellectuals who were inspired by them. Their
careers and military activities have become completely politicised, and the legends and disinformation artificially
spread by socialist historiography have become part of the public consciousness, some elements of which still

persist today, hence the need for a factual presentation of their careers and biographies, free of ideological frills.

I present the careers of the two officers not only on the basis of documents produced and made available by the
domestic intelligence and counter-intelligence services, as well as socialist-oriented works, but also by including
new sources, how they met at the Military Academy, how they came into contact with the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army during their front-line service, and how they used this experience to organise the secret Kolya movement
behind the Soviets. How the movement was used to sabotage German and Arrow Cross plans and slow the Soviet
advance. How these two Hungarian Royal General Staff officers, and the Kopyas movement they organised, and
then the Hungarian Warriors' Comradeship Community (MHBK), which was set up in emigration, became one of

Hungary's main enemies in the Soviet sphere of interest.

After the Second World War, the threat of Major General Zaké and Captain General Korponay's cooperation was
noticed by the Soviet and domestic intelligence and counter-intelligence agencies. Therefore, they systematically
turned them against each other, exploiting the already disparate Western emigration, their different ages, ranks and
perceptions of the situation, as well as their human weaknesses. As a result of the covert actions of the domestic
authorities, the relationship between superiors and subordinates, which began in 1940 at the Military Academy
and later developed into friendship during front-line service, deteriorated to such an extent that Korponay left the
MHBK in 1951 and emigrated to Canada, leaving Europe. This only increased the tension between the two. Their
open hostility ended with the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and War of Independence and the subsequent reprisals.
In the aftermath of the events at home, Zako and Korponay put aside their earlier differences and reconciled,
pledging to continue their efforts, even if on separate paths, to achieve the same goal - the preservation of the

Hungarian identity of the emigration.
2. The methodology of the dissertation

Most of the legends and disinformation surrounding Andras Zaké and Miklés Korponay were created by the Soviet
and domestic state security and then by state security, and became public knowledge through the promotion of
journalists and fellow travelling intellectuals who were channeled to or associated with these bodies, It was
therefore necessary, after studying the historiography of the subject and the archival material produced by the
bodies and subsequently made available, to confirm or, in most cases, refute certain unsubstantiated statements,
and to bring in new groups of sources. The one-sided documents in the archives of the Historical Archives of the
State Security Services were cross-referenced with information contained in the memoirs and personal papers of
the persons involved in the events, as well as with information in the Korponay estate and the Korponay family's
papers. In addition to the reports of official bodies, the events are largely told from Korponay's point of view.

Zakd's papers have not been found in the course of the research carried out so far. Research was also made more



difficult by the fact that there is little information available on the Kopjas movement, which was a secret
organisation. The same applies to the MHBK's activities in organising the domestic resistance. The tone of the
documents found in the recollections and personal legacies of individual contemporaries depends to a large extent
on the relationship of the writer or the recollector to Korponay, Zako, the Kopjas or the MHBK, so I have also

tried to check these subjective sources with control sources.
3. The results of the doctoral thesis

The combined activities of Zako and Korponay have not yet been dealt with in the context of a historiographical
work. The basic research carried out has made it possible to supplement and clarify their biographies and career

profiles.

Based on the sources I found, I clarified their family background and their initial places of service. While
Korponay's career was concretized on the basis of the data provided by the Korponay family, in the case of Zako,
the publication of his World War I commendation applications, his connection with the Siménfalvy group after
World War 1, his intelligence activities in Transylvania, his arrest, his trial and his years in prison in Romania are
new results. I have also corrected the dating of Zako's studies in the General Staff, which had previously been
dated 1924-1926, but my research has shown that he continued his studies much later, between 1931 and 1934.

The research also established that Zako was the leading teacher of Korponay's military academy class (1940-1942).

While Zak6 became Chief of Staff of the VIth Corps in 1942, Korponay, a fresh graduate of the Military Academy,
was sent to the Eastern Front, where he held various staff positions and faced the vulnerability of the Royal
Hungarian Army and the heavy losses caused by the partisans. This experience prompted him to take a closer look
at the partisans and their fighting methods. Thus, when in 1943 Zaké took command of the 27th Szekler Light
Infantry Division and assigned Korponay to the unit, the captain of the general staff was able to develop his
knowledge. Using new sources, I will show how Korponay, with Zaké's approval, established contact with the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukrainska Povstanska Armija - UPA) operating in the division's area of operations,
how they came to an agreement with them, and how, during the retreat, they handed over their positions to the

Ukrainians to cover the Hungarian retreat against the Soviets.

Contrary to what is stated in socialist literature, according to the documents found, it was not due to his sympathy
for the Arrow Cross that Zako was appointed head of the 2nd Military Intelligence Department of the Hungarian
Military Intelligence and Counter-Intelligence Division after 15 October 1944. He used his position to apparently
satisfy the demands of the Arrow Cross and the Germans, and worked to rescue fellow officers loyal to Horthy. At
the same time, together with Korponay, they succeeded in preventing the organisation of anti-Soviet partisan troops
in the country, modelled on the German Werwolf (Werewolf) movement. They successfully ousted Karoly Ney,
the German envoy, from the movement and secured the independence of the unit they called the Kopjas movement,
which was part of the Hungarian Royal Hungarian Home Guard. This in turn made it possible, in Korponay's
words, to change the original plans from 'hot-headed partisan fighting' to 'active partisan fighting', and to save the
recruited and conscripted men, especially the young generation, for after the war, to become the nucleus of a future
resistance. However, there was not enough time and space for the full development of the Kopya movement.
Therefore, both Zaké and Korponay left the country, leaving the Copts with the task of expanding the movement

and broadening the anti-Soviet and anti-Communist resistance.



Thanks to my research, we have also gained more knowledge about the post-war activities of the two officers.
Korponay became one of the driving forces of the emerging military emigration, keeping the spirit alive among
the Hungarians who had lost hope, fled abroad or were being displaced. While Zaké returned home after a
temporary captivity in the United States, he spent almost a year in Hungary illegally, and then joined Korponay
when he left the country. They made contact with Western intelligence services, who were well-served by a
resistance movement working behind the Soviets, and Zaké and Korponay became involved in the intelligence
and counterintelligence games between East and West. Although Ferenc Farkas of Kisbarnak was asked to
represent the movement politically, the former general-colonel had become politically active through his role in
the Altotting National Assembly, so Zakoé and Kopornay, in order to maintain the initial enthusiasm and unity in
the forming military emigration, set up an independent emigre organisation: The Hungarian Warriors' Comrades'
Community, which in a very short time had a local branch in every country of the free world to which former
members of the armed corps had emigrated. The rapid successes achieved by the MHBK and the apolitical nature
of the organisation's principles gave emigrant political groups a large platform for attack, and the MHBK was
subjected to sharp attacks from both the left and the right. Western agencies made their support conditional on the
full commitment of the MHBK, and there were occasions when Western agencies tried to use the MHBK to gather
information against each other. The Soviet and domestic agencies, in turn, infiltrated the MHBK, penetrated the
emigration and then signaled through their active actions (kidnapping, assassination) that they were capable of
conducting actions against the MHBK across the border. Through their infiltrators, they learned of the differences
between Zako and Korponay and the antagonism between the MHBK and certain émigré groups, and thus created,
exaggerated and exploited various scandals to discredit the two officers and their organisations. As a result, respect
for each other degenerated into distrust and then open hostility, which contributed to the curtailment of Korponay's
powers, which only exacerbated the conflict. All this, together with Korponay's deteriorating health, prompted him
to leave the MHBK tribe and start a new life in Canada. But even here, scandals did not let Korponay rest easy.

Until he was finally dropped from the MHBK membership.

They only put aside their convictions in the aftermath of the events of 1956, when in 1959. After that, both the
Rékodczi Foundation led by Korponay and the MHBK led by Zako, which grew into a world organisation, continued
to work to preserve the Hungarian identity of the emigration, especially of the younger generations, with great
effect, since both organisations are still in operation long after Zako's death in 1968 and Korponay's death in 1987.

This shows that their intellectual legacy is still relevant in the 21st century.

In my dissertation, I have not only tried to present the history of the events without ideological reinterpretation,
but also to describe the background of the two general staff officers, the medium of their actions and their network
of relationships that influenced their decisions. In the course of this work, I have written the biographies of several
hitherto unknown persons who came into contact with them, or, in the case of better known persons, I have clarified

their biographies.

My dissertation is the conclusion of a longer research phase and a starting point for future research on the Kopjas

movement, the Hungarian anti-communist resistance, military emigration and the MHBK.
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Editorial work
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Zako Andras vorgy. és Korponay Miklos vk. szds. szerepe a Magyar Kiralyi Honvédség és az Ukran Nemzeti
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Veérfiirdo a hatarban. Eldadas a Vasarhelyi Torténelmi Kor altal szervezett XII. Torténettudomanyi Talalkozon.
Hoédmezbvasarhely, 2019. jalius 27.



Feleseld iratok. v. kisbarnaki Farkas Ferenc vezérezredes tevékenysége a birosag és a ,,vadlott” szemszégébdl.
Eléadas a Pazmany Péter Katolikus Egyetem Torténettudomanyi Doktori Iskola, Doktorandusz konferenciajan,
Budapest, 2020. februar 27.

Hazaspar a bérton drnyékaban. Ternegg Kalman és Czeisberger Maria. Eloadas A Nemzeti Emlékezet Bizottsaga
¢és a Magyar Bortoniigyi Tarsasag ,,Sorsok és bortonok a diktatira idején” cimii konferencidjan. Budapest, 2020.
oktdber 8.

Vitéz dr. Tiszolczy Lajos pomazi orvos élete a diktaturdak darnyékaban. Eldadas a Nemzeti Emlékezet Bizottsag
Hivatalanak Miithelykonferenciajan. Budapest, 2021. majus 25.

,wAdassék tisztelet a katonaeszménynek” — Adalékok a Magyar Harcosok Bajtarsi Kozossegének torténetéherz.
El6adas a Vasarhelyi Torténelmi Kor altal szervezett XIV. Torténettudomanyi Taldlkozon. Hodmezdévasarhely,
2021. augusztus 3.

Kutyaszoritoban. — A vezérkari fénokség 2. osztalydanak tisztie az AVH markdban. E16adas a Vasarhelyi Torténelmi
Kor altal szervezett XV. Torténettudomanyi Talalkozon. Hodmezdvasarhely, 2022. augusztus 1.

Hiven a katonaeszményhez — Korponay Miklos vezérkari szdazados életének katonai vonatkozasai. Eldadas Az
1945-1956 kozotti magyar Politikai Elitéltek Kozosségének szakmai tanacskozasan. Budapest, 2022. szeptember
28.

,,A herceg volt soron még” — Montenuovo Nandor herceg meghurcolasa és halala. El6adas a Nemzeti Emlékezet
Bizottsaga és a Magyar Bortoniigyi Tarsasag ,,A nép teljes jogl részese lesz az igazsagszolgaltatdsnak™
Igazsagszolgaltatas és Biintetés-végrehajtas 1945-1963. cimil online konferenciajan, Budapest, 2022. november
29.

Az élsporttol a minisztériumon at a bortonig. Eljardsok dr. Lator Géza ellen 1945-1960. Eldadas a Nemzeti
Emlékezet Bizottsaga és a Magyar Bortoniigyi Tarsasag Szabadsag-e a szabadulas? Amnesztiak, Rehabilitaciok
¢és Szabadon bocsatasok (1953, 1963.) cimii konferenciajan, NEB Hivatala, Budapest, 2023. november 30.
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aspektusokban, Doktorandusz Konferencia, PPKE BTK DHI, Budapest, 2024. aprilis 26.

A Nagypénteken kioltott lang. — v. Dosa Attila élete és halala. Eléadas az 1945-1956 kozotti magyar Politikai
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konferencian. Budapest, 2024. oktober 11.

., Fegyverrejtegeti diakok?!” Megtorlo intézkedések a piarista konviktusok novendékeivel szemben. Eldadas a

Nemzeti Emlékezet Bizottsaga és a Magyar Bortontigyi Tarsasag Kozelitések és tavolitasok. A szovjet €s magyar
biintetdjog elmélete és gyakorlati alkalmazasa c. konferencian. NEB Hivatala, Budapest, 2024. december 4.

Unconventional history lessons:

Magyarok szovjet fogsagban. A GULAG és a GUPVI taborrendszer. Rendhagyé torténelemora a szentendrei
Moricz Zsigmond Gimnaziumban. 2018. februar 16.

A ,,nagy tapsok korszaka” — avagy a Rakosi diktatura. Rendhagy6 Torténelemora, a budapesti Karacsony Sandor
Altalanos Iskolaban. Budapest, 2023. marcius 1.

Magyarok szovjet fogsagban. — GULAG és a GUPVI rendszerek a Szovjetunioban. Elbadds a
,,Latszatparlamentarizmus” (1945-1956) pedagogus tovabbképzésen. Budapest, 2023. julius 28

»Ne csak orizd, gyilold is!” — Magyarok kényszermunkatiborokban Magyarorszagon. Eldadas a
,,Latszatparlamentarizmus” (1945-1956) pedagdgus tovabbképzésen. Budapest, 2023. julius 28.



Egyetemistdk, diakok, munkdsfiatalok az 1956-os forradalom és szabadsagharcban, valamint az azt kovetd
megtorlasban. Rendhagy6 Torténelemora a Gal Ferenc Egyetem Szarvasi Gyakorld Altalanos Iskolaban. Szarvas,
2023. november 7.

Rendhagyo Torténelemora a NEB 10 program keretében, az tinnepségen résztvevo didksagnak. Budapest, 2024.
februar 14.

Az ifjusag kiizdelme a szabadsagért. — Egyetemista, diak és munkasifju életutak az 1956-os forradalom és
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Katolikus Radio, 2025. januar 9.

A piarista didkok elleni eljaras II. Arcok és sorsok. Fejezetek a Magyar Katolikus Egyhaz torténetébdl. Magyar
Katolikus Radio, 2025. januar 16.



