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SANCTUARIES IN THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST AND THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM 

22 March 

1/ Types of holy places. Terminology. Types, deities, functions in Egypt and Mesopotamia  

29 March 

2/ Types of holy places: Mesopotamia, Syria, Greece, Rome  

5 April 

3/ Holy places and shrines before the state. Sources: Joshua, Judges, 1Sam 1-16 

12 April  

4/ State, dynasty and holy place: the Temple of Jerusalem. Sources: 1Kings 3-11 

19 April 

5/ State and cult: the Northern kingdom (Israel). Sources: 1Kings 12-19; 2 Kings 10 

26 April  

6/ Independence, reform and centralization in Judah: the Josianic reform and the Temple of 

Jerusalem. Sources: 1 Kings 22-23 

3 May 

7/ Fall, ruins, and rebuilding: the Temple from 586 BC to 516 BC. Sources: 2Kings 24-25; 

Ezra 1-6 

 10 May 

8/ Places of worship in the diaspora (Elephantine). Sources: Bob Becking, Identity in Persian 

Egypt: The Fate of the Yehudite Community of Elephantine, University Park, PA: 

Eisenbrauns, 2020 (PDF) 

 17 May 

9/ The Maccabees and the Temple. Sources: 1-2 Maccabees 

 24 May 

10/ Herod and the Temple. Sources: Josephus 

 31 May 

11/ Ideal temples: Ezekiel and the Temple Scroll of Qumran. Sources: Ezek 40-48; 11QT 

(The Temple Scroll) 
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