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Regarded as the Cradle of Civilisations, the Near East fulfilled a decisive role in shaping the history and material culture of Europe even after the Muslim conquest. The new civilisation developed its peculiar forms and culture very fast on the fertile soil of Late Antiquity and restarted its intensive contacts with the western Mediterranean from the 11th century the latest. The class is intending to present the main cornerstones of this development and with the help of certain case studies show important aspects of the development of the medieval material culture and the archaeological research. Subjects like the question of the transition from Late Antiquity after the Islamic conquest; the main features of the Abbasid period material culture with special regard to the pottery; the development of Muslim military architecture and the material culture of the Crusader states in the Near East are all dealt with during the class. As most of the students of the English language class are from the Near East, a special emphasis is laid on the area of historical Syria, the cradle of Islamic civilisation.
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