
HISTORIOGRAPHY AND HISTORICAL MEMORY: 

ANTHROPOLOGY AND HISTORICAL MEMORY 

IDA FRÖHLICH 

Wednesday, 08:15-9:45 

 

September 20 

1.1 Anthropology of the human body in the ancient Near East and the Bible 

 What is man? Man in nature; the origin of man; the fate of man.  

September 27 

1.2 Life stages, from birth to death and related forms of commemoration. Ancestor cult and 

genealogy. 

October 4 

2.1 Purity and impurity: systems of ritual purity in the ancient Near East and the Old 

Testament 

October 11 

2.2 Ritual purity in the life and tradition of the Qumran community and the New Testament 

October 18 

3.1 Man and the transcendent world. The operation of the cosmos and the systems for 

decoding celestial signals in the ancient Near East. Omen interpreters and prophets. 

October 25 

3.2 Transcendent beings as mediators of the transcendent world: good and evil spirits 

 

November 8 

4.1 The earth we live on: earth, man, and the divine world in the Ancient Near East. 

Receiving the land: the Old Testament patriarchal stories. 

 

November 15 

4.2 The earth we live on: earth, man, and the divine world in the Ancient Near East. The loss 

of the land: exile and the formation of historical memory. 

November 22 

5.1-2 Legitimation of political power: religio-literary forms in the ancient East and the Old 

Testament 

Legitimation of the loss of power : religio-literary forms in the ancient East and the Old 

Testament 

   November 29 

6.1 Social organization forms and their assessment: Tribal society, judges, nomadic ideal; the 

kingdom and its evaluation; theocracy 

December 6 

6.2 Social organization forms and their assessment: Empires and world history; the attitude to 

history in the genre of apocalypses 

 

Exam: knowledge of the lecture material is mandatory (examples and historical background). 

This is facilitated by reading the sources and monographies listed in Literature, Ancient Near 

East. In addition, knowledge of two freely chosen works of the Bibliography (Historical 

Anthropology) is required. Items marked with an X are also available in electronic form. 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Ancient Near East, sources 

The Holy Bible. Containing the Old and New Testaments, NRSV (The New Revised Standard 

Version), online access. Contains deuterocanonical book (Tobit, Ben Sira etc.) of Catholic 

translations. 

JOSEPHUS FLAVIUS, Jewish Antiquities, transl. by Henry St. John Thackeray and Ralph Marcus. 

The Loeb Classical Library. Other translations can be downloaded for free on various sites, e.g. 

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/page/The-Antiquities-of-the-Jews/ Project Gutenberg, 

bookfree 

VERMES, Geza, The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English, 7th ed. Penguin Classics, London, 

2012.  X 

ANET = Pritchard, J.B. (ed.), The Ancient Near East. An anthology of texts and pictures. Vol.1 

Texts, Princeton: Princeton University Print, 1992  X 

Epic of Gilgamesh, transl. A.R. George,  X Wikipedia (references and literature)  

HERODOTUS, Histories, various English translations, 

https://books.google.hu/books/about/Histories.html?id=PnIyEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcov

er&source=kp_read_button&hl=en&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false 

Ancient Near East, monographs: 

COOGAN, Michael, The Old Testament. A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), 

Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008  X 

CARR, David M., An Introduction to the Old Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of 

the Hebrew Bible, Chichester UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010  X 

MILLER, J. Maxwell and John H. HAYES, A History of Ancient Israel and Judah, 2nd ed.,  

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006  Ref. Theol Library; FSzEK? 

KUHRT, Amélie, The Ancient Near East, c. 3000-330 B.C., (Routledge history of the ancient 

world) , London: Routledge, 1995.   X 

LIVERANI, Mario, Israel’s History and the History of Israel, London: Equinox, 2005; 2009. X 

OPPENHEIM, A. Leo, Ancient Mesopotamia: Portrait of a Dead Civilization, Revised edition, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964.  X 

ROAF, Michael, Cultural atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, New York: Facts 

on File Publications, 1990.  

EPH`AL, Israel, The Ancient Arabs: Nomads on the Borders of the Fertile Crescent, 9th-5th 

Centuries B.C., Jerusalem The Hebrew University: Magnes Press; Leiden: Brill, 1982.  X 

Historical Anthropology, monographs  

ASSMANN, Jan, Cultural Memory and Early Civilization: Writing, Remembrance, and 

Political Imagination, Cambridge: Cambridge University Pess, 2011  X  

BLOCH, Marc, The royal Touch. Sacred Monarchy and Scrofula in England and France, 

London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1973; 2020   X 

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/page/The-Antiquities-of-the-Jews/
https://books.google.hu/books/about/Histories.html?id=PnIyEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.hu/books/about/Histories.html?id=PnIyEAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false


BRAUDEL, Fernand, The Identity of France: Volume One: History and Environment. Volume 

Two: People and Production, 1988-1990 

BURKE, Peter, The Italian Renaissance. Culture and Society in Italy, Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1987; 2013  X 

DOUGLAS, Mary, Purity and Danger. An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo, New 

York, Washington: Praeger, 1966; London, New York: Routledge, 2002      X 

DOUGLAS, Mary, Natural Symbols. Explorations in Cosmology, London: Routledge, 2003   X 

DUMONT, Louis, Homo hierarchicus. The Caste System and Its Implications. Complete 

Revised English Edition, Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, 1970; 1980  X 

DURKHEIM, Emile, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life, Free Press, 1995; Dover 

Publications, 2012 X 

ELIADE, Mircea, The Sacred and the Profane. The Nature of Religion, New York: Harcourt, 

1987 X 

ELIADE, Mircea, The myth of the eternal return or cosmos and history, Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 1974        X 

ELIADE, Mircea, The forge and the crucible, Chicago, London: University of Chicago Press, 

1978      X 

FRAZER, James G., The Golden Bough. A Study in Magic and Religion (Oxford World’s 

Classics), Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998, and later editions   X 

GEERTZ, Clifford, The Interpretation of Cultures. Selected Essays, New York: Basic Books, 

1973, and later editions        X 

GUREVICH, A.J., Categories of Medieval Culture, London: Routledge Kegan & Paul, 1985 

HUIZINGA, Johan H., The Autumn of the Middle Ages, 2nd. ed. Chicago: Chicago University 

Press, 1996; 2020   X 

OTTO, Rudolf, The Idea of the Holy, 1924 and later editions    X 

SEGALEN, Martine, Historical anthropology of the Family, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1988           X 

SUMNER, William Graham, Folkways: a study of the sociological importance of usages, 

manners, customs, mores, and morals, New York: New American Library, 1960  copy: 

Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtár 

van GENNEP, Arnold, The Rites of Passage, London, New York: Routledge, 2004, 2010  X 

VAUX, Roland de, Ancient Israel. Its Life and Institutions, New York: McGraw Hill Book, 

1961  Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtár; French: MTA Könyvtára, Ref. Teol. Akadémia 

 

 

 

 



WHERE TO FIND BOOKS? 

ONLINE CATALOGUES: 

MOKKA ODR (Magyar Országos Közös Katalógus = Hungarian National Joint Catalogue) 

 

MTAK (Magyar Tudományos Akadémia Könyvtára = Library of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences)  (mtak konyvtar catalogue) 

Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtár katalógusa 

ELTE Egyetemi Könyvtár katalógusa 

PPKE HTK katalógusa PPKE Hittudományi Kar (btk.ppke > könyvtár/library) 

 

LIBRARIES: 

Fővárosi Szabó Ervin Könyvtár (Budapest Central Library Szabó Ervin) 1088 Budapest, 

Szabó Ervin tér 1. 

MTA (Magyar Tudományos Akadémia) Könyvtár és Információs Központ (Library of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences), 1051 Budapest, AranyJános u. 1. 

MTA Könyvtár Keleti Gyűjtemény (Library of HAS, Oriental Collection), 1051 Budapest 

Széchenyi István tér 9. 

ELTE (Eötvös Loránd University) Egyetemi Könyvtár (University Library ELTE), 1053 

Budapest, Ferenciek tere 6.   Library of the Budapest universities 

PPKE HTK (Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Faculty of Theology) library, 1053 

Budapest, Veres Pálné utca 24. 

 


