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Glossary

Ablag: The decorativetechniqueof alternatinglayersof black and ochrestoneonf a - aadde s
doorways for visual contrast.

A mQal-4 a j Thetitle givento the leaderin chargeof organizingand commandingthe annual
pilgrimage.

A U A yNotableandprominentfiguresfavoredby the Ottomans.
Bab: Gate ordoor.
Bayt: House.

Druze: A sectthatseparated fronthe | s m Uhiainstréanduring the reign of the third Fatimid
Caliph, Hakim (9961021); primarily found in certain mountainous regions of Syria and Lebanon.

Hammam: Publicsteambath.
Iwan: A room withan opersidefacinga courtyard, usefbr entertainmenor instruction.

Janissaries Elite Ottoman troops, including both locally recruitgterliyya) andIstanbutbased
(kapikulu) forces.

Khangah: A monasteryfor Sufi mystics,often stricter thana zawiya andypically namedafter a
benefactor.

Madrasa (pl. madaris): A residentiaschod for Islamicinstruction,usuallysupportedy acharitable
endowment (wagf).

Maristan: A hospitalandmedicalteachingnstitution.
Mihrab : A nicheor alcovein thegiblawall of amosque&hatindicates the direction dflecca.
Mo d :(An openareausedfor military training.

Mongols: A grouporiginally from the eastof presenidayMongolia,whoseempirereachedts peak
under Genghis Khan in the 13th and 14th centuries.

Mugarnas: A form of threedimensionatlecorativeornamentatiorn Islamicarchitectue.
Shaykh: A dignitaryor headmanalso,a spiritualleaderof agroupof mystics.

S 1 :dMarket.

Tabhane Hostelsfor dervishes.

Tekke: A Sufimonastery.

T ¢ r A enausoleunor tombchambertypically domed.

WU t Agovernorresponsibldor civil administration.
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Abstract:

TheOttomansseizedSyriain 1516,introducinganewerathatenduredor four hundredyears Early
architectural changes, notably in Damascus and Aleppo, associated with the Ottoman occupation,
confirmed their arrival. However, from the middle of the sixteenth century, when architecture was
required to serve as a means of expressing subati@ity, these architectural projects tookew
direction.As adeclaratiorof theprimacyof thesultaniccenterandits strength Ottomanarchitectural

and cultural traditions began to spread throughout the provinces.

This dissertation presents the studypamascus throughout the Ottoman era, from the sixteenth to

the eighteenth centuries. It discusses how Damascus changed during the Ottoman period regarding
the urban development of the city. Additionally, it examines the emergence of new architectural
desgns for religious, commercial, public, and residential structures, as well as the factors that
contributed to the development of the local Ottoman style. Finally, it compares the Ottomanization
process between two Syrian provinces, Damascus and Aleppo.
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l. Introduction

The Ottomans seized Syria 1516, marking the beginning anew era that lasted for fohundred

years. Early architectural changes in cities like Damascus and Aleppo, associated with Ottoman
occupation, served as visiblegss of their presence. However, from the isixteenth century
onward,architecturg¢ook on anewrole as ameansf expressingultanic authorityThis shift led to

a redirection of architectural projects, emphasizing the significance of the sultanic center and its
power. Ottoman architectural and cultural traditions subsequently spread throughout the provinces,
serving as declarations of sultanic primacy and gthen

During the Ottoman period, a new style of mosquadrasa andt ¢ remerged, reflecting a
heightened interest in religious buildings that were regularly used by the majority of the populace.
Additionally, religious institutions such dskkes which did not exist during the Mamluk period,
beganto appearThesereligiousstructureserved aseminderdo theinhabitantsof the strength and
generosity of the sultans and rulers who founded them.

The relative political stability introduced to the area@maged the growth of trade and commerce.
This economic prosperity was marked by the relocation of the commercial center in Damascus and
the emergence of new types of commercial buildings, such detestanwhich were previously
unknown. Additionally,a new design featuring domed courtyardddnsbecame widespread in
Damascus.

Although the Ottoman sultans and rulers primarily focused on religious architecture to affirm
Ottoman grandeur and on commercial buildings to support trade and generate rirenue
endowments, they did not pay particular attentiommammamsDespite the substantial financial
resourcesequiredfor their constructiorandmaintenancégammamsvereimportantsocialstructures

in Damascus during the Ottoman era, complementing oelsgand commercial buildings. Several
Ottomanera hammamshave survived in Damascus, offering a glimpse into their historical
significance.

Last but not least, Aleppo came under Ottoman control following the conquest in 1516, and it grew
in prominence alongside Damascus. This was a contrast to the Mamluk eral$18§0when
Aleppo functioned as a secondary border city while Damascus wasdseoty to Cairo in
importance. However, the two cities developed very differently under Ottoman rule. Additionally,
Aleppo was supported with numerous vizierial projects, which gave it a recognizable Ottoman

imprint.
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This dissertation intersdo shed light on the adjustments made to Damascus' urban planning during
the Ottoman era, as well as to offer an understanding of the significance of Ottoman architectural
projectsin Damascuszonsideringheurbancontextin whichtheywerebuilt, thepatronsvhofunded
them,andtheconnectionbetweerOttomanandSyrianarchitecturabktyles.Lastly, sinceAleppoand
Damascu$othdevelopedindersimilar conditionsjt is importantto comparehe Ottomaninitiatives

in these two provinces.

.  Scope
1. GeogaphicalFocus:the studycoverstheold citiesin DamascusndAleppo.
2. Time Period:thestudyconcentratesn theperiod between 1516800.

[l Problem and researchquestions

There is no denying that Damascus was significantly impacted by the Ottoman occupatien (1516
1918), particularly in the architectural aspect of the city. The main question here is whether the
Ottoman Empire's architectural art was imported and usedonigigal form, or if it was altered in
accordance with regional arts.

The Ottoman occupation was preceded by a long history of previous civilizations. Damascus had a
strong architectural tradition before the arrival of the Ottomans, with many signiftaotures
clusteredn key areaf thecity. Sohow did the Ottomansusearchitecturéo shapeDamascussan
Ottoman city?

During the Ottomanperiod,Aleppoenjoyeda level of importancesimilar to thatof Damascuslueto

its commerciakignificance However,did the Ottomanizatiorprocesgproceecdequallyin bothcities,

or did each city undergo its own unigue development?

IV.  Objectives

This study examines how much Damascus evolved over the Ottoman era, especially between 1516
and 1800, in terms of urbamowth and architectural achievements in religious, commercial, public,
and residential structures. It will concentrate on investigating how these new projects contributed to
Damascus' perception as an Ottoman city. Similarly, other examples of religpousiercial, and

civic structures from Aleppo will be shown to compare the context of development between these

two Syrian provinces during the Ottoman period.

Consequentlythe study'sobjectivescan besummedup asfollows:
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1

Study the urba development of Damascus from its establishment until the Ottoman occupation,
specifically focusing on developments until the end of the eighteenth century.

Provideexamplesof religious,commercialandcivic structurefrom the Mamluk periodto evaluate
changes during the Ottoman period and identify local influences in architectural projects.

Present architectural exampfesm theOttoman AnatoliarPeninsuldo illustrateOttomaninfluences

on regional architecture in Damascus throughout then@ih era.

CompareDamascusluringthe Ottomanperiodwith Aleppoto identify additionalfactorscontributing

to provincial Ottomanization, such as geographical location, religious significance, and commercial
role.

V. Importance and Contribution

Despite numerous studies and descriptions of Damascus, the local influences during the Ottoman
period,which gave ris¢o auniquestyleknownas theocal Ottoman style, anmostly ignored. This

study analyzes Damascene buildings from the Ottoman period to identify both local and Ottoman
influences. Although Damascus has been extensively studied, previous work often assumed a
predominant Ottoman influence on Damascene architec

This dissertation examines Ottoman Damascus through the lenses of local artistic and architectural
styles, presenting a comparison between Ottoman architecture in Anatolia and in Damascus, while
highlightingthedistinctevolutionof both.Anothercontributionis thecomparisorbetweerDamascus

and Aleppo during the Ottoman period, emphasizing the effects of each city's function on its
architectural image.

Additionally, in light of recent events in the two provindesuch as the Syrian War, the earthke

in Aleppo in February 2023, and the readaptation of several structures, including the atgoing
Suleimaniyya&Complex project, this study serves as documentation research for the most important

Ottoman structures in Damascus and Aleppo.

VI.  Methodology

This thesis adopts the bottemp approach to construct the architectural development of Damascus
andAleppo,startingfrom the Mamluk periodandendingwith the Ottomanperiod.It aimsto develop
adetailedunderstandingf how Ottomanarchitecturaktylesandtechniques fromf\natoliainfluenced

the built environments of both Damascus and Aleppo. This method is an excellent way to build a
comprehensiveinderstandingf the cities' historical and architecturalevolution. Throughoutthis
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processthe studyemploysmultiple methodologieso progresgrom specificobservationso broader

conclusions about architectural and cultural exchanges during the Ottoman period.

A. The Descriptive Methodology

It involved gathering the most significant materials and references regarding Damascus and Aleppo
throughout the Islamic era in general, and the Ottoman era in particular. Focus on key architectural
structures from the Mamluk period in Damascus and Aleppoh as mosquesjadrasaskhans
publichammamgsand houses. Gather detailed information on each structure, including construction

dates, architects (if known), patrons, architectural styles, and materials used.

B. The Analytical Methodology

It studieshearchitecturaklementslayout,facadesanddecorativdfeaturesof Damascenstructures

from the Ottoman era, aiming to identify unique local characteristics and new Ottoman components
in each building. This involves evaluating the extent of Ottoméunence, including architectural

style and artistic motifs. Additionally, it analyzes the spatial organization and urban context of each
structure, considering their relationships with surrounding urban fabric such as streets, markets, and
residential aras. These investigations will contextualize architectural developments within the
historical framework of the Ottoman period, considering political, economic, and social factors that

influenced construction and architectural styles.

C. The Comparison Methodology

It focuses on comparing Damascus and Aleppo to illustrate the differences and similarities in the
Ottomancomplexeof thesewo cities.Moreover,it aimsto identify commonfeaturesandvariations
between the Mamluk and Ottoman periods, and to caenffee architectural elements found in
Damascusvith thosein Anatolia,particularlyin key Ottomancitieslike Istanbul,Bursa,andEdirne.

The analysis will highlight similarities and differences in styles, construction techniques, and

decorative motifs.
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ChapterOne

1.The Urban Developmentof Damascus
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Firstandforemost;t is well knownthatthehistoryof eachcity liesin its urbanfabric,andeveryurban
structurds correlatedvith thepreviousone.Hence theshapeof the Ottomancity wasaffectedby the
urban structure of previous periods. Therefore, this chapter introduces a brief desofighien

historical phases of Damascus, accompanied by the urban changes in each period.

Themainbodyof this chapterdescribe®amascusiuringthe Ottomanperiodandthe changesn its
urban growth. It is important to note that Ottoman control in Damascus varied over time, leading to
disparities in building activity. As a result, the architectural movement is split into two peats: t

sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the eighteenth century.
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1.1. The GeographicalSetting:
Damascus is situated at a height of 691 meters above sea level. It is located in the northern part of
southwestern Syria, covering 3,600 squarerkéters. The area is bordered by the Aetbanon
Mountainsin the northwestthe Syrian Desertto the eastandthev a w rafitial-A A r Mobntainsto

the south. During ancient times, Damascus derived its water from the Barada River and its seven

branches.(Fig.1)
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1.2. Literature Review:

Damascus and Aleppo are among the most discussed and studied cities in Syria. The rich and
significant history of these cities has attracted numerous scholars, resulting in a wealth of previous

studies. Below are some of the most important historical ant&mporary sources used.

-Muf Ok akhhiitl Uanl f ¢ -Z & anfDeaingtwith Faehds in the Events of Time) written
byShamsabi n MudJvammad i bs#ahAAlii ai hhmsTolrumnalanid schc
1988, It describesSyriaandEgyptduringthe endof the Mamluk periodandthe startof the Ottoman

Empire. The book offers a distinctive viewpoint on the social, cultural, and historical events of his

time.

-a-Ra wi a@h a i Widashgal-F a y @helVerdant Gardenin Flourishing Damascus)js a
historical and geographical booBukbtOhoredhbsy
describes Damascus regarding its geographical location, its history since its establishment, till the

nineteenth century.

- al-K a w Udt-% b dbi & Wug-M B d.&-Ruti s h(iThe WiamderingStarsAmong the NotableFigures

of the Tenth Century), by Muhammad ibn Muhamma®Ghhzzi N\amabDon. Thi s book
the scienceof biographiesfocusingon prominentfigures from the 10th centuryHijri (901 Hijri/

1496 to the year 1000 Hijri/1592), and is organized alphabetically.

-Khi 1T al (Dhihmeashhigans of Da ma s-B @ sNuadjidaThis doak covettheb y ) ¢
history of the mostimportantreligiousbuildingsin Damascughroughthe islamic periodincluding
the mosques, thmadaris the Sufi lodge@ekkes)nore over the commercial buildings.

-Turkish Art and Architecture by Oktay Aslanapa. It provides a thorough study of the history of

Turkishartandarchitecturdrom its foundationaktagesThebookrevealsthe consistenandunified

nature of Turkish art through an exploration of calligraphy, decorative arts, architecture, and
paintings. It offers a comprehensive analysis of Seljuk and Ottoman art, both within and beyond

Anatolia.

-TheOttomanprovinceof Damascu thesixteenthcenturyauthoredoy Muhammadakhitin 1972.
Thisthesigprimarily examinesheprovinceof Damascugssacasestudy.It consistf severchapters,
eachaddressingpecificaspectf the province'shistory. Thefirst chapterfocuseson local events
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from the Ottomanconquestn 922/151 60 thesuppressionf al-Ghazali'sebellionin 927/1521The
seconcchapterefinestheadministrativadivisionsanddemographicsf the provinceduringthefirst
three quarters of the sixteenth century. Chapters three to five discuss the structure of Ottoman

administration.

-Thelmageof anOttomanCity written by HeghnaiZeitlian Watenpauglandpublishedn 2004.This
bookexploregshemonumentabuildingsthatOttomanofficials built in Aleppo,especiallyduringthe
16thand17thcenturieslt offersadetailedstudyof Aleppo'surbanandarchitecturablevelopmenin
thatera. Additionally,it presenta newway tounderstandhow local peopleadoptedmperialstyles,

institutions, and norms.

-Damacus a History, authored by Ross Burns. This book chronicles the history of Damascus and
highlights the city's pivotal role throughout the region's past. It traces the story of this vibrant and
multifaceted diy from its founding through its physical development, up to the end of Ottoman rule

in 1918.

-The Age of Sinan written by G¢lru Necipogl u,
focusing on religious architecture. During Suleimanré¢ign (15261566), when significant social,
political, and artistic changes took place, which greatly impacted this architecture. The book
highlights how Sinan played a key role in these changes by developing the style of congregational

and Friday mosquse

-Damascus in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, created by Linda Shilsher. This book
chronicles and analyzes the history of Damascus and its impact on the region, starting from the
eighteentltentury whichwasfraughtwith disturbanceandregional andinternationakonflicts. The

book paints a vivid picture of the city with its natural and human geography, using narratives and

maps.
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1.3. Foundation and Early History:

The Aramaic Era:

Thefirst traceablesignsof urbandevelopmenin Damascusanbetracedbackto the Aramaicperiod.
RemarkablyDamascudecamenimportantcity in thetenthcenturyBC, knownasD U r m,@vkidh g
means irrigated land or watered land. It served as the capital of the Aramaic kingdom
Despitethe needfor moreresearctaboutthe supposedbcationof the Aramaiccity, it is still possible
to build a picture of the ancient Aramaic site, situated on the western part of Daf@seasthe
most important known buildings tiis period isy a d &einple (theSemitic God ofthunderstorms
andrain). Thistempleprobablystoodatthesite of the presentdayUmayyadMosque While theroyal
palaces positionedon anelevatedyround(tell), abouté min height,closeo the centerof thecurrent
intramuralcity. Thebuildingsandthe streetsof thecity weredistributedbetweeny a d @ethpleand
the royal palace. (Fig.2). Later, Damascus was occupied by the Assyrians in 734 B.Chethen t
Chaldeans, and the Persians in 538.8.C

1  The temple
2 Tell al Qalmaryyieh
3 Tell al-Sammakih /al- Najarin

Figure2 Theplan of Damascusn theAramaicperiod (Sack005:18)

2al-R 0 v 1969a.9.
? |bid: 51.
* Degeorge2005:22.
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1.4. The ClassicalPeriods:
The Hellenistic period:

This era began with Alexander the Great's victory, the king of Macedon, against the Persians in the
Battle of Issus in 333 BCEand his conquest @&yria. This phasenarked a significant turning point

in thehistoryof Damascus After thedeathof Alexanderin 323B.C, theLevantwasdividedinto two

empires: the Seleucid Empire in northern Syria and Babylonia in Mesopotamia, and the Ptolemaic
Empire, centered in Alexandria. After a series of wars between the Seleucicbbmart empires,

in the early second century B.C, the Seleucids incorporated Damascus into theifempire.

Over the Seleucid Period, Damascus was strongly influenced by the Hellenization movement and
replanned according to Hehistic principles. Hence, the Hellenistic city located to the north of the
Aramaic settlement represented the first planned part of Damascus. It is noteworthy that the
Hellenistic part of the city was characterized by 4giké street patterns. Furthermep the city was
providedwith alargerectangulaagorain its northeast. Moreovethetempleof & a d wak rebuilt

and devoted to the god Zeus over this pefigilg. 3)

The Seleucid reign in Damascus underwent a slow breakdown, enabling the Nabateans to rule in 84 BC. The
Nabatean rule did not last more than one decade, as Damascus fell under Armenian rule in 71 BC. The

Armenian authority was terminated with the Romaiivatin Damascus in 64 BC. Although the Nabateans
ruled for a short time, they established a new neighborhood to the east of the Hellenistic city.

N

Figure 3 Theplan of Damascusn theHellenisticperiod (Burns2005:37)

> Kosmin,2018:306307.
6 Sack2005:28.
" Degeorge2005:24.
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The Roman Period:

Syria became a province of the Roman Empire in 64 BC. The era of peace allowed Damascus to
prosperUnderHadrian'sule (117-138),it obtainedhetitle of MetropolisandColoniaunderSeverus
Alexander (22p235)8

Over this period, Damascus was encircled by a
with straightsidesexceptfor themeanderingnorthernsectionborderedoy theBaradaRiver. Thewall
hadsevengatesdistributedasfollows: threegateson the northernside,two onthe southerrside,and

one each on the eastern and western Sittds.worth mentionig that, except for the Eastern Gate

( B B a)rtlegegatesunderwentenovatioror completereconstructiorduringtheIslamicperiod.
Moreover, the Romarra military compound, known as the castrum, was likely situated in the
northwestcorner.In the Seljuk period, this castrumwasreplacedby the Citadel*® Concerningurban
developmentthe westernandeasterrpartsof the city wereconnectedy a colonnadedtreetknown

as Via Recta, also known as the Straight Roacneling fromB Ub Sto8t06-3 Bbi yyi ah
Additionally, the city was characterized by public buildings, such as the Temple of Zeus, which
underwentransformatiorinto the Templeof Jupiter.Moreover,therewasanancienttheater partof

which is locatedin the Ottomanhouseof Baytal-A q g(Eigl4) On the otherhand,the increasing

number of inhabitants of Damascus required the construction of a new water ¢hannel.

8 Sauvagel989:44.
? Ibid: 45
Burns2005:58

" Sauvage989:47
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Figure4 Theplan of Damascusn theRomanperiod (Burn2005:57)

1.5. DamascusOver the Byzantine Period:

This phasestartedwith Theodosiug (379 395),who proclaimedChristianityasthe official religion

of the Roman state in 391. Damascus adopted Christianity in the Byzantine period. Furthermore, it
served as a main center with a bishop ranking below the Patriarch in Antioch. Even though
Christianitybecamehereligion of the majority, its physicaltracesn Damascusrefew comparedo
otherregions. Not to mention that ooéthe most important buildings was tl@athedral ofSt. John

the Baptist, which was previously the Roman Temple of Jusiter

In 612,Damascusell to the PersiarEmpire.DespiteByzantineEmpireregainingcontrolin 628,this
occupation weakened Byzantine authority over Syria and paved the way for the arrival of Islamic

armiest®

1.6. Damascusn the pre-Ottoman Period:
The Umayyad Period:
The Muslim armiestook over Damascusn 635,ledby Ab Ru b ad@-8l a h andkih U b bat

Wa | [pidally, the changewereslow, especiallyin the firstfourteen yearsasndDamascusvasnot

2 Degeorge2005:25
¥ Burns2005:96
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of interestto the Rashidurcaliphs.Until the beginningof the Umayyaderain 660,whenMu AUwi y y a
0 banbSpu f yddkoyer Damascus rulé* Hence, Damascusecamehe capitalof the Islamic state
and the base of the Umayyad suzeratntpamascus over this period had two hippodromes: one
positionedto the southof the city, knownasM ¢ d &l-& a Htae hippodromeof gravel),while the
seconcbneto thewestandknownasal-M§ d &-db A k h(greemhippodrome)'®
Concerninghe Damascenarchitecturakdificesoverthis period,oneof the mostimportantwasthe
palaceof the CaliphMu A U w knpwnasthe GreenPalace(al-d, /K @ alace, to the southof the
TempleMosque However,in thereignof al-Wa | iBndA A kaleMalik, the Cathedrabf St. Johnthe
Baptist was converted to the Umayyad Mosque, which exemplifies the icon of the new Umayyad
rule}” While duringthereignof thecaliphY a ziindu A U wa ngwwaterchannelasexcavated

and named after hiff¥.(Fig.5)

~~~~~

g

l
1

1-Church of ST. John 2-Umayyad Mosque
3-al-Khadra Palace 4- Market/Colonnade 5- Resedential Quarters

Figure 5 Theplan of Damascusn the Umayyadperiod (AtSayyad &T ¢ r 2009i603)

14 Burns2005:107
*Degeorge2005:32
% alR ¢ ¥ 096566
" Degeorge2005:32
BalR 9 ¥ (96D66
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The Abbasid Period:

Underthe A b b a sauspicegihe successorsf AIFA A b fftiép r ophet Murcle)lmdaa d 6 s
revolution against the Umayyad dynasty in 749, demanding a new caliph who was chosen from the
family of the prophet Muhammad . T h u sAADbtbhiJes rad \
Saff UM was announced as -{®afdinlmdq®Aftena bridf eesistamce, at N
Damascus came under Abbasid control. However, Damascus retreated to a provincial town and lost
the prosperity enjoyed in the Umayyad period due to the capital being moved to B&ghdad.
addition,Damascusvitnessedhe deliberatedemolitionof the previousUmayyaddynastystructures

by the Abbasidgovernment! The Umayyadcaliphal palace(al-db A k hHalac® wasneglectecand
convertednto aprison.lt is noticeablghattherewasanabsencén thepublicconstructiormovement

over the following three centuries of the Abbasid dyn&sty.

The signs of the deterioration of Abbasid rule started to appear clearly in the second half of the 9th
century,accompanietby theappointmenbdf Turkishleadersasgovernorsof the Abbasidprovinces.
Since the Turkish | ead e the Ablmsid Goveindr of Edypt.datep, e n ¢
revoltedagainsthe Abbasiddynastyandoccupiedalargepartof Syria,includingDamascusin 878.

After thedeclineof Tulunid power,Damascus$ounditself undertherule of governorsaappointedrom

either Baghdad or Cairo depending on who had the greater military stféngth

In935,Mu ¥ a mima d estaplishpdhe Ikshidid dynastyandinstalled himselfasruler of Egypt,

he then extended his rule to Damascuschvistayed under the Ikshidid rule between 945 t0?468.

The Fatimids, who came from Cairo, succeeded in 974 in occupying Damascus, which represented
thecapitalof the Fatimidprovinceof Syria. Thecity witnessedhemosttroubledperiodin its history,

whereas uprisings and revolts were constantly inflaming. Moreover, the city was always at risk of
beingpillagedandlooted?® As aresultof theinsecurityandinstability, the original layoutof the city
underwent deep and enduring changes. For further explanation, Damascus was divided into several
districts; each district resembles a miniature city, provided with its own entire range of urban
establishments, such as mosqueS@nbathshamman), andmarkets § 1) €pr essential product§.

(Fig.6) On the otherhand,dueto thereligiousimportanceof the UmayyadMosque,it constituted,

¥ Degeorge2005:43
DWaltsinger& Watzinger1983:17
! Sack2005:29
*2Burns2005:131

%% |bid:135-136.

% Degeorge?005:48.

*® Sack2005:34.

% Sauvagel 989:65.
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with its surrounding official governmental buildings and commercial markets, the main center of

Damascusg’

Figure 6 Thetransformationof the chesgoadsnetworkinto a spontaneousne(Mansour2015:10)

The Seljuk Period:

Damascus surrendered in 1070 to the Turk leader Atsiz ibn Uvak, who was invited by the Fatimid
ruler of Damascuso suppress tribal revolt thathaderuptedn southerrSyria. Atsiz establishedhe
wayfortheS e | jauikalind 078.TheSeljukrulers,in turn, providedDamascusvith somestability

after three centuries of ongoing turm@ilAt the outset of the Seljuk period, Damascus witnessed
architecturaprosperityagain,andmanyconstructionsverebuilt, includingthecitadel,placedon the
northwestornerof thecity, replacingthe Romanfortification.?® Whatis more,Damascusadeleven
madrasa Thesemadariswere employed in a manner of consolidating $umniorthodoxy against

the S h i Jaflusnoe, which appeared in Damascus during the Fatimid period. Tiege
institutions are concentrated mostly in the area between the Umayyad Mosque and the citadel.
Another type of building that appeared in the Seljuk period, knownkhsiagah functioned as a
center for Sufi activities. As well as hospit@\daristang, such asth® a q Uq Mdourided tna n
1097, which represented the first hospital in Damascus built in this.ph@séle.1) (Fig.8)

Zal-R § ¥ 19960.

% Burns2005:141.

2 5ack2005:36
%0Burns2005:144-145
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The Zengid Period:

TheCrusadergresenceonstitutecathreatagainstDamascus thefirst half of thetwelfth century.

This coincided wit-Don h2i edd oftlse of ulAd mUdf aMll e
aiming at unifying the provincesagainstthe crusadersin 1154,N1 al-D 0 i n(thesonof A1 mU d
akbDon) entered the city peacefully with the ¢
experienced a level of security and peace. Besides, his influence on tpersisted to this day.
Moreover, the city started to expand outside its walls, and new districts appearadlkéq a ¢ b a
District to the north,al-S h U gtbitheisouth,andQ a 'ird a j tp tigwestof the city.>* Furthermore,

on the lower slopes o a s dVMiount, a new settlement known as talef] U1 i @istrictywas
established(Fig.7) It wasinhabitedby Palestinianmmigrantswho fled to Damascusfterthefall of
Jerusalem to the crusadéfs.

As Damascus became tidDé&nst saottegiad masenaf oNl wa
of the city. The citadel became his residence, the city walls were strengthened, and the gates were
renewed. Moreover, near the citadel, héitithe Supreme Court D U ¢ A dvihich no longer

exi sts. It I's worth mentioning that -Digme weelei
concentrated between the Umayyad Mosque and the citdéd.8)

Among the most striking public works were those focused on the water supply, with channels
constructed throughout the city.Also, a Maristan was established, which exists todéyl-
Bimarastaral-N T r. @ngof themostimportantof N | al- D § aonstructionsstheal-N I Hammam

locatedto the southof the UmayyadMosque hearhis funerarymadrasaThishammanis theearliest

example that has survived. The previous efforts of the Seljuk dynasty in estabiigtdagswere

continuedomy Ninrdeal hi s madariswere foynded’ltable.®)n new

' Burns2005:149-162
23R 6 9 199672

%3 Burns2005:162

% Degeorge2005:57
% Burns2005:162-167
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Buildings of Seljuk period

Buildings of Zengid period

4- Damascusitadel

14-thecity wall

5-a-l Udi Madpasaa

15DUalMadaNhri yya

6-al- A mQ n iMpdyasa

16- al-KallasaMadrasa

7-a-Mu A a § Madrasaa

17-a-N 1 r iallyuag Madtasa

8-al- ar k h Wadragay a

18 aFA A 1 r | Wadrasaa

8- al-Mujahidiyya akJ uwUni yvy a
Madrasa

19a-NT r i yajlal U9 i aFy a
Malikiyya Madrasa

9 -akfShar ¢ faHAkhrd ni yya
Madrasa

20-al-N | r i afKyuab Madrasa

10- al-BalkhiyyaMadrasa

21-al-Ri v U Miadyagaa

12-aFMi s mU Madgasaa

22-al-G h a z a Magirgsg a

13 al-Mujahidiyyaal-Bar Uni yvy a
Madrasa

23 al-D a q Bimaristan

24- al-N | Bimaristan

25 N1 al-D o Hammam

26- al-Jinigd Umi A

27-al-ShaykhA r s allUumi A

28-a-BUs hJIUnmi A

29 a bdl-BayanKhangah

30- al-Sijin Mill

3-aFSuma o A Khangap vy a

32- al-Najmiyyakhangah

Tablel (Thebuildingsin SeljukandZengidPeriodlllustratedonthe Correspondinglap) ( B a r m&midjd tdh0 r a

al- Baladiya2010: 42)
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The Ayyubid Period:

lal (DI ndlAyyT bo

wa s

t he

power f ul

Kur di

s h

eader

rival who wastitled sultanin 1174afterthedeathof NT al-D 0 Whenl a | a@ B 0 diedin 1193,

his brotheral-A U dtried to unite the Ayyubid empire,excludingthe sonsof | a | aBB1o from the

authority>® Given the paramount importance of fortified military constructions for the safety and

securityof the city, especiallyafterthe powerstrugglebetweerthe membersof the Ayyubid family,

al-A U debuiltthecitadelthoroughlyandrenewedhe city walls with its gates alsoherelocatechis

official residenceandthe thronehall to the citadel. After twenty-threeyearsof rule, al-A U doasked

away in 1218, sparking @ses of internal conflicts among his family's héfrs.

These struggles weakened the Ayyubid dynasty. In 1250, a Mamluk strongman known as Qutuz

appearedh Cairoandproclaimechimselfsultan,endingthe Ayyubid rule in Egypt3 Meanwhilethe

Mongols, the masters of Central Asia and Iran, since 1220 were advancing to the west. In 1258

Baghdadwvasoccupiedby the Mongols,who setfire to thecity, andkilled thelastAbbasidcaliphal-
Mu s 1 isbA | 1h 1260theMamluk sultanQutuzdefeatedheMongolsin thebattleof A A 01 T t .

% Degeorge2005:73.

37 Sack2005:41.

% Burns2005:188.
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Following this victory, Qutuzmarchednto Damascusndtook command®
Regardingheurbandevelopmenof thecity, thesuburbghatemergedn theZengidperiodexpanded
significantly, surrounding the whole city except the éX8ig.7) As a result of the renevaf the

citadel and its increased importance, the surrounding area gained significant importance, as the
religious buildings, especially theadaris were concentrated to the east of the citadel.

Notto mentionthatDamasasin the Ayyubid periodwitnessedathriving constructiorprogramwith
numerous religious and charitable buildings being endowed, most of which were endowed by

members of the court or significant figures of military and religious instituffoiBable.2) (Fig.9)

% Degeorge?005:73
40 bid: 75

“1 Sack2005:42
42Burns2005:188
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The buildings in the Ayyubid period

1-Damascusitadel 19-AI-NU 4 i aH) y w& nMagrasa

2-al-l a |Aiy+y Tdwer 20-Al-B a d r UMadrasy a

3-a-l gb U&-B i Y & iMadragay a 21-Al-1 a d r Magrgsa

4-all g b Uk g p a fMadraga 22- Al-Mugaddamiyyaal-J u w U nMagrasa
5-al-D a mU g hAl-Magrasa 23 Al-Jawzal Umi A

6-a-A Ul di &K y yMadrasa 24Al-S h UmiahByaa U n Madmasa

7-1 alakDigatAy y IMausoleum and- | 25-Al-Far u k h sMatrésa y y a
al-A A z § Madyagaa

8- al-TagawiyyaMadrasa 26-al-A | z zalByayr aU riMiadyagaa

9 a-R U w U YNlagrgsa 27- al-DikhwariyyaMadrasa

10-al-Qi mU zMagrgsa 28 al-Qaymariyyaal-K u b Madrasa

11- aFA Ad z r aMadrasy a 29 al-Qaymariyyaal- al-4 u g Madtasa
12-al-l a r mMadsasa 30DUalMada-Abr Owi yya
13- al-S h U mialyd yuawv U nMagrasa 31-D Ual-Qu r Wdak4 a d g-Ashrafiyya
14- al-Du wl U Madyagaa 32DUal1ada-Khr |l siyya

15-alQulayjiyyaal-S h U f iMAdragay a 33DUalMada-FbVI i yya
16- al-Qulayjiyyaal-4 a n a fMadraga 34-a-ZUwi gtabAi yy a

17-aFQa 4 U Madragah 35-aK h Ut | Khangaha

18 al-Ati d i lalli uygyhdadehsah 36-al-A s h MU $Mausoleum

37-a-kk Umi | Maysyleaim 500BUBIT mU

38 Mu A U w Mausulaum 5-BUShar qo

39 A A lakD¥g bin Zaynal-D § Mausuleum 52BU&-J Ubi yya

40- al-SilsilahHammam 53a-A4 mabmi A

41- S U rhilammam 54-akJ a rJr Wi A

42- alkA A d z r alainmgamna 5-aFSayyi dalshrieUbi Aah
43 al-A U m &amgmam 56- al-Tawbal Umi A

44- al-JawzaHammam 57-a-Man k a | Maliasay y a

45 al-J a dHandmam
46-BU&-Na Ai r
47-B U &l-Faraj

48 BU&-Far Udos
49BU&-l aghor

Table2 (Thebuildingsin the Ayyubid periodillustratedonthe Correspondingap( Fi g . 9 ) T(aBlahdndbiri g
al- Baladiya2010: 44)
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Figure 9 Damascusn theAyyubidperiod( B a r nrGmidgiel t dhCak- Baladiya201045)
The Mamluk Period:

The reunification between Syria and Egypt was achieved under Mamluk rule. Damascus continued
to enjoy its high prestige, and it remained the second capital of the Mamtakatal Hence,
especially in the period of wars with the Crusaders or to defend the city against the Mongols,
Damascus was chosen by sultans as their residence place. Even though the Mongols retreated from
Damascus, thenisk continuedo loom over the ion. Astheyinvaded Damascus many timése

last and worst one being during the reign of Tamerlane in ¥40@s worthy to mention that the
Mamluk era is divided into two periods as follows:

Thefirst, from 1250to 1382 wascalledthe Bahri (seabasedMamluk period,becausehe majority

of Mamlukslived ontheislandof Rodain theNile delta. Thesecondneis the Burji Mamluk period,

which lastedfrom 1382to 1517,wassonamedthe Arabic word "burj" means'tower"), becausehe

ruling elite originated at Cairo's Citadél.

In terms of the architecture side, Damascus obviously exhibits richness in Mamluk architecture,

following Cairo. Mamluk rule in Syria was a period of glory and greatnessregarding the

“al-R o v 1996386
4 Petersen996:172
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constructional developments. Many monuments were sponsored by the regime. Worth mentioning
that the majority of Mamluk buildings in Damascus still function as religiougdurcational
establishment$(Fig.10) As for the urbandevelopmenbf Damascusn the Mamluk period, the city
witnessed significantextensioron its outskirtsdueto overpopulation.Whereaghe constructiorof

the spectaculapalace of SultanBaybarswhich is knownasQ a 'ldIr3,A b, linahg greenhippodrome

was followed by the development of surrounding area, and a new district knoalrViasjah
appeared at that tinféWhat is more, duringtheei gn of Amor Tanki z, a n
as JuSkurmnalq , outside the walls to the west of
andt ¢ rirbthes region’’

In addition,A mdyalbughaal-Y i 9 y ddnstpuctechis mosqueon the northernsideof the castlein
theareaknownasunderthecastle(T a @ltQ a | Rkhémosqueservedasa spiritual centerfor the
area.Besidesijt playeda significantrole in reviving the surroundingzone,which wasrepresenteds

the military center. This area has been inhabited by Mamluk soldiers since the beginning of the
Mamluk period?® Furthermoreto the southof thecity, onthewayto Palestin@ndEgypt,al-T a wr 9 z 9
settlement was established with its famous mosquénaminmamAt the end of the Mamluk period,

theS U r Digtridtwasbuiltby) Ural-Dn S U r toth€hprthof thecity. It wasinhabitedby high-

ranking soldiers in the Mamluk periég{Fig.7)

**Burns2005:221

“alR 0 9 196412

“"al-S h i H&@lHbjsh1996:161
*® Sack2005:43
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The buildings in the Mamluk period

1- al-A U ma r Magrgsa

37- Mamluk Mausoleum

2-al-S h i h Ukhangap a

38 al-Wardd Umi A

3-a-0 Uhi Madsasaa

39- Mamluk Mausoleum

4-B Udl-Farajd Omi A

40- Mamluk Mausoleum

5 al-Qa /Hammam

41-AUmMu 0 a BHD & Mausoleum

6-DUa-Qur Alsi nj Uriyya

42-al-Qa w U s Magrgisa

7- al-JugmugiyyaMadrasa

43-al-S h Uh i Madrgsg a

8- all k h n UMadmsg a

44- a-N u ¥ U skhangata

9-al-S h a r Khangaly a

45 al-S u | Asbraf Hammam

10-aFShar Ub Malfaday y a

46 AU s Masiid

11-a-Ra b i MMadragaa

47- al-WardHammam

12-alJ a | UMadrgsp a

48 aFS O ddUxmi A

13-a-F Ur i Madsasaa

49alSaqdbbmi A

14BUKOs Un

50 al-Dikka Khan

15- al-JawhariyyaMadrasa

51-aFk-Dh ¢ n UZ W wiyyay a

16aFrKawk abUAlil g g a

52- Yalbughal Umi A

17-aFN a j ¢ IMadyagaa

53 a-Q a w U s Mayrgsa

18- Bayta-FAAq q Ud

54-al-Sh Uh i Madrgsg a

19 DUalQu r AlTankaziyya

55 a-Mu Aa D Umi A

20-Qa I A

56Ar a & lh i) J mhdMausoleum

21-Hi s Wmi A

57-a-S h Ub § Madiasay a

22DUalQur AllKhayvariyya

58 al-Si b U Madyagaa

23M0 Az alnSahta M i m

59-DaralQuranal-Af r i dl ni yya

24-Thecitadel 60- B a h UidMMausoleum

25- Ablution place 61-DUal-Qur Allab 1 randgliyyaa b i ni yy a
Mausoleum

26- JugmugKhan 62-al-J i A U Maugolewm

27- al-KhaznaSabil

63al-Bad&Zwwi yya

28 BaytManjak

64-akWa i ZYwi yya

29- al-N U 1 Bamgam

65AAdl-BarDvpi andSa b o |

30- D Ual S a A (davernomesidence)

66-al-T a w rHamng@m

31-a-Sr 1 jSlyqgy a

67-a-T a wrJ JmapdMadrasa

32-alWa r UapdakMuskiyyaS | q

68-al-T h Ub i Mosgyey a

33alkQabUqBi gy a

69 a- a wo sMogquea

34-aK h ay ysOtqd n

70-al- i wU Moggyea

35a-Dzi 806

71- al-MuzallagiyyaMausoleum

36-a-Ni s wl m

Table 3 (The buildingsin the Mamluk period lllustrated on the CorrespondingMap ( B a r nTCamli dabl t dhlak a

Baladiya2010: 46)
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Figure 10 Damascusn theMamlukperiod( B a r rTGirdidjiel tdh(al- Baladiya2010:47)
1.7. Damascusn The Ottoman Period:

Sultan Selim entered Damascus in 1516 witlzmwt resistancafterhe defeatedhe Mamluks in the

battleof Ma r |

to 1295, it was known aal-& a mw Q

H a Thematmained its new namat-Su | T Un

.MBgaused at hammanmnorth ofthecity, taking abath® This hammandates

Ha mma

Despite its historical importance in the modern agesh#drmmmamhas been used as a furniture

factory>

The Damascene inhabitants considered the Ottomansrsimilae previous neArab rulers of the

Arab lands, and probably the only change for them was moving the capital from Cairo to Istanbul.

Syria was divided in the Ottoman period into three provir{egalet) a coastal province and its

center,Tripoli; a northernprovinceandits center, Aleppo; andaninternal provinceandits center,

lbn” T | 1098:334340.
51 Burns2005:224-225.
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DamascusAs amatterof fact, the Ottomanprovincialsystemdepende@n theconcepf appointing

ruler ( w Uforgejich province. Eactv U lis@rovided with sultanic orders besides financial and
military support to execute these ord&rét is worth mentioning that Damascus had a prominent
positionin the Ottomanperioddueto its previouspositionasthe Umayyadcapitalandastheprincipal
startingpointfor theannualpilgrimagecaravarto the holy city of Mecca.Thereforethe governorof
Damascus was appointed as the paramount governor of3yria.

First off, the Ottomans maintained a policy of continuity and seldom made changes to the
administrativestructureof theoccupiedregions.Thus,the Ottomangnitially dependedargelyonthe
Mamluksfor their military andadministrativeposts.The Mamluk chiefjustice( Q Udl-@Qu i W) ¢

a-D 0ibnF a r WwHohadservedasthehighestfudgeof Damascusill theOttomansarrival, regained

his position in 15187 Moreover, Sultan Selim appointed the former Mamluk rdléldn b u-r d § &
GhazUl § as govEBUmom bDlie Ddenaskusf sultan Selim
the power from the Ottomans and expand his authority to Hama and Aleppo. Without gaining the
support of Damascenehabitants he gave himself the title of caliph. Eventually, an Ottoman force
sent from Constantinople putanendtothG@ a z U1 0> upri si ng.

In thewakeof thisrebellion,the Ottomansultanateduringthereignof SultanSuleimanmposedew
proceedings in order to integrate the province of Damascus into the Ottoman administrative system
and to eliminate aspects of the previous Mamluk tlle.

New Ottoman authorities took over all the roleatthad previously been held by the Mamluks. In
other words, a new administrative structure was created and maintained until the middle of the
seventeenth century.

By the seventeenth century, while the Ottoman Sultanatewaging wars against Persia and
Hungary, domestic dynasties, the Bedouin sheikhs, Turkman, Kurdish, and Arab emirs, benefiting
from the circumstances, tried to extend their power and strengthen their status at the cost of the
SublimePorte®® In Syria, theDruzeA m dFakhral-D 6ibn Ma A extendechis controlover Lebanon

first, thenseizedthereignof Damascudvetweenl605and1624,until he wasexecutedy the order

52 Shilsher1998:39-40
53 Master2005:19
54Weber19971998:432
Sibn” T | 1098:381

% Burns2005:225

>’ Cigdem1999:70

8 Degegorge2005:156
%9 |pid: 178
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of thePorte® TheOttomanEmpirehadto signthe Treatyof Karlowitz in 1699with theHoly League.

With thesigningof thistreaty,hugeportionsof Ottomanterritory werecededo Venice,Russiaand

Poland, signaling the beginning of the Decline of the Ottoman's Sulfinate.
Regardingdamascusatthebeginningof the eighteentttentury,it withessechaturalcatastrophesn
theonehand, such as epidemics, famine, and locust swarms. Also, therstiugigles between the
military forces: the imperial janissariethé Kapikul) and local entitiestiie Yerliyya. Moreover,
following theway of Fakhral-D § theA modra o 8 b i (LYDE 1722)succeedeth extendinghis
authority over a large part of Damasé&fis.

As a conseguence, theorte realized that appointing members of locahdsties to the post of
governor of Damascus could bring a semblance of peace and constancy. However, reversing its
previouspolicy, the Portelegislatedanewdecrean 1708,statingthatthegovernorof Damascusvas
appointedasthe A m lrd a f° The Ottomansplacedtheir hopesin the strengthof thelocalal-R oA 0 i m
Family to revive the Ottomanauthority. Al-A 0 Family succeededh this task for the mostpart.

They enforced order in the region and subordinatechémfestations of rebelliof.

The first governor fronal- oA OFianimi | 'y was Al smUAG |  PIZ30 ithtetitlenoh o r u |
A m & ag This marked the beginning of the ascendencal6LA O i m . Netably dnother
prominentfigure in this family is SuleimanPashaal-A A § (1784 8, 1741 3). He initiated apolicy of
reconciliation, aiming to gain the support of the residents of Damascus. Additionally, the most
famousoffice-beareris A A s Raslthwho seizedthe rule of Damascusfter the deathof his uncle
Suleimanin 1743.d, A s Paahdwasfollowed by hissonMu 4 a m whodereignlastednearlya decade

(1771 1783). The last governor al-A 0 i m Wasni AAbdul |l ah Pasha, who

his position in 1807 after failing to lead the pilgrimage caravan to M&cca.
1.7.1.TheRoleo f  “nahe Pttoman Period:

There were attempts made by the Ottoman sultanate to maitggnosition as the legitimate
successor to the Islamic caliph&end uphold the image of the sultan as a guard of the two Holy
Cities. Thus, the annual pilgrimage was an essential political event that could have amnetfiect

whole Muslim world. Owing to this reasonthe Ottomanauthority devotedconsiderableeffort to

Qalr o v 1996@3.

1 Degegorge2005:183
52 |pid: 183184

53 Burns2005:238

54 Shilsher1998:41.

% Burns2005:240-247
% Shilsher1998:40.
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guarante¢he safetyand successf the pilgrimage®’

Due to Damascus's location as the last urban settlement on the pilgrimage route to Mecca, it gained
highgeopoliticalsignificanceThroughouthe Mamluk period,therewereseverateparturéerminals

for the pilgrimage caravans that left from Iraq, Egypt, and Damascus each year. Additionally, some
years they departed from Aleppo and Kerak. However, during the Ottoman period, there were only
two departure gints: Damascus and Egypt.

HenceasDamascuservedastheannualmeetingpointfor pilgrims from differentpartsof the Islamic

world, it playedanessentiatolein thestrategyeconomyandadministratiorof thepilgrimageduring

the Ottoman era. Consequently, the andual jvas a significant factor in Damascus gro@th.

Thecity startedto regainits importanceandit withessecanenormouseconomic flourishmergince

it secured ateady flow of interchang®.Every year on a specific date, the pilgrims used to make
great commercial movements in Damascus both upon their arrival in the city and upon their return
from the holy places. On the one handytbought products from Damascus to cover their needs
throughtheirlong-distancgourney.Ontheotherhand theyusedto sellwhattheybroughtwith them

from their homeland§:

It is worth mentioning is that the pilgrimageute in Damascus extended extramurally from the
westerrpartof thecity, outsideB Udl-J U b i ytowardahM o d District in thesouth!/?As aresult,

new markets specialized in providing the pilgrims with their personal needgomus$ started to
emerge’® Forexampleal-Si n U rndg-§ a r wo sSH ianthewesternborderof Damascusn

the way leading to Mecc4(Fig.11)

" Degegorge005:184
%8 Bakhit1972:116

%9 Shilsher1998:39-40

°Degegorge005:157
"t Abdul-haq1950:123
23R a 7 2015:83

" Marino 2000:102

" Raymond1984:3¢
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Figure 11Thepilgrimageroutein Damascus irthe Ottomanperiod (al-Rahhal2015: 188)

1.7.2.The Changesin the Urban Plan of Damascusduring the Ottoman Period:

At the outset of the Ottoman period, Damascus experienced demographic changes primarily within
the walled city. Inconsequence, there was an orientation to the zone outside the city walls, which
became more spacious than the city itself, as it was estiraasedy-four hectares at the end of the
Mamluk period, while it rose to 183,5 hectares in the middle of the nineteenth ceéntury.

The city expanded toward the west and south. Additionally, a new trade center appeared to the
southwest of the Umayyad Mosque in the Ottoman period. Noteworthy, the three new centers that
appearedn the Ottomanperiodcorrespondetb political andeconomicauthoritycentersinsidethe

® Raymond1984:150
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walledcity gatheredhe Damascenelite stratawhowereengagedn trade. Thewesterrpart,outside
thewalledcity, wasspecializedor theOttomanrelite. In theal-M ¢ d District to thesouthof thecity,

the grain traders, and the militaries (soldiéfs).
The Expansionof the City to the South: (AI-M9 d Un ) :

Themostimportantfeatureof Damascu#n the Ottomanperiodwasthe expansiorsouthwardeyond

the city walls and the development of theM d d District, which stretches for up to two k.
Althoughtherewasarchitecturahctivity in theal-M ¢ d Districtin the previousMamluk period,this
districttookits final shapeandattainedts highimportanceduringthe Ottomanreign. This expansion

is closely related to the district's religious importance, due to its location on the pilgrimag® route,
andcommerciakignificancesincethisdistrict,from theendof theMamluk period,bea@methecenter

of grain trade, and large storerooms were erected to receive the grai& flom®(Rig.7) Worth
mentioning that thenost important constructions tife Ottoman perioth theal-M § d District are
al-Mu r U dNoggueandF a tA@indial-F | U qHamreaimwhichwill be detailedin the following

chapters.

The Expansion ofthe City to the West:

Ottoman attention was oriented to the area outside of the city wall, particularly along the western
extramuralpart of the city &I-D a r w @ sSkraet), yoaseveral reasons: first, there was a need for
largespaceso constructarchitecturatomplexesasthis areawascharacterizethy alow architectural
density®® Furthermoreal-D a r w § sStreéietywasthe essentiabtreetof the city, distinguishedy its

political importance as part of the pilgrimage route to the south. Thus, it was the perfect place to
present Ottoman dominance through monumental complexes built underrtdregatof the ruling

elite®*

As a result, a new urban center in Damascus emerged in the first century of Ottoman rule. The
OttomanSarayis considered onef the most significant monuments dfis zone, locateth front of

B U bI-N a Ffradditionally, a seriesof importantmosqueswere built underthe sponsorshipof

"6 Marino 2000:15
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Ottoman rulersDervish Pashavlosque in 1574, followed b8inan PashaMosque in 1586, which
confirmed the orientation of Damascus toward d¢ha jRgute. It is worth noting that this trermd
expanding the city towards the west started in the 14th and15th centuries, accompanied by the
reconstruction oDamascus citadel, which attracted military and cagdtvity to thewesternpartof

the city®® (Fig.7)

1.7.3. The Endowment (wagqf) in the Ottoman Period:

The Ottoman era saw a notable growing of endowments in many kinds of disciplines. Endowments
therefore had a major impact on the domains of religion, education, com(careganserais,
khans) social welfare (chaty funds, centers serving freeeals to theoor). Here, it is important to
highlight the ruling class's strong desire to construct a wide range of urban amenities under the
auspices of endowments, including mosquesdaris, hammamsand caravanserais as an

expression of their attachment to the sultan and their loyalty to thé*tate

In terms of the endowment trend in Damascus, the Ottoman period under consideration may be

divided into two levels:
-Thesixteenthand earlyseventeenth centurigie sultanicandvizierial endowments
-Theeighteentrcentury: theageof thenotableg dbti Ly Un )

In the sixteenth century, there was a noticeable increase in the density of religious and commercial
endowments, sponsored by the sultans and the Ottoman rulers. These endowments served as
important means to impose Ottoman authority in the newly occupieas aand to help the
Ottomanization of Damascus in institutional, spatial, and visual terms. Furthermore, these buildings
were used as a link between the local population and the auffi(fity.12) In the seventeenth

centuy, architectural activity decreased compared to the previous century, and construction was

limited insidethewalledcity until thearrival of theal-3,A ORamilyto therule.®%(Fig.13)
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Al-Sulaimaniyyah complex 2- mosque and mausuleum of Murad Basha 3- mosque of Dervish Basha 4- mausuleum of
Dervish Basha 5- souk of Dervish Basha 6- khan al Harir 7- khan al Zayt 8- khan al Qumash 9- mosque of Sinan Basha 10-
bath of Sinadn Basha 11- madrasah of Sinén Basha 12- souk of Sin&n Basha 13- bedestan of Murad Basha 14- mausuleum
of Ahmad Shamsi Basha 15- mosque and khan of Lala Mustafa Basha

Figure 12 Thelocationof sixteenthcenturyOttomanconstructionin DamascugCigdem1999:75)
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100 m

Figure 13 Thelocation of eighteenthcenturyOttomanconstructionin DamascugBurns2005:242)

Hereunderrethe mostimportantsultanicendowmnetsndbuildingsendowedoy Ottomanrulersin
the sixteenth century. These structures played an important role in spreading Ottoman architectural

style in Damascus and creating local Ottoman architecture.
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The complex The sponsor The date of The location Brief description
name construction
Selimiyya SultanSelim| 1517 a-l Ul i i y y[The first Ottomancomplexin
complex District Syria.
Suleimaniyyah SultanSuleiman 1554 1560 Locatedalongthe [Thesecondsultanicfoundatior|
complex northern bank of |in the city. Itconsistsof a law
theBaradeRiver,it |schoolwith its ownmosqueAs
was constructed onwell as a main mosque with
the site of the shopstekke,andotherfacilities
previous Mamluk ffor pilgrims®’
pal ace- ((Q
Ablaq).
LalaMustafaPashaThevizier Lala 15501 1560 Outsidethe It is the first large vizieri
group Mustafa Pasha walledcity, north  |complex in the city, consistij
of the citadel. of a mosque, a bath (aR U
Hammam), three khans, ¢
t wo Siqgs. Th
destroyed in 1936
AhmadShamsi  [ThevizierAhmad | 1563 Southof the It consists of a mosque an
Pasha group Shamsi Pasha citadel, wherethe s T q -S{ BUhi yya
MamlukGovernor'sjadditiontoal-d T k h Khgan/*
Pal ace- (O
SaAUda)
and the al
lsfahUOniy
Madrasalonce
stood.
MuradPasha The vizier 15681569 al-Mo d Un It consistofa-Mu r Ud i
Mosque MuradPasha District Mosque ™

87G ¢ - hkaKoleli 2018:1.

8 Cigdem 199974.

89 \Weber19971998:444.

% Cigdem 1999:74.
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Dervish The vizier (1571 1573) The mosque, the fountainit consists of al-
Pasha DervishPasha and the tomb are locateDar wd s hi yya
Group outsidethewalledcity, in the Mausoleum, and al
western part, while the khaM ar ¢ r khan .|
andthe hammamarelocated there is aQUs h U
southwest of the UmayyaHamman?*
Mosque.
SinanPasha Thevizier Sinan (1586) It locatesoutsidethe It consistofal-Si n U
Group Pasha walled city, in Mosque, Madrasa,
thewestermpart. HammamandsS T & .

authaor

Table 3 Ottoman construction in Damascus in the sixteenth century by the

1.7.4.Damascudn the Eighteenth Century: The Age of the Notables( At Ay Un ) :

This perioddiffers from thefirst hundredyearsof Ottomanrule. During thattime, high officials andgovernors
cameto Damascus, established large buildings and pélicdations, and theleft again®® In the eighteenth
century,theinitiative wastakenby local families, mostof whomwerein the Ottomanservice. Theybuilt huge
palacesmadaris andgreatkhansconcentrateéhsidethewalledcity, ** with aspeciafocusonthecommercial
buildings, as severahanswere constructed to the south of the Umayyad MoSv(Eig.13) Unlike the
previous period, when many mosques were funded, the inclination in this age was todulalis palaces,

andlargerscalekhansto signify commerciaimight*® The mostsignificantinitiatives andstructuressupported

by Damascene rulers throughout the eighteenth century are listed below.

“alR o 9 1996386.
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FI Uginsdo ¢

The complexname [The date of The location Brief description
construction

| s mkeashal It includesal-

\ . 1728 Southwest of the o

A A O group Umayyadviosque Khay yMddragan
and Hammani’

SuleimarPasha 1736 Southwest of the ltincludesak-4 a mU A 1

al-A A 0 group UmayyadViosque khan, and al
Suleimaniyyaviadrasa?®

FatAd @aa-do 1745 Thehammam It includes hammam

locatesnal-M 9 d U n
District and the
mosque locates in
a-Qaymar oyy
District.

and mosqué’

Madrassah

gr/éjp%mm A D1 M1749 1750 Southwest of the :l “:i\'%diesm
Umayyadviosque i
Yy au Palaceand
Khan®

Umayyad Mosque

Table 4 Ottoman construction in the age of

notables by the author
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1.8. Analytical Study:

Based on the information provided in Table 1, which outlines the projects of the sixteenth century, an

2, which details the projects of the eighteenth century, it should be noted that:

Seven complexes were built in the sixteenth century; two of which were sponsored by Ottoman sult
complex ofSultan Selim,land the complex o$ultan SuleimanThe presence of sultanic complexes
Damascus refers to the high importance of the ipo@/The remaining five complexes were patronized

Ottoman rulers.

On the other hand, the sultanic complexes were nonexistent in the eighteenth century, and all of the
wereinitiated by the al- duA 0DFRamily, with the exceptionof the F a talA | U gMosgaeaind Hammam This
might be justified by the fact that the Ottoman Empire became too preoccupied by its numerous diffi

tribal rebellions, and pressing challenges in Europe, which led to Syria's rapid decline in priority.

Regardinghelocationof the sixteenthcenturycomplexesit is clearlyrealizedthattheywerenot clusteredn
onearea;insteadtheyweredispersedcrossseveraurbancentersThe Selimcomplex for instancewasbuilt
in theal- Ul i Oistycy situated above the tomb of the S8fh ay k h  i. Ame al-Swleimartiyga
Complexreplacedhe previousMamluk Palace Q aaHAblaq). Meanwhilethe Lala MustafaPashagroupis
located north of the citadel, and tABmad Shamsi Pasttmmplex, les to the south of the citadel, occupyir
the site previously held by thal-l s f ah Uni yy arfdD Wa-8 a REkiesebpalace of the Mamlul
governor. Lastly, thévurad PashaMosque,Dervish PashaViosque, andSinan Pashavlosque are locatec
alongthe pilgrimageroute.On the otherhand the scarcityof sufficientareamayhavecontributedo theabsence
of K¢ | |im amascus during the Ottoman period. In many cases, it is evident that creating new str
would haverequiredthe demolitionof olderones ,which mayhavebeenimpracticalor undesirabldor various
reasonsincludinghistoricalvalueor economidactors.Furthermoretheabsencefk ¢ | liniDgneascusould
beattributedto thedistributionof architecturatentersduringthe Ottomanperiod.Commerciabuildingswere
concentrated inside the walled city, southwest of the Umayyad Mosque, while religious buildings
concentratedlongthepilgrimageroute.As aresult,it wasdifficult to gatherall thebuildingsinto onecomplex,

which is an essential condition for creatingg | .I i y e

Additionally, it is noticed that there is a concentratiorklthnsand madarisof the eighteenth century in th
southwest of the Umayyad Mosque. Except for tha t OB 1 (g Masqué which is locatechiak
Qa y ma rigtiicy, and hishammamis along the pilgrimage route. As it was mentioned before, inside

walledcity gatheredhedamascenelite strataywhowereengagedn trade.Thewestermpart,outsidethewalled
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city, wasspecializedor the Ottomanelite.

Finally, the presence of mosquesnoadarisin all of the complexes in the studied period suggests that
religious buildings were mainly used to strengthen the ruler's position as a leader and to obtain

reputaion.
1.9.Results

Damascus is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. It has evolved through d
historical levels, starting from its establishment in the first millennium B.C., when it was a small Ar:
settlement in the westepart of the city. In the Classic periods (Hellenistic and Roman), Damascus be
take shape as a real city. It was characterized by broad, organized streets, provided with temples a
buildings. Damascus becarpartof the Byzantine Empiren thefourth century, although there are not mat

Byzantine remains there.

The Muslim armies arrived in Damascus in 635. The actual transformation began in the Umayyad peri
whenDamascusunctionedasthe capitalof the Umayyadstate Knowing that eaclcaliphhadanimportant
role in the architectural development of the city.

In contrast to the prosperity of the Umayyad period, Damascus lost its importance during the Abbasid
It was ruled by several dynasties: Thdunid, thelkshid, and therthe Fatimid dynasty. Concernirtge urban
development of Damascus in the Middle Ages, the city started to lose its classic urban plan. Its stre

gradually converted into Independent neighborhoods, each with its own public service.

Starting with the Sglk period, followed by the Zengid, Ayyubid, and Mamluk periods, Damascus beg
restore its glory. It was governed by sultans, who sponsored religious, educational, and charitable pre
the one hand, and concentrated on the fortification of tigeonithe other, as a result of the importance of
strategic position in their wars against the crusaders and the Mongols. Furthermore, the city started t
beyond its walls, and new districts emerged to the north, south, and west of the titthé\abnstruction of

the castle, the religious structures were centered between the Umayyad Mosque and the castle.

In the Ottomanperiod,Damascuservedasthe centerof theinternalprovince.Moreover,it heldanimportant
positionasthedeparturgointof pilgrimagecaravanslnitially, therewereno noticeablechangesn themilitary
and administrative systems in DamasStagUl Bowev

authority of Damascus, the Ottoman sultanate imposed atnietwuling method.
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The Ottoman sultanate began to decline in the early seventeenth century, preoccupied with its wal
Damascus became tterget ofdomestidforces' ambitions. This had an impact on the architectural trends
led o its decline. Damascus was also affected by natural calamities and political upheavals at the ste
eighteenth century. In order to ensure security, the Ottoman sultanate relied on local families to cor
situation in Damascus, with tred-0B i Family being the most influential during this era. This, in tu

substantially supported construction activity.

Notwithstanding the different historical phases that Damascus has gone through, it is notable that the
structuresn Damascuslatefrom the Ottomanperiod,with the exceptionof afew thatdatefrom earliertimes.
The lack of preOttoman structures could be attributed mainly to the tensions in the city, starting wi
Fatimidperiod,whenthecity withnessedn severabccasionsintentionaldestructionAdditionally, theMongol
invasionin 1260wasfollowed by the Timurid onein 1402.Moreover the Ottomanpolicy, which dependean

the destruction of the Mamluk buildings and replacing them with new Ottoman ones.
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2. CHAPTER Il

The DamascendReligiousArchitecture in the
Ottoman Period
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This chapter attempts to explain the Damascene religious architecture of the Ottoman era. A brief de:
of the Ottomanreligiousbuildingsin the Anatolianpeninsulawheretheir threephase®f developmenwill be
provided, to understand the Ottoman influences on the Damascene religious architecture.

To identify any local effects on the Damascene religious structures throughout the Ottoman period,
description of the Mamluk mosquesiadarisandt ¢ r b e s (imDmamascud ieoffered.

Lastly,two sultaniccomplexesandseveraDamascenenosquesiadaris,andmausolealatingto theOttoman
period are displayed to find out how a le€ttoman style manifested itself in the Damascene religi
architecture throughout the Ottoman period.
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2.1. Introduction :

Ottomanarchitectureand artevolvedfrom Seljukroots.With the Ottomancaptureof Constantinopléen 1453,
headedy SultanMehmedll, Byzantineheritageserved agn inspiratiorfor Ottomanarchitectureandart. As
a result, Ottoman architecture entered a tremendous era of growth, which almost reached its apex d
sixteenth century.

When the Ottomans arrived in Damascus in 1516, they brought with them new official architectural fi
thatdistinguishedhenewOttomancity from theearlierera.However theMamluk period'searlierarchitectural
and artistic features remained to be visibl¢he new Ottomadsera structures. Therefore, the Mamluk style
Damascus did not entirely vanish at this time. Rather, it was blended with the new style.

2.2.Brief History of the Ottoman Sultanate:

Theword "Ottoman" comeffom Osman Iwho established th@ttomanEmpireas asmall principality in the
late 13thcentury.Osman'snaingoalswereto increasehis dominanceandconquemoreByzantineterritory %2
Starting fom the second half of the fifteenth century, the Ottoman Empire developed into an importar
power,dominatingwesterrandnorthernAnatoliaanda largepartof the BalkanPeninsuld % With thecapture
of Constantinople in 1453, the classic period of the Ottoman Empire began, lasting until the beginnin
eighteentltentury.This periodwascharacterizethy theterritorialexpansiorof the OttomanEmpire,stretching
from Iran in the east tblungary in the west, Crimea in the north, and Morocco in the south. This expa
reinforcedthe Ottoman Empire'positionas amajorworld power,makingit a key playerin Europearpolitics
andtheleadingnavalforcein the MediterraneanWith theconquest®f EgyptandSyriain 1516,the Ottomans
gainedcontrolof importantlandsthatprovidedeasyaccesso the RedSeaandthelndianOceanBy themiddle
of the sixteenth century, the state increasingly faced the need to secure its bordersaratbelatge them.
Beginning from the second phase of Suleiman's reign, his triumphs decreased, and campaigns result
conquest®

The Ottoman military power in Europe peaked in 1683, during the siege of Viennavétpweeir failure
resultedn adeclinethatlasteduntil the eighteentlcentury.Despitelosing significantterritory to local leaders
in Europe and the Middle East, the Ottoman sultanate remained a prominent power in the nineteenth
TheOttomanEmpire'sparticipationin the First World War resultedn thelossof Arab regionsanda European

attemptto rule Anatolia. Europearexpansionisnencourageé reactionin the AnatolianPeninsularesulting

192 1mber2022:8.
193 |nalcik 1973:3.
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in therise of the Young Turksandthe collaps@f the Ottoman sultanatien 1922:°°

2.3. Developmentof the Ottoman Architecture in the Anatolian Peninsula:

Thehistoricaldevelopmentf theOttomansultanatevasclearlyreflectedn its architecturegoincidingroughly

with its historical phases as the following:

1-In theearlyperiodbetweerthethirteenthandfifteenthcenturieghestatewitnessed flourishingconstruction
movement, started in Bursa, the first capital of the Ottoman state, then Edirne, the second Ottom&R cz
2-The classic period, which lasted from the capture of Constantinople (Istanbul) in 1453 tanhenbexf
the eighteenthcentury, as well as significant developmentsn art and architectureinfluencedby the new
Byzantinearchitecturabtylesof Istanbul'sHagiaSophiachurch'®’ It's worth mentioningthatthe heightof the
classicalkerawasreachedinder theule of SultanSuleiman andhis immediate successo8elimIl andMurad
Il. Their principal architect, Sinan, adorned Istanbul, and other towns of the empire with magnificent m
complexes and other building®

It is important to shed light on the architect Sinan, who initially served as a military engineer assigne
janissaries and participated in five of Suleiman’'s campings. In 1538, Suleiman appointed him as tie
the Imperial Architects, a position he held for fifty years. Sinan's architectural journey began wi
construction of his first mosque in Aleppo. Over the next five decades, he embellished the Ottoman
with aremarkablenumberof mosquecomplexesandotherstructuresAmonghis mostrenownednasterpieces
are the Suleymaniye Mosque in Istanbul and the Selimiye Mosque in Effirne
3-TheEuropeannfluenceerabegann theearlyeighteentltenturyasthe OttomanEmpre begarto deteriorate,
coincidingwith arisein Europeannfluence.Thistimewitnessedheemergencef the Tulip periodin Ottoman
artandarchitecturg1718-1730),followed by the BaroqueandRococoperiods which lasteduntil thecollapse
of the Ottoman sultanate in the twentieth centtfy.

It is vital to notethatthis chapteffocusesspecificallyonthereligiousarchitectureof the classicalperiod,asall

significant Damascene mosques date from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.
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2.4. The Ottoman ReligiousBuildings in the ClassicalPeriod in Anatolian peninsula:

TheOttomanoccupatiorof Constantinoplén 1453enabledOttomanarchitectdo geta broaderperspectiveon
otherarchitecturatlesignsThechurchof HagiaSophiahadthegreateseffectonthenewarchitecturabtyle**
Thus,thefifteenthcenturywasmarkedby theintroductionof newstylesof massivemosquessymbolizingthe
new Ottoman capital's international importance and the expanding authority of its Sdltans.
Generally the mosqueof the classicOttomanperiodconsistof a courtyardwith domedporticoprecedinghe
prayerhall, whichin turnis coveredwith acentraldome,usuallysurroundedy semidomesandsmallerdomes,
in addition to several cylindricathaped minarets?

Themadrasawasa significantinstitution. It often hasaregularlayout,with a centralcourtyardsurroundedy
a domed portico on its four sides. The lecturié {@ershanepccupies the center of one side, and the dor
student halls are distributed on the other stdeés.

To provide a more comprehensive explanation of the classical period, three mosques from different
will be represented, beginning with Bayazid 1l Mosque in Istanbul, which was built in the early six
century(1506), al-Suleimaniyyaosque(1557)in Istanbul,al-SelimiyeMosquein Edirne,which wasbuilt in
the second half of the sixteenth century (1574), @olan Ahmadviosque (the Blue Mosque) in Istanbt
(1617). In addition t@l-SelimiyeMadrasa, the best example depicts the classical age, as it was built |
architect Sinan, and represents thadgplayout of the Ottomamadrasa.

Studying these examples will enable us to follow the evolution of Ottoman architecture during the cl

period, starting from the early sixteenth century and moving on to later instances.

2.4.1.Bayazid Il Mosque:

It is theearliest example of the Ottoman imperial mosques, which marked the beginning of the classic
in Ottoman architectur€? It was built according to the command of the Sultan Bayazid Il between 150:
1506, by the atdtect KhayralDgn, who created a new crucifor-n
shapedprayerhall coveredwith ahugecentraldome, withtwo semidomeson eitherside,oneabovethe door

and the other above timeihrab, and four small domes on each side. On the eastern and western sides

prayerhall, therearetwo rectangulamwings; eachwing is coveredwith five domes-*° Theprayerhall itself is

M peterser1996:220
M2 Freely2011:185
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preceded by a domed arcaded courtyard, with a pool in its center. Two sialgieny minarets are in the

northern side of the mosql(Fig.14)
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Figure 14 Thelayoutof Bayazid lIMosque(Koran1968:194)

2.4.2. Al- SuleimaniyyaMosque:

Theenormousnosqueandcomplex,which wasinitiated inthe midstof the sixteenth centurywasfinishedin
1557aftersevernyears.Themosque'slomeis extendedothontheentryandtheqibla sidesby two half domes,
andit is supportedy four enormougiers.Thesideaislesarecoveredwith five domesarrangedn asuccession
of largeandtiny domedareasinteriorly, themihrabwall is ornamentedavith faiencedecorationTheminaretes
are situated at each of the courtyard's four corttérs.

Finally, it is worth mentioning that the complex also includes Sultan Suleiman and his wife Rex®lan:
graves, located just behind the mosque. Moreover, there is a speamsidadasaor the teaching ohadith,

a primary schoofmekteb) maristan, hammam, caravanseraindimaret!'® (Fig.15)

1 peterser1996:221
18 Aslanapal971:220
19 Freely2011:249.

62|Page



= |

7~

T me YWQO

"o
Mosque | L

o)

=iy
C‘anvan\zaray

i
T

J “imaref -
.

Dar 0! kura

a

Entrance O Water control

T | i | Cargs J /1
E‘_“m’}:]f%c T r—‘; oo /
*TTﬂ Bl = .
**Damssnta Tip medn?.sesi-’iz.t 4 . :
P ul‘ -
Ui | THE SULEYMANIYE

Figure 15thelayoutof al- Suleimaniyyaomplex(Freely2011:249)

2.4.3. Al-SelimiyeMosque:

It wasbuilt by orderof SultanSelim|l betweerl569and1574in Edirneby thearchitectSinan*?° A significant
architectural renovation appears in this mosque, reflected through its hemisgsteajoad dome, which ha
thesamedimensionasthe HagiaSophiadome®?! Exteriorly, the domeis surroundedy semidomesknowing
thatthesesemdi o mes dondét have an y-trassferringelenentg they tverenjusttused
cover the gallerie¥*

Interiorly, the dome rests on an octagonal badech settles on eight huge piers, known as the elephant
invented by architect Sindf® The prayer hall is surrounded on its three sides wighaped upper galleries
Themihrabis situatedn aprojectingapsepnthesoutherf a - @f theanosqueThedomedarcadedourtyard
with acentralk a d é precealesheprayerhall. Additionally, themosquehasfour slendeminarets-*4Fig.16)
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Figure 16 Thelayoutof al-SelimiyeComplex(Necipoglu 2004239)

2.4.4. Sultan Ahmad Mosque: (The Blue Mosque)

Its constructiortook placebetweenl606and1616in Istanbul,by thearchitectMehemetAgha,ontheorderof
Sultan Ahmad t?° It is considered the largest mosque among the Ottoman imperial mé$tDes. to the
blue ceramic tiles that coverore than threguarters of its walls and are decorated with floral and geom:
patterns, the building is often referred to as the "Blue Mostflie".

Regardinghedomestheprayerhall is coveredwith alargecentraldome surroundedby four semidomesone

15 Freely2011:329.
126 Aslanapal 971:229.
27 al-A U b i 2005:162.
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on each side; the serdomes on the east and west sides are surrounded by three exedras and the on
north and south are surrounded by two exedras on each side, and on the corners of the building ther
four small dome$?®

The prayer hall is squaighaped. Its eastern and western sides feature quattesogns due to the exterio
easterrandwesternsemidomeswhich werealsosurroundedy smallersemi domesasmentionedabove'?
Theprayerhall is precededy anequaldimensiondomedporticoedcourtyardwith ahexagonak a d €inits a

center'*® Additionally, the Blue Mosque is characterized by its six slendernetista (Fig.17)

Figure 17Thelayoutof SultanAhmad MosquéHilary& Freely2010:108)

2.4.5.Al- Selimiye Madrasa:

It was built between 1569 and 1574, designed by architect Sinan, and formedgbag8edimiyecomplex in
Edirne, sponsored by Sultan Selim II. It features a square arcaded courtyard; the domed classroom i

on the northwestside, while the studentrooms line the southeastnortheast,and southwestsidesof the

128 Freely2011:331.
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courtyard*qFig.16)

2.5. An Overview of the Architectural Characteristics of Religious Buildings in the Mamluk

Period in Damascus:

Mamluk constructionavedistinctdesignsandspecificcharacteristicsTheirfacadesarecoveredwith courses
of black basalt, white limestone, and pink limestone. Medallions, Calligraphic decorations, inscriptive
interlocked bands, and blazons are used to adorratdseld->* A symmetrical composition is created by
gateway in the center,maugarnascanopy above it, and window niches on either §de.

The majority of Mamluk mosques in Damascus adopted the hypostyle plan of the Umayyad Mosqu
mosques were scakebwn versions of the Umayyad one. They consisted of a dooibteple-aisled prayer
hall preceded by a courtyaltf. A new style of minarets appeared in the Mamluk period, beside the st
shape, as the octagorsilaped minarefs®

The al-T a w rMp=gge, located outside the walled city, is an example of a Damascene masqubed
Maml uk er a. Bui IDOnbKhAdm@gt Q@Hhai n 44U 26, Themprayarcall;
consisting of three porticoes(arcades), is placed after the ssheped tomb. The entrance of the mosqui
surmounted by a trefoil archAdditionally, the squarshaped minaret was built separately from t
mosque-*'(Fig. 18)
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Figure 18 Thelayoutofal- T a w rM@stjuie(https://bornindamascus.blogspot.com)

The traditional layout of the Mamlukadrasafollowed the Seljuk cruciform plan, consisting of an interr
courtyard surrounded by fouwans and often included theausoleaof its founder:*® Many of themadaris

that were built in the Mamluk period in Damascus were destroyed or abandoned, while a few of the
restored. It is known that the Ottoman patrons focused more on building new mosques with atéatzrex
than on repairing the previous buildings

Onesuch instance of the Mamlukadarisin Damascus is thal-Jugmugiyya Madrasdt was one of the first
buildings constructed during the fifteenth century, following the destruction of Damascus caused

Timurids. It wasbuilt in 1421by thegovernorof DamascusSayfal-D ¢ Jugmugqlt embodieghearchitectural

138\Valtsinger& Watzingerl983:26
1% Bakhit1972:154.
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characteristicandthe decorativeart of the Mamluks,featuring thecruciformlayout, witha centralcourtyard,

a basin, fouiwans and themausoleaf the builder located in one of the corn&¥Fig.19)
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Figure 19 Thelayoutof al-Jugmugiyyaviadrasa( Nt QMfaathndi a r2014:842)

o

Anotherexampleis al-0 U h i Madyagaalt servedasa residentialplacefor the fathero f 1 aD Qe
AAvy y,kiownasD U al-3,A g §nd2v9,this housewas purchasedy al-0 U hBiaybars,and convertedto a
madrasaandt ¢ r*Hleconsists of a courtyard surrounded byiaan on the eastern side for teaching tl
Shafiite doctrine and one iwan on the southern side for teaching the Hanafi doctrine, while the north
includesthes t u d mams,andon thewesternsidethereareno roomsexceptheentrancef the madrasa*?
In this madrasathe sultanBaybarsandhis sonal-Malik al-S a Av@rdburied. Themadrasawasrenewedn a

modern style, and nowadays it is used as a library knowh(@s) h i Library™d

2.6. The DamasceneReligiousBuildings in the Ottoman Period:

The mosquemadrasa andt ¢ rwere among the religious structures construciethb rulers of Damascu:
throughouthe Ottomanera,particularlyduringthe sixteenthcentury.Thesestructuresveretypically grouped
together in complexes. Moreover, the imaret, a cultural institution that arose during Ottoman rule, ap

the two sultanic complexes in Damascus.

140 Abdul-haq1950:114.
“lalkS hi H¥96:379.
142D a2 h m98L:117.

“alAl |18892037-138.

68|Page



The Mosque:

During the Ottoman period, Damascene mosques were built in a new architectural style distinct from
the earlier era¥** This new style, including itsayout and new architectural elements, will be describec

detail below.
The Madrasa:

Throughout the Ottoman era, there was a significant decline in the nuniedafisconstructed . Notably,
only threemadarisweresponsoredby Ottomangovernorsn the sixteenthcentury,andonly five madariswere
built in the eighteenth century. Thes®adariswill be described in detail in later subsections. The prim
causes of this declination were as follows:

-The official cancellation of the three Islamic jurisgence doctrines, making the Hanafi doctrine the offic
one in the Ottoman sultanate.

- Theimpositionof theOttomanlanguagestheofficial statdlanguagewhich haltedscientificadvancement®
Regardinghearchitecturalayoutof themadrasathe Mamluk stylecompletelydisappeareth the newly built
madrasa being replaced by the new Ottoman layout. This new layout consists of rooms regularly dist

around a rectangular courtyaft.

TheT ¢ r @nausolea):

Thereareonly afew exampleof Ottomanmausolean DamascusUnlike in previousperiodswhenmausolea
werebuilt insidemadarisor mosquesgduringthe Ottomanperiod,theywerebuilt separatelypftenasattached
buildingsnextto themosque*” Additionally, Ottomanperiodmausoleaadfewerdecorationsindinscriptions

compared to those of the Mamluk perf§d.
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The Imaret:

The imaret, also known as the soup kitchen in Europe, is one of the cultural institutions that arose
Ottoman rule. Its main function was to distribute meals to the poor, and it also played an important
maintaining peace in Damascene society. It wagnaily developed in the towns and along the roads t

connected them before it became one of the fundamental components of Ottomar“Culture.

2.7.The DevelopmentPhasesof Ottoman Architecture in Damascus:

The First Phase (he Mamluk Influences): 15161520:

TheOttomangovernment'attemptto maintainthe sametraditionsin Damascusvithout anyseriouseffortsfor
change was one of the factors that contributed to the persistence of the Mamluk style at the begil
Ottomanrule. For example,on the orderof SultanSelim |, the DamascenarchitectS h i aHD ) al-A A”

retainechis previouspositionasheadof Damascenarchitectscommissioninghim to designnewbuildings™°
The SecondPhase(Ottoman Influences):

With the death of the Ottoman Sultan S&hamUl ¢
rebellion against Ottoman rule, marking the beginning of this era. Consequently, and to ensure a c
integration of imascus into the Ottoman administrative system, stronger measures had to be imple
These new Ottoman measures extended to the architectural side of Damascus, whereas the Ottomar
utilizedthearchitecturdo confirmthecentralizatiorof Ottomanrule andasserits claim asthesupremdslamic
state. However, unlike the earlier era, the Ottoman administration made a greater effort to prorn
traditional Ottoman architectural styf®. resulting in a reduction of the previous Mamluk architectu
traditions’>?

The first step in spreading the new Ottoman style in the vassal states was creating the imperial arcl
office in the middle of the sixtedm century. The task of this office was to supervise the execution o
architectural projects, which were sponsored by the imperial and ruling elite and followed the O
architectural style, either in the capital or in the provinces. The archaepajects had received varyin
degrees oattentionfrom theimperialarchitecturabffice, accordingo the levelof patronageandthelocation

of theprojects.Whereaghe sultanicandmostof thevizierial projectsin Istanbulweredirectly supervisedy

W9 alA T n (LA93:103.
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the chief architect and his immediate subordinates. With regard to sultanic projects outside the capita
architects were sent from the capital, while buildings sponsored by lesser patrons were supervised
architects and craftsmen. Sometinties plan was provided by the imperial architectural offiéét's worth
mentioningthatthe Empireemployedthe sameunit systemfor architecturaprojectsthroughoutts territories.

Across the Empire, a standardized unit of 75.8 cm width, known as the mimari arsin, was'gtilized.

2.8. Examplesof ReligiousArchitecture in Damascusin The SixteenthCentury:

Based on what was mentioned in theyious chapters, Damascus witnessed in the sixteenth centur
constructiorof two sultaniccomplexesandfive vizierial complexesin all of whichthemosquevasanessential
elementBelow,thesemosquesvill bedetailedregardingheirlayout,architecturaklementsandartisticstyle.
Moreovertheal-i a m U dNlogquealthoughsimple, representghefirst attemptto adoptthe Ottomanstyle.

2.8.1. The complexof Sultan Selim:

Accordingto the OttomansourcessultanSelim| built this mosquejn honorof the SufiShaykhibn A r a b ¢
can be interpreted as an Ottoman attempt to add religious character to the new rule in Damascu:
strengthen the Ottoman presence in the city. Despite its small size and simple architecture, compar
Umayyad Mosque, its importance overshadd the Umayyad one. Especially that during the period
constructionSelim| distributedalmsandfoodsatthemosque'site,beforeperformingprayersn theUmayyad
Mosque Givenits significanceasan Ottomanstructure,) U n bak® d & zclosedphe mosqueashis first act
of resistance against the Ottoman Empire.

The mosquewas constructedinderthe supervisionof the local architectS h i bl-D b a-A A~ **Bvho,followed
the traditional local style. The prayer hall features two aisles perpendicular qdokhevall, preceded by a
courtyardsurroundedy porticoes->(Fig. 20) Regardinghe minaret,despiteeffortsto adoptthenewOttoman
shape whichappearshroughits conicaltop, butits polygonalshapemugarnaslementsandablagdecoration,
clearly reflect the local Damascene styf&(Fig.21). Finally, it is worth mentioning that the materials usec

the construction of this complex wesken from the previous Mamluk palacel r -Saald.'a’
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Figure 20 Comparisotbetween théayoutof the Umayyad MosquandsultanSeliml Mosque(Degeorge2005:34-161).

Figure 21 Thepolygonal locaiminaret ofsultanSeliml Mosque(al-S h i H.998: §44)

The Tekke of Seliml:

It has a simple plan, consisting of a rectangular hall roofed with two domes, surrounded by the kitct
supplyrooms*®® Giventhe mosqueandtekke'sallocatedexpensesnultiple titheswerecollectedfrom several
villagessurroundingdamascusaswell asvariedearningsrom severafacilities (four s 1 ,gtsreskhans and
millhouses in Damascus). The endowment shows thaekkeused to provide 400 meals every day, 200
breakfast and 200 for dinn&t:
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TheT ¢r be:

It wasbuilt overthetomb of therenownedSufiShaykhbn 2A r a5 I&s domerestson a singledrum. Its interior
walls are covered with ceramic tilésq a s huplto & Reight of over sixteen feet. These tiles were decor
with cypresamotifs, which arean Ottomandecorativerepertory, butheir techniqueandcolors(white ground,

cobalt blue, and olivgreen motifs) reflect Syrian tradition and local manufeng.*®® (Fig.22)
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Figure 22 Thegashantilesin theMausoleaofibn JA r @&ggorge2005:160)
2.8.2.Al-] a mU d Mosquex
It is amodeststructuresituatedin theB U &i-f a g, ler@atedn 15274t wassponsoredy K h a &-B ¢ al-
J a mU d &uyfi Shayklewho was appointed by Sultan Suleiman as ruler of Kanaker, a fief in the subi

Damascud® Themosquedesignadhereso Ottomanarchitecturatraditionfeaturinga squarehall coverecy

%21bn” 1 | 1098:373.
183 Degeorge2005:163.
184 Burns2005:231.

185 3l-Ghazzi1997:31.
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a central dome. (Fig.23). The minaret of the mosque is very simple but is characterized by a cofifdal 1
i s worth ment i eéDpinn gwatsh ade elph ayl gilmpalessed with
Istanbul with Sultan Selim*f’

Figure 23 Thelayoutanddomeofal-i a m U dNloggye@/Neber2007:211)

2.8.3. The Complex of Ahmad ShamsiPasha:

AhmadShamsPashaervedasthegovernorof Damascusor approximatelyfive years(155460), afterbeing
appointed by Sultan Suleiman. In 1554, the same year the constructionSefi@maniyya complex, he
established charitableendowmen{wagf)to supporthemausoleaof B i laldla b athePd ,0 p meerzin s
situatedn thecemeteryf B Ud-f| a g&gstsouthof thecity wall. It is locatedsouthof the citadelon thesite
that was previously occupied -1 s f ah Un i y yaadD UM aSdarRauzegpalace of the Mamluk
governor. Nowadays, the main entrance is all that remains of the @owiphhmad Shamsi Pash&.The
complex consisted of:

Two square domed buildings were situated on the eastern and western north sides of the courtyard.
buildingwasusedasa prayerplace( mu 'Havhile thesecad servedasa madrasafor teachingthe Quranto
children®® These two buildings were equipped with grilled windows that opened towards the citadel
north and the courtyard to the sotth.

Betweenthe two domedbuildingson the northernside of the complex,therewerefive rooms,in additionto

1%6a1S h i HU9B:491.
167\Weber19971998:434.
158 Boquist2012:192-195.
189 akA r n (1893:196197.
10Boquist2012:192.
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ten rooms on the opposite side on the southern side of the courtyard, which were used to accomm
teachers and students of the complex. The kitchen, located on the eastern side of the courtyard, wa:

cooking food for the works in the complex, the students, and the g&or.

2.8.4.Al- SuleimaniyyaComplex:

The construction o&l-Suleimaniyyaomplex in the middle of the sixteenth century formed a landmark ir
architecturatharacteof Damascusieflectingthe Ottomanstyle,which becamdargelyspreadn the Ottoman
empire, from the Balkans to Egypt.

It is locatedwestof Damascusputsideits urbanlimits atthattime, onflatlandonthebankof the BaradaRiver,
supplying it with water and attractive sight. This location was selected carefully and strongly associat
the importance of the building and the strict Ottoman criteria to determine the location of the sigr
monuments/® On the other hand, the site alf Suleimaniyyacomplex was previously occupied fya HF
VA b ,Ithe galace of the Mamluk ruler, Baybars. That suggests the intention of the Ottomans to give
meaningo theplace whichenjoyedhighimportanceduringtheMamluk period*’* (Fig.24).Worthto mention,

this complex had income from forty villages, but the total income of which was unKkridwn.

A. the walls of the city

B. Qassyoun mountain

¢ Barada river

D. al Ghetta

E. the umayysd mosque

F. the citadel of Damascus

. old road connacting the
fekiyyah

with the old city

H. the tekiyyah al sulaimanyyah

Figure 24 Thelocationof al- Suleimaniyya ComplefHakky1996:39)

The Ottoman style and architectural characteristics of this complex were subsequently adopted
buildings, becoming distinctive architectural features in the Damascene archit€tiutie years following

the constructionof the al-Suleimaniyyacomplex, many governorssponsoredother religious buildings,

TarAr n (1993:197.
12Burns2005:23.

13 Hakky 1996:38.

174 Cigdem1999:74

15 Bakhit1972:116.
176\Weber1997%1998:434.
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indicating the role of the complex in inspiring Ottoman officials to undertake architectural proje
Damascus’’

Thecomplex includes two parts: tiiest, whichwas built duringherule of Sultan Suleiman, featuresnain
rectangular courtyard surrounded by a mosque and imaret on its two longer sides, with the hosy
caravanseralocated symmetrically on the short sides. . (Fig.25)

Adjacent to its easternde is thesecond partwhich includes thenadrasaand thearastaConstruction othis
section began durin§uleiman's reign and was completedierSultan Selim II, resulting in its naming ak
SelimiyeNotably,thefirst sectionof theal-Suleimaniyyaomplexnow servesasa military museumyvhile the

second section fuRctions as a tourist sigq.

Figure 25 Full view ofal-Suleimaniyya Complex G ¢, - h Kuleli 2818:5)

Thecomplexwasdesignedy thecourtarchitectSinanwhichwasunusuafor Damascus/® Neverthelessjue

to his commitment tal-Suleimaniyyaomplex in Istanbul and the distance between Damascus and Iste
t he actual supervision waassistanys, thenlraniam drchitdt Madlan Apfa.
Thus, during the construction af-Suleimaniyyacomplex, it was the first time that Ottoman workmen we
sent to Damascus to work with local workshops, playing an importdetin creating local Ottomar

architecturelt is worth mentioningthat the secondpart of the complex,which is known asal-Selimiye was

17 Cigdem1999:74.

"8G ¢ - h&aAry KR@18:7-8.
79\Weber1997.1998:435.
180 Hakky 1996:38.
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probablybuilt by alocalarchitectRegardinghebuilding materialssomeof themwereimportedfrom Istanbul,

some were reused, and some were produced by local workShops.
The Layout of al- SuleimaniyyaMosque:

The interior design of the mosque is very simple; its walls are dressed in white stones, while the lower
of the walls, between the windows, are decorated with white and pink marble strips that intersect with
and white geometrical shapes, andthwi ndows 6 | unettes are de'®oheat

mihrabis surmountedvith mugarnaslementsindsurroundedy aframeof geometricapatterns-¥(Fig.26)

Figure 26 Theinterior of al- Suleimaniyya Mosqug&Kasmo 2017214)

The mosque is preceded by a double portico, with an inner part of four colummawg#innascapitals that
carryacentralbarrelvault, flankedby two domeswhile theexteriorporticois coveredwith aslopingroof and

rests on smaller coumid® 1 n the center of the portico fa-a
triangularmugarnashoodandframedby geometricdecorationsOn eachsideof the portalis aniche,anarched

window, and a small door leading to the minaf&tg.he portico facade is covered with marble panels uj
thelevel of thewindows!®%and thewi n d arehedarelecoraed with polychromdloral motifs, then rest of
the wall is dressed with alternating courses of black and white stones. While the other facades of the

are less innovative than the portico facade, and its decoration is limited to black and wa#E §fig.27)

181 Boquist2012:199.

182 Necipoglu1990:157.

183 Kasmo2017:215.

BiG ¢ - hkaAny KR@18:11.
185 Kasmo2017:211.

18 Cigdem1999:87.
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Figure 27 Thefacadeof al- Suleimaniyya Mosqugasmo2017:210-212)

The two minarets are built with white stones and consist of a polygonal shaft and cont€&atmpa single
balcony with a latticework balustrade, supportedrugarnas The minarets are located symmetrically at t
two corners of the northern wall, giving the complex its sultanic char&éter.

-The prayer hall és dome has a hemi spher i cadrumf
which is internally supported by four pendentives, formed by using circular stone triangulations withot
mugarnasTheexteriordomeis surroundedy eightbuttresseswith two buttresseateachcorner.Thedrum

of thedomeis piercedwith twenty four windows.Accordingto theregisterf Istanbul theleadof thedome
was imported to be used in the constructioraleSuleimaniyyacomplex in Damascus, especially in thi
mosqueNowadaysthe domeof the prayerhall is coveredwith leadsimilar to its original situation,while the
other domes of the complex are plastered and whitewad&hgtg.28)

188G ¢ - h&aAny K@18:10.
189 Kasmo2017:215.
190G ¢ - maKoleli 2018:10-11.
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Figure 28 Thedomeandtwo minaretsof al- SuleimaniyyaMosque( G ¢ - & Kukeli 2018:10)

The Tabhane: (dervish hostels):

Themainfunctionof thetabhaneunitsis to provideaplacefor someof thenoblepilgrims andto accommodate
theSufis.Theseunitsarelocatedsymmetricallyon thenorthernandwesternsidesof al- SuleimaniyyaMosque.
On each side, there are six sindlmmed square rooms, forming a single row preceded by a domed port
keel arched®

Every unit is preided with a wardrobe niche and furnace. The chimneys of the furnaces rise above th
levelandaretoppedwith conicaltops.Theexteriorf a - @f thedabhands coveredwith yellowishrwhitefine-
cut stone, and the columns of the porticos are sumteduwith blue and redolored diamonghaped
capitals'® The relieving arches of the windows and doors are decorated with patterned glazed tiles,
floral decoration. The range of colors used (turquoise, cobalt, pluple, and white) refers to Damasce
influences:®® (Fig.29) The interior walls of theabhaneare plastered and the domes which were origin:
coveredwith leadarenow coveredwith cementThetabhanenasbeenabandonedince2008dueto renovation

work 1%

¥ Degeorge2005:163.
192G ¢ - haKnoleli 2018:12.
193 Degeorge2005:163.
94G ¢ - haKnoleli 2018:13.
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Figure 29 Theportico of thetabhanein thewest of thenosqug G ¢, - & Kuleli 2018:12)

The Imaret:;

It is locatedto thenorthof thecourtyard prientedalongthesameaxisasthemosquewith aT- shapeduilding,
and on its two sides are the twdaravanseraisT h e nor t h e r mmarétes adg@dest to@ fcourtydrc
surroundedby highwalls, whichhasadooropeningto the BaradaRiver. Theimaretconsistof acubicalspace
in the middle, surrounded on each side by two domed spaces with separate entrances. The entire s
preceded by a portico of twelve don&%This imaret includes a main kitchen, a store, a bakery, and
196

halls:

The Caravanserai: caravanstopi hostelfor travellers:

Thecaravanserais madeup of simplerectangulasshapedstructuressituatedon eachsideof theimaret Each
of the twocaravanseraiss divided into two main naves, and each nave is covered with seven domes |
on pendentive§’’(Fig.30) The main function of thisaravanseraiwas to offer services for the caravan

including a place to rest, shops fbe essential needs, and sometimes trade exchi#hge.

%G ¢ - h&aKnoleli 2018:13.
19 Hakky 1996:40.

¥7G ¢ - haKoleli 2018:14.
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Figure 30 Theexteriorandinterior viewof thecaravansera{ G ¢ - & Kuleli 2018:14)

Analysis of the Local and Ottoman Influencesin al- SuleimaniyyaComplex

It is clear that the architect Sinan adopted the Ottoman architectural tradigdiSineimaniyyacomplex,
whereas regarding the decoration, he adopted the local tradition®Style.

The fundamental change appears clearly in the architectural layout of the mosque, while the de
techniques have not shown any sigrdfit difference, and this may be interpreted as an Ottoman atten
adapt to and absorb the Islamic legacy of the Zfea.

Regarding the architectural plan of the mosque, contrary to the previously adopted hypostyjealagout
Ottoman architectural layout was followed in the construction oadl&leimaniyyaMosque. This consistec
of asquareprayerhall, **’precededy a portico,which wasa completelynewarchitecturabtylein Damasce %
So is the case with the architectural elements, which were totally new to Damascus, such as:
-Thehemisphericalwide-spancentraldome,coveredwith leadandsupportedy buttresses, iadditionto the
pendentives used as a transitional area between the rectangular room and @& drum.
-Thesymmetricakwin pencil shapedninaretspnthetwo sidesof themainf a - ardlieis worthmentioning
that al-SuleimaniyyaMosque was the only example in Damascus that has two minarets, even though
very common in Ottoman architectufé.

-The useof the tiles inside the building andin its f a - awkethoughthe tiles appearedn the Mamluk

199 Burns2005:232.

200K asM02017:224.

201 Byrns2005:232.

202K asmo2017:224.
203\\/eber1997:1998:435.
24\Waltsinger& Watzinger1984:41.
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architecture of Damascus,ahT a w rM@szje, it was the only example of using tiles in that peffod.
Although theal-Suleimaniyyaomplex was built according to the new Ottoman architectural tradition, m:
local decorativetraditions are observed One of the mostimportantlocal decorativelegaciesis the strong
emphasis on the exterior facades of the buildings.

The exterior facades @fl-Suleimaniyyacomplex were distinguished withiblag masonry of limestone anc
basalt, in addition to the pink limestone saoimes. Also, the encrusted stones, and the polychrome m:e

paneling, are one of the local decorative elements, usseSuleimaniyyaomplex?®
Al- Selimiye Madrasa:

It wasbuilt afterthe constructiorof thefirst partof thecomplex,in 1566. Themadrasahas aypical Ottoman
layout and consists of a higtomed classroorfdarshanef°’ and twentytwo cells (student rooms); fourtee
of them are in the east and west wings, six in trghern entrance, and two on both sides of the classrc
These cells (student rooms) are preceded by a domed portico that surrounds three sides of the court
arches of the porticoes are dr essedreédomeadpartitoes i
covered with white stoné€€ In the center of the courtyard is a rectangular pool. The floor of the courtyz
paved with white and black stones. It is worth noting that these cells are used roasdaydicraft shop:
and workshop&?(Fig.31)

= e LA
Figure 31 Theexteriorviewof al-SelimiyeMadrasa( G ¢ - & kKuleli 2018:15)
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The Arasta

Thearastais alongitudinal areaonsisting oftwenty-three shops on two sidé¥ It is accessibl¢hrough two
gates: one in the south, which opens to the madeash,another in the north, which opens to the m
street™(Fig.32)

Figure32 Theintermediarygateo f ar a st aKuleli@Ql8:6p n &

Analysesof Local and Ottoman Influencesin al-Selimiyya Madrasa:

Thetypical Ottomanlayoutof themadrasaappearedor thefirst timein Damascusvith al-SelimiyyaVladrasa
through the symmetrical layout of the rooms around a rectangular courtyard, as this style was used I
Istanbul and Anatoli&*? (The abovementionedal-Selimiyya Madrasin Edirne).

The Syrianinfluencesappeathroughthe useof the Mamluk type of dome,which wastaller thanthe Ottoman
one and rests on an octagonal drum. Also, thegates of tk arasta reflect local decoration features, sucl
the medallions, the interlocked stones, and the alternatirgred stone$'® (Fig.33)

210 Hakky 1996:47

21G ¢ - haKoleli 2018:15
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The Local and Ottoman Influencesin al-Suleimaniyya Complex

Themosque The madrasa
TheOttoman Thelocal influences TheOttoman Thelocalinfluences
influences influences
Thelayout The use of ablaq in Thelayout Thedome
the decoration the

encrusted  stones
Thedome and the polychroms Thedecoration
marble paneling.

Thepencit
shapedninaretes

The use of tiles inside
andoutsidethemosque

Figure 33 Thelocal and Ottomannfluencesn al SuleimaniyyaComplex(by theauthor)

2.8.5. The Complex of Murad Pasha:

Murad Pashavasappointed governasf Damascuin 156815692
The Mosque:

The governor Murad Pasha gave the order to build the mosque. Despite his brief reign, it was suffi
launch the projec*® The mosque is located in tladM o d District, near the square where the pilgrima
caravan gthered before leaving the cft}

Theprayerhall is covered with demisphericashaped domeyhich rests on pendentives insideinitludes a
renewedmihrabandminbar®' The mosque6s f aablagakernatisgcolmraddsmnes, pnd i
features a high gateway with a t F8lecdultyardis entircler

by rooms,someof whichwereusedasguestjuartersandothersfor servingfoodto thepoorpeople?*° A double

214 Bakhit1972:117.
25Burns2005:234.
Z%Cigdem1999:74
271y 2016:460.
Z831.s h i HY96:585
29 Cigdem1999:74.
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portico that | eads to the prayer hal/l is | oca
roof, covered with three domes, whilee back portico has two lateral donza®l abarrel vault in theniddle.
The minaret has octagonal shapgecorated with a series of niches, black stripes, and medallions, witl

balcony, rests omugarnaslement$® (Fig.34) (Fig.35)
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Figure 34 Thelayout ofMurad Pasha Mosqué L u 1 f 458459).1 1 :
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Figure 35 Theminaretof MuradPashaMosque(al-S h i H.998:3%6)

TheMausolea( t ¢ r be) :

Theinsidewalls of thetombarecoveredn gashanttles. A polygonaldrumsupportghe pointeddomeof the

tomb. The exterior fa-ade is d2corated with c
Analysesof the Local and Ottoman Influences

The complex in gener al foll owed the Ot t oManuk
features, such as tlablaqstripes, and the minaret, which did not take the Ottoman cylindrical shape {p
shaped), but it follows the local Damascene traditions. Regarding ¢he s o | e af the fognddy, €t )s
separated for the firsttie from the mosque, which was a new Ottoman tradiffon.

221aLS h i HE9B:%85.
222\\eber19971998:436.
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The Local and Ottoman Influencesin Murad Pasha
Mosque

The Ottomaninfluences Thelocalinfluences

The|ayout TheMinaret

Thefacade

Thedome

Figure 36 Thelocal and Ottomannfluencesn Murad BashaMosque(by the author)

2.8.6. The Complex of Dervish Pasha:

In theyear1567,DervishPashaervedasthedeputygovernorof Tripoli, thenassumedhedeputygovernorship
of Damascudn 1574.He waslaterdismissedrom Damascusndtook onthe deputygovernorshipf Marash,
t hen Keér man, and finally Diyarbakir, where he
andburiedthere.He endoweda hammams 1, andkhanfor his mosquelt seemshathis longestgovernorship
period was in Damascus, considerindp at he di dnét have any #ndowm

The Mosque:

Theprayerhall is coveredwith sevendomes.Therewasa singledomein themiddleandthreeovereachof the
side aisles. Thenihrab, which is adorned with geometric designs made of black and white stones, is I
onthesoutherrsideof theprayerhall. Theprayerhall is precededby a porticoonthecourtyard'southerrside,
which is roofed with five small domes. It is worth miening that the northern wall of the prayer hall and
exterior facade are decorated wilashani ornamentation, which distinguishes the mostti€Fig.37).
Regarding the minaret, it is pencil shaped following the Ottostyla®?® Last but not least, it is important t
note that the mosque's design is based omihémah Mosque in Istanbul, but on a much smaller sé&le
(Fig.38) In this mosque, Dervish Pasha employed approximatelyfifitypeople in various positions

moreover, sixteen students received tuition and their expenses were funded by its end&iments.

223 31-Ghazzi1997, vol 3, 151-153.
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the layout of Mihrimah Mosque the layout of Sinan Pasha Mosque the layout of Dervish Pasha Mosque

Figure 38 The similarity in the layout of Mihrimah Mosque in Istanbul and Sinan Pasha Mosque and Dervish Pasha MosquedosD:
(Waltsinger & Watzinger 1983: 156) (Necipoglu 2005: 296) (Lu

The Mausolea:

Dervish Pasha tomlwhere he was buried, was built in 1579, separated from the mosque but connecte:
alley?*® It hasanoctagonashapédollowing themodelsof Istanbul®*® surmountedy asmoothappointedaised
dome, depends on a polygonal drum, and is decorated with 16 arched windows. Alternating black ar

courses create ablagpattern on thenausolea's a - &°dra.39)

228 B)rns2005:234.
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Figure 39 Themausoleunof Dervish Pasha (Degeord?05:172)

Analysis of the Local and Ottoman Influences

Thelocalinfluencesappeastronglyin thef a - @f themosquewhichis decoratedvith ablagandhasa portal
topped by a minarét! While the ottoman influences appear in the architectural layout of the mosque,
follows on a much smaller scale, the layoutMihrimah Mosque in Istanbuf*)(Fig. 38) Moreover, the

architecturablementof themosquesuchastheflatteneddomeandthepencitshapedninaret,showOttoman
influences** (Fig.40)

The local and Ottoman influencesin Dervish PashaMosque

The Ottomaninfluences Thelocalinfluences
Thelayout Thedecoratiorof
Thedome the fa ade

Theminaret

Figure 40 Thelocal and Ottomannfluencesn DervishPasha Mosquébytheauthor)
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2.8.7.The complexof Sinan Pasha:

SinanPashavasthetop admiralof the Ottomanfleet duringthereignof SultanSuleimarf>* He wasappointed
ruler for Damascusn 1585andstayedherenineteermonths He endoweda complexconsistf al- Sinaniyya
Mosque Madrasg HammanmandS 1 Worth mentioningthattheincomeof the hammanwasendowedor the

mosque-=>°
The Mosque:

The layout of the mosque follows the Ottoman architectural tradition and is very similar, though on ¢
smaller scale, to thielihrimah Mosque in Istanbul. (Fig. 38) The prayer hall is rectangular in shape, with
side galleries on two floors that look out into the central space through arcades on its eastern and
sides?®® The dome of the mosque Femispherical in shape, rises on carved plaster pendentives, &
externally decorated with twenfgur niches”®’ The southern side of the prayer hall is occupied mjtaab
which is decorated with geometrical mofif§,and surmounted by an inscriptional panel of blue and w
underglaze tileggashani)**°

Thef a - af themosques covered withalternatingolack andwhite stones**° with a portalsurmountedy a
seriesof mugarnagendingin aribbedconch,and belowthe mugarnaghereis ablueand whitegashanipanel,
decorateavith cypresgreemotifs 2** (Fig.41) The courtyardof themosquehasanoctagonabasinin its center.
White andblackstonesalternatelycoverthegroundandthec o u r t walls?*tR@gardinghearchedportico
in thesoutherrf a - a d e , thephiayerhal, it © tovered with seven domasd distinguished by its lavist
decoratiorof pink stoneswhich alternatesvith white andblack?** Thef a - ia @méellishedvith polychrome
tiles in the window arcs and panels of getrindnlaid marble’** (Fig.42) The minaret is cylindrical, pencil
shapedandcoveredwith greenglazedbricks#*° Regardinghe madrasawhich is locatednextto themosque,

it has a simple square plan, is covered with a dome, and rises on pendéhtives.

%4 Freely2011:281.
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Worth noting is that Sinan Pasha also built a mosque in Cairo and another in Istanbul. His mosque
combinettomanandFatimidartisticinfluenceslt hasadomedchambeencircledonthreesidesby anarcade
of slightly pointed arches supportisballow domes. The prayer hall is covered with a rounded central d
Its lower parthastwo rows of windows,the upperonesshapedike lobedarcheswhichis commonin Fatimid
architecture. The dome is supported by buttresses crowned with-siraped tops, giving it a uniqu
appearancelhe minarethasa conicaltop, onebalcony,andasquatcylindrical shaft?*’ Regardinchis mosque
in Istanbul it wasbuilt by Mimar Sinan.The centraldomeis supportedy six archesThesideaisleshavetwo
domed bays each. The prayer hall is preceded by a narthex with five piers, four of which are domed,
centraloneis crossvaulted.lt is worthmentioningthattheplanof thismosquecloselyresembleshe} -k e r e
Mosque (1447) in Edirn&®
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Figure 41Thefacadeof SinanPashaMosque(Burns2005:235) (Degeorge2005.73)
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Figure 42 Thecourtyardof SinanPashaMosque(Degeorge2005:174)

Analysis of the Local and Ottoman Influences:

This mosqueshowsa mixture of local andOttomaninfluences The layout of the SinanPashaMosquefollows
theOttomanarchitecturatraditionandis verysimilar,thoughonamuchsmallerscale to theMihrimahMosque
inIstanbuf*®The fa-ade of the moobmedistones, foilotvshtheicaneentians of
local architectureThedomeandminaretof SinanPashaVlosquehavean Ottomanstyle.?°0n theotherhand,
the covering of the maret with glazed bricks is unusual in Damascene and Ottoman architecture. Th
green tileghat used to covehe minaret and the ugsaf tiles on theexteriorf a - a d & Perstah iafluences
21 (Fig.42)
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The Local and Ottoman Influencesin Sinan Pasha
Mosque
TheOttomaninfluences Thelocalinfluences
Thelayout Thedecoratiorof
the fa ade
Thedome
Theminaret

Figure 43 Thelocal and Ottomarinfluencesn SinanPashaMosque(by theauthor)

2.9. The ReligiousBuildings of the Seventeenthand Eighteenth Centuries:

The Mosques:

Theconstructiorof luxuriousandgreatreligiousmosquesleclinedn theseventeenthentury,exceptfor afew
simple mosques sponsored by the wealthy families of the city. One surviving excepti€ sMdsque,
which dates back to 1650 and was sponsored byltSea f a r Faenily,(bnefof the wealthiest mercha
familiesin Damascus. According to the inscriptions of the mosque, it was renovated in the twentieth c
excepftfor its minaret,which wasrenovatedn 1697 1698, following thelocal traditionsthroughits polygonal
shape and its decoration wibhlagandmugarnas™?

In the eighteentitentury theageof the U A y(tibtables)the constructiorof the mosquesieclinedin favor of
palacesandlargerscalekhans reflectingthe flourishing of thetrade®® The only significantexampleis F a t
Af aal-8 b UgMosgeejocatedin al- Q a y ma mDigtycy Theprayerhall is coveredwith ahemispherical
dome,with mihrabandminbaron the southerrside.lts walls arecovered withcoursef yellow, pink, white,
andblackstonesTheprayerhallis precededby aportico,coveredwith threedomesTheminaretof themosque
is pencitshaped, and its body is covered with courses of white and black §tb(fg. 44) (Fig.45) Worth
mentioning thBtU§abso Hamdaoiam daalhiModOn Di s®ri ct
Additionally, becausef theearthquakén Damascug 1706thatdestroyedheeasterrminaretof theUmayyad
Mosque, known as th&sQ Miblaret, the Ottoman governor of Damascus rebuilt it in 1708, following
Ottoman pencikhaped styl&>®

52B1rns2005:236-240

23 pid _

Z4bnA A laldH U d9y5:242
SalAl |1989:527.

26 Tamari2001:112.
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Figure 44 Courtyardviewtowardsouthof themosquefF at 09 al&fl Dgd s o 45l ui f o 201 1:

Figure45TheminaretofF a talil 0 q(@l-6 b  HI9B:350)
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The Madrasa:

Only five madariswere builtin the seventeentlndeighteentttenturies:

-al-J u w U nai-ky wy blatirasabuilt in 1696nearthe UmayyadMosqueandit is completelyremoved.

-al-J u w U nal-fiy w gaiMadthsavasbuilt in 1764,nearthe previousone,which is alsodestroyedBoth were
buitbyatMur Od9 Fami |l y.

-1 s @ Bashaal-A 0 iMadrasa whichwasbuilt in 1728,in al-K h a y $1, fpimcludesa fountain,prayerhall,
and rooms for the studerf§1 t was renovatemdbyn AAsAad 8Pasama
to distribute oil, lamps, soup, and other necessitfes.

- SuleimanPashaal-# 0 iMadrasa built in 1737,includesa mosque,16 roomson two stories, a kitchen,a
fountain,andalibrary. **° He allocatechousesbaths bakeriesandmills to supporthe madrasaEachstudent
atthemadrasawasprovidedwith four poundsof bread(equivalento 1.5kilograms),two poundsof rice, four
ounces of ghee (clarified butter), and one pound of meat per day. Additionally, each student receivi
ounces of oil per month, along with oil for lanf38.

-%bdullah Pashaal-# 0 iMadrasa it wasbuilt in 1779, consistedof two floors of roomsfor thes t u d e
residence, and in its souther n gdskaniies’®(Fip.d6) at e s

Figure 46 Thelayoutof VA b d Pdsthaal-RuA OMadnasahttp://bornindamascus.blogspot.com

271y 2016:398.
Z8alA | | 1D89R269.
29 Tamari2001:122.
X0aLA 1 | 198071
®lalR ¢ 4 1979229.
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2.10. Analytical Study:

The complex of Sultan Selim | clearly represents Mamluk architectural principles through the layout
mosque, which follows the hypostyle plan. This plan first used in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus
also adopted in the layout of the Damascersques during the Mamluk period. Moreover, the polygo
minaretwith ablagdecoratiorandmugarnasonfirmtheMamluk style.As noted the Ottomaninfluenceshave

not yet appeared in this complex. One of the reasons for the continuing influence ofmtihe Nariod on

Selim | mosque is the pres6haeUbb.the Maml uk

Theal-n a mU dMogagueamarks the first attempt to incorporate the new Ottoman architectural style,
prayer hall is a singlenit squareénall covered with a ceral dome, in addition to the minaret with the conic

top.

The complex of Ahmad Shamsi Pasha demonstrates the new Ottoman influences clearly, first thrc
squareshapeduildingscoveredwvith hemisphericatlomessuchastheprayerhall andthemadrasaMoreover,
providing the external walls of the u 'H aahd m@drasawith windows, that open to the public street, w
totally newin Damascenarchitecturewhereaghewindows wereausually openedbwardthe courtyardor the
private garden of the ldding. Regarding the local influences, they appear throughaliteq (alternating

colored stones) which covers the interior and exterior walls of the complex.

It is clear that architect Sinan adopted the Ottoman architectural traditednSmleimaniyg Mosque, since
the fundamental change appears prominently in the architectural layout of the mosque, while the de
techniques have not shown any significant difference.

Regarding the architectural plan of the mosque, a new Ottoman layout wasethllconsisting of a squar:
prayer hall preceded by a domed portico, which was a totally new architectural style in Damascus. Tl
applies to the architectural elements, which were totally new and not known in Damascus before, sucl
-Thehemispherick wide-spancentraldome,coveredwith leadandsupportedvith buttresseg additionto the
pendentives, which were used as a transitional area between the rectangular room and the drum of th
-Thetwin pencil shapedninaretsaresymmetricallylocatedon thetwo sidesof themainf a - ad e .

- Theuseof tilesis evidentboth withinthe structur@andonitsf a - ad e .
Although theal- Suleimaniyyacomplex was built according to the new Ottoman architectural tradition, n

local decorative traditions are observed. One of the most important local decorative legacies is the
emphasis on the exterior facades of the buildings, distinguished lteithagingcolored courses of limeston

andbasaltsometimegomplementedly pink limestone As mentionedabove thisdecorativeechniqueknown
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asablaq,is oneof themostimportantlocal decoratiortechniques.

Thetypical Ottomanlayoutof themadrasaappearedor thefirst timein Damascusvith the SelimiyeMadrasa
throughthe symmetricalarrangemenof theroomsarounda rectangulacourtyard.This stylewaslargelyused

in Anatolian Peninsula.

The mosque of Murad Pasha, in general, foll ow
features clear Mamluk characteristics such asatilaq stripes, and the minaret, which was not built in t
Ottoman cylindrical shape (penshapéd), but rather follows the local Damascene traditions. Regarding
t ¢ robthe founder, it is separated for the first time from the mosque, which represents a new C

tradition.

Similarto the previousexamplethelocal influencesappeasstronglyin thef a - @f theDervishPashavlosque,
decoratedvith ablag with its portaltoppedby a minaret.Meanwhilethe Ottomaninfluencesareevidentboth
in the architectural layout of the mosque and in the architectural elements, such as the flattersasatidben
pencitshaped minaret.

Regarding th&inan PashaMosque, it exhibits a mixture of local and Ottoman influences. The layout o
mosque follows the Ottoman architectural tradition. Moreover, the dome and minaret adhere to the C
style. On tle other hand, in Damascene and Ottoman architecture, the practice of covering the mina
glazed bricks is uniqgue. As for the | ocal i n

alternatingcolored stones.

It isthoughtthatthearchitecturalnovementn Damascusvasimpactedy thedeclineof theOttomansultanate,
which started at the beginning of the seventeenth century. Thus, in contrast to the sixteenth centul
significant architectural activities were sponsored byassltand Ottoman rulers, this movement in 1
seventeentbenturywassponsoredby wealthyfamiliesin thecity. Thetrendof thesixteenthcenturyto imitate
Ottoman style vanished in this century, as seea-Q U Mgsque, which was completely renovatedt its

minaret adheres to regional customs in a clear manner.

In the eighteenth century, when the Ottoman Sultanate elevated members of the notables and appoit
governors of Damascus, they attempted to reaffirm their allegiance to the Ottontenging the Ottoman

style. This is evidentin theF a talr)l U gMosgsieandthe reconstructiorof the UmayyadMosque'g3.Qs U
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minaret)in the Ottomanstyle. However,Ottomaninfluencesn the eighteenttcenturywerelesseffectivethan
in thesixteenthcentury.Regardinghemadarisin theeighteentttentury basednthethreesurvivedexamples,
( | s nPashal-lA A O SutejmarPashal-A A O A b d Phshaal-h A § ithayerebuilt in theOttomanstyle, with

multiple rooms arranged around a central courtyard.
2.11. The Results:

After the Ottomanoccupationthelocal architecturatradition of thepreviousperiodwaslargelyusedwhereas
the Ottoman architectural models had not been adopted yetyemirethe complex that was sponsored

Sultan Selim | himself.

Fromthesecondalf of thesixteenthcentury especiallyaftertheconstructiorof theal- Suleimaniyyaomplex,
the Ottoman architectural tradition started to have a strong influence on the local architecture. As a
new style appeared, mixing local traditions with Ottoman elements, known as the Dan@asgoaran style,

which became very common ind sixteenth century.

In the period following the construction of two sultanic structures in Dama&alsn(|complex andal-
SuleimaniyyaComplex), Damascus witnessed significant architectural developments, albeit they we
prominentthanthe earlier projects. Thesdevelopments wergponsored by thgovernors oDamascus rather

than the Ottoman sultans.

Regarding the architectural layout of the mosquesraadaris a new architectural layout of the mosqt
appearedh the Ottomanperiod,replacingthe previoushypostyleplanwith anewoneconsistingof thesquare

shaped prayer hall, roofed with a central dome, preceded by a domed portico.

The architectural elements underwent notable changes, such as the dome, with its new hemispheric
risingonpendentivegasatransitionalreainsteadof thesquincheshatwerewidely usedn thepreviousperiod.
Moreover, the exterior dome wasnsetimes supported by buttresses, as seen at-tBelleimaniyyaviosque
andDervishPashaMosque Pencitshapedninaretsnvereusedin nearlyall themosque®f the sixteenthcentury
in Damascus as an essential sign of Ottoman architecture, SalgptiMosque andMurad Pashaviosque.
In contrast to th@revious periods, th@ausoleds separatérom the mosqueor madrasa and it usually takes

the rectangular shape, following the Ottoman model.
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The previous layout of thenadrasa,which consisted of fouiwans around the courtyard, disappear
completelyin the Ottomanperiod,andthenewlayoutconsistewf severafoomsarrangedaroundarectangular

courtyard.

Mamluk architectural decoration was used largely in the Ottoman pdried became the most remarkab
decoration technique of the mosque amalisoleawhereas they were used for the first time in Damascu
al-T a w rMpsg@e, at the beginning of the fifteenth century (1426). With the coming of the Ottoman:
technique appeared again, and the most important buildings were decorategstitnitiles.

Regardinghe constructiorof religiousbuildingsin the seventeentkbentury therateof constructionn general
declined, whilan theeighteenth centuryn theageof notables, thenadarishad thebiggest sharef funding.
(Fig.47)

18th
17th

16th

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Figure47 Complexesommissioneduring the Ottomanperiod (by the author)

In additionto theattemptby the Ottomansultanate¢o imposeOttomanarchitecturaktylein Damascushrough
theconstructiorof complexegollowing Ottomantraditions,theyemployedanothemethod:thedemolitionof
previous Mamluk buildings and the reuse of their materials in new constructions. For instance, the |
governor's palace®) U al-S a JuUvdsadestroyed and replaced with @oman complex of Ahmad Sham:
PashaAdditionally, its materialswerereuse in constructinghe Seliml complex.Furthermorethesite of al-
6U0hir Bpalgceé was gepurposed during the Ottoman period to accommodasd-S&eimaniyya

complex, as part of the Ottoman strategy to assert their presence in the region.

On the oher hand, the reconstruction of the eastern minaret of the Umayyad Mosque, following the O
pencitshaped style, is considered part of the Ottomanization of the city of Damascus. It also served tc

the continuous link between the Ottoman swtarand the most sacred mosque in the city.
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3. CHAPTER Il

The New Commercial Center of Damascus
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The urban planning of Damascusdmmercial area underwent changes during the Ottoman era.
development of the city's commercial core throughout its historical phases will be highlighted to prc
betterunderstandingrl his changeesultedn theintroductionof newkindsof commecial structuresThefirst
of these is the domesl T, gyhile the second is tHeedestan

To analyzethe Ottoman influences on the commercial buildings in Damascus, an overviewhsdéstarnn
the Anatolian Peninsula is presented, followed by an exanifgleededestarin Damascus. Regarding th
khans examplef hypaethrakhansaredisplayedn the AnatolianPeninsulaeandDamascusThen,examples

of the domedkhansare illustrated, noting that their existence was limited to Damascus.
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3.1. Introduction

Throughouthe Ottomanera,Damascuseconomyflourishedfor a variety of significantreasonsThefirst was
that Damascus served as the starting point for pilgrimage caravanserais, which enhanced the city's ¢
Additionally, whenDamasasbecamepartof the Ottomansultanatewhichincludedall the Middle East,North
Africa, Anatolia, and the Balkans, all regions of the sultanate followed the same rules and legi
supporting and spurring internal commerce throughout the sultdbattéo mention, the sultans' efforts t
secure the long trade routes within the sultanate resulted in an economic boom in Damascus. M
agreementbetweerthe OttomanEmpireandEuropearcitiesaidedin openingtheeasterrmarketso European
trade. This economic prosperity and success prompted governors and members of notable families tc
variety of commercial structures. The development of commercial buildings was advantageous not
Damascus' wealthy traders but also for the govermwans, utilized the income to sustain their charitak
endowmentsAdditionally, thecommerciabuildingswereemployedby the governorsasatool to ensureheir
financial security. There were many kinds of commercial buildings in Damascus during the rOptenodal,
suchasdomeds | ampdthebedestapwhichinitially appearedsanimporteddesignfrom the Ottomansultanate.
In addition, thekhan a typical Islamic building, was already common in Damascus

3.2. The Reorientation of the Commercial Center:

Over the long history of Damascus, the commercial center has grown and relocated in response to
urbandevelopmenaswell asto the changingpolitical andeconomiaconditions.The colonnadedorridorthat
connected the city temple and the agffmum) has operated as a commercial hub since the Heller
period?®qFig.3) During the Roman period, a new commercial core also formed around the Via Re
"Straight Street." (Fig.4) Notably, there were no signiftcalterations throughout the Byzantine &a.

After the introduction of Islam and the conversion of the temple into a mosque, a temporary market ¢
meettheurgentrequirement®sf theburgeoningviuslim population It wasmadeup of makeshiftoothsresting
on the mosque's exterior walls. Notably, the affluentigi@mic commercial center zone maintained
importance®y(Fig.5)

Throughout the Middle Ages, Damascus' traditional urbam pegan to deteriorate. Its streets gradus

evolvedinto separate district®achwith its own public services anslwayqgathe diminutive ofs T, ar small

2%6253ck2005:72.
23Rabbat?2012:54.
284 bid.
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marketplace)Thecentrals T, ontheotherhand remainedasourceof socialunity, with peoplegatheringfrom
all over the city’®® (Fig. 48) (Fig.49)
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Figure 48 Thetransformationof thegrand Romamoad into an Arabic Market(Mansour2015:10)

Urmnayyad
Mosque

Nawfara Coflee House

Wood-Tumners Suq

Figure 49 Plan of modernsuwayqa (Rabb&001:57)

Damascus experienced thriving commerce with various regions of the Zinged kingdom, as well as \
LevantineCrusadekingdomsandEuropethroughthe Italianrepublicsdelegatestayingin Crusadeterritory,
even though the Zingeds were at war with them much of the®tfividhe city's primary commercial axi:
remainedhe samegconcentratingnthe StraightStreeton onesideandsouthandeastof the UmayyadMosque
ontheother®®’ Duringthisperiod,s T qosildbeclassifiedinto threegroupsbasedn theirlocationin thecity:

Textileswerelocatedto theeastof the UmayyadMosque cerealgo thesouthof themosqueandfood supplies

25 sauvagel 989:65-68.
266 Rabba2012:56-57.
%7 53ck2005:37.
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inas T kgownastheD Ual-B a i @kldnHouse)o thesouthof StraightStreet®® (Fig.50)

- et W
Y — |

Via Sacra (Darb Bab Jayrun) Y\
Bab Jayrun §
Rahbat al-Khalid (?) Q:T' —
Old location of Dar al-Bittikh =i— 1}

Wia Recia .
5uq al-Buzuriya

Dar al-Zahab (the Mint)

Dar al-Fulus (Exchange Qaysariva
The Mills area

L= I < I+ LTI SO I B

Figure 50 Locationof maincommerciaBctivitiesin Damascusn thetwelfth centuryRabbat2001:59)

Concerning the Ayyubid period, the commercial hub appears to be unctf&hgadoughout the Mamluk
period, there was a growing desire to move eouin activity outside the city walls. Thus, the horse mar}
which specializedn sellingsoldiers'supplieswashostedatthefoot of the citadel'snorthernside,in theregion
of T a @Qa | @aderthecitadel)?° This moveeventuallyresultedn therelocationof D Ual-B a 1 gnéits
dependens T tpghis newly constructed aréd(Fig.51)

268 53ck2005:37
2°Rabbat2012:57.
2°Degegorge2005:133.
" Ra b H9881989:84.

104|Page



Sugq al-Khayl
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straw and b.njey traders Bllid

i

Q"r‘ﬁ’ Citadel

Figure51Theplanof T a &Q a | & (Rabbat2001:60)

In the second half of the sixteenth century, Damascus experienced an increase in economic im
following its accessiomo the sprawlingOttomanSultanate’? As previouslystatedthe pilgrimageseasonwas
the principal enginef economicactivity in Damascushroughouthe Ottomanreign. Thusal-Si n U 18il ,y
which was part oBinan Pashaomplex, had special importance due to its location at the departure pa
Jerusalem and Hijaz. Trel veps dedicated to travelers' goé5The southern axis of tre-M o d District
specializedn grainstorageaswell as® a jrejatedbusinessndcrafts?’4 However the destructivefire in 1522
aroundB U &l-B a r apdhl-VA Hr | leftia jugemptyarea,which inducedthe Ottomanrulersto locatetheir
new commercial center in this space (southwest of the Umayyad Md&&uwenprising the largesi
congregatiorof s 1 épispreciousgoods,ncludingbothtraditionalandinternationalDamascenbusinesseas
well as the lucrive textile industry’’® The first Ottoman commercial construction in this zone walas
Si b 0 s il .3 ee constructiorof al-K h a y KHar(1552) markedthe beginningof the relocationof the
trademovemento the southwesbf the UmayyadMosque followed by al-& a r Khanin 1573,andthenal-

21253ck2005:46.

BalS h i HY96:365402.
21" Rabbat2012:63.
25\Weber2000:245.
21°Rabbat2012:63.
21"\Weber2000:245.
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Z a han?™®

In theeighteenttcentury,continuingthetrendof the sixteenthrandseventeentbenturiesanewgroupof khans
wasconstructedo the southwesbof the UmayyadMosque,suchas SuleimanPashakKhan dbA s Rasldhal-
VA OKhan al-| a n a Wbaa andal-RizKhan?"®(Fig.52)

Khan al-Sadraniya

Khan al-Za‘faraniya

Khan al-jumruk

Khan Sheikh Qatana

Khan al-Muradiya

Khan al-Haramayn (al-Jiwar)
Khan al-Qutun (Cotton)

Khan al-Harir (Silk)

Khan As‘ad Pasha al-Azem
Khan al-Ruzz (Rice

Khan al-Sunawbar (Pinenut)
Khan al-‘Amud

Khan al-jukh (Broadcloth)
Khan Suleiman Pasha al-Azem
Khan Jugmuq (Mamluk Period)
Khan al-Zayt (Oi

Khan al-Dekke (Mamluk Period)
Khan al-Safarjalani

I WP -

e L B R T

DU N R =0

Figure 52 Thelocationof khansin theMamlukand Ottomanperiods(Rabbat2001:64)

3.3.The DomedMarket (DomedS 1 q ) :

The s 1 ig the Islamic city traditional economic core. Often, thel ig only specialized for commercia
structures. The Damascesed ig notable for its covered streets. It was mainly roofed with wooden be
supported by brick or storegches. During thiatterdecades oDttomanrule, metal barrel, vaulted, gyabled
roofs replaced this type of timber roofiffy.

Damascus witnessed the initial appearance of a new fosml oy the early sixteenth century, referred to
thedomeds 1. Ghistypeservedasaprecursoto theBedestanwhich hasthesamearchitecturatlesign®®! The

domed market was exceedingly rare and only appears in two examples:

278 5ack2005:47.
29 pid: 62

280 hid:76
B1\Weber2000:246
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In 1525 1526,Q U jallQ u | W lal® §ibn F a r domstructechis news 1 reearB U b a y rtdthe eastof
the UmayyadMosque.ln placeof atimbergabledroof, thenews 1 vepscoveredwith brick domesmakingit
the earliest example of a domed i Damascud® It is believed that the fire of 1524, which ravaged t
districts closeB U b-B a I wiaslone of the key causes for the creation of the flockeds 1 stead of the
wooden structures, which were more vulnerable to the #ffes.

This step, was taken Hyb n  Fimaddpfing the Ottoman architectural style in the construction of fijso
maybeinterpreted as an attempt to confirm hisletfion with Ottoman rule, sincine domewas an essentia
architectural element in Ottoman architecture. Especially because he changed his doctrine from
ShOfi A9, to Ottoman Han®0B]j g Damascuenoph ntentieningptioas He
occupied the position of the highest judge of Damascus at the end of the Mamluk period until the C
occupation, he regained his position in 15%8.

Moreover, the construction dfi¢ newstyle ofl b n F a waéslinrthe saime year as the first appearanc
thecentraldomein Damascusittheal-; a m U d Noggueawhich meanghatit coincidedwith thebeginning
of thespreacf Ottomanarchitecturatraditions.lt is worth mentioningthatthis s T igtodayknownasal-Q U i

ST, gnd only a few of its shops remaffi.
A-AAT w8img :

It wasconstructedn 1554 1556by AhmadShamsiPashalt is situatedsouthof the citadel. Thelayoutof this
s 1, ghich had two stories and two entrances, was a hybrid dfetiestarand thes 1. tj was covered with
groinedvaults,which gaveit adistinctcharacterasotherDamascens 1 i theOttomanperiodwerecovered
with woodengabledroofs,with theexceptionofibn F a r f dbmetSsi .4’ Theareaof thiss 1 vepspreviously
occupiedby the Mamluk administrativepalaceknownasD Ual-S a @B Ual-3bA ddourtof Justice 8 It
is worth mentioning thal-Si b U h i is gqaival®rit tal-A r w U mtoday?%j (Fig.53)

B21hn” T | 1056:312.
283\Weber2000:245.
284 bid.

B51hn” T | 1056:381.
285\\/eber2007:195.

287 bid: 198.
28B1rns2005:235.

29 al-Ar n U18d37200-201.
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Figure53Theplanofal-db A r v8U iiVeber2007:216).

3.4.The Bedestan:

The bedestan is a form of commercial structure that consists of a longitudinally covered hall (do
vaulted)?® It usuallyhasatleasttwo easilyaccessiblentranceshatarelockedatnightandguardedy security
men. At times, many stores were erected orbédestals outside walls to expand its commercial spdte
Thebedestamrewin importanceghroughouthe Ottomanperiodandwasregardedsavital tradecenterSome

of its economic functions are as follows:

It wasa securdocationto storeandsell precioustems?®? suchassilks, goldworks silverware, andgwords>>

It wasa placewheretradersnegotiatecbusinessieals anglannedcaravansindcommerciavoyages™*
The bedestanwvas equippedwith speciallydesignedsafesto keepthe individuals' valuablegoods,suchas
jewelry and mone{*®

20peterser1996:33.

21 530ud2004:21.

292 bid.

2% Degeorge?005:158.

294 3-HadadandMalaka2015:288.
29 |bid.
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As a result, thebedestarwas established as the first bank, which served as a safe haven for mer
commodities>® Bedestansverefoundin all the major Ottomancities, thoughtheir numbersvariedaccording
to thesizeof thecity andits commerciaimportanceln lesssignificantcities, the bedestarwassupersedetly

thekhan It is worth noting that the firdtedestarwas di scovered i n Beykeh
Seljuk period (1297), according to the inscription over its entrance b&ldisstarhad a configuration similar
to later ones, featuring a closed rectangular courtyard covered with six domes aideédporenh three

entrances. Additionally, it included external stores arranged along its fouf¥ides.

3.5. Examplesof Ottoman Bedestandn the Anatolian Peninsula:

Todeterminghedesignof bedestanduringthe Ottomaneraandto trackanypossiblechangesthreeexamples

of bedestansrom the three Ottoman capitals will be presented sequentially.

3.5.1. The Bedestanof Bursa:

Thebedestarof Bursawasbuilt duringthereignof Beyazitl. It wasdedicatedo preciousandvaluablegoods.
In terms of its layout, it is a long and narrow building divided into two rows of seven piers, with eac

covered by seven domes. This bedestan was provided with gates located in the middle of its fio sides

Figure 54 Thelayout ofthebedestarof Bursahttps://okuryazarim.com/

296 530ud2004:21
27 peterserl996:33
2% Freely2011:45.
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3.5.2. The Bedestanof Edirne:

It was built by Mehmet | at the beginning of the fifteenth century. As with dibdestansthis one also
specializedn expensivegoods.It includesthirty-six storagerooms,with four gatespositionedon eachside. It

is covered with fourteen domes; senin each row and supported by six piers on eactSi@iig. 55 )

llll 'I'l III I |
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Figure 55Thelayoutof thebedestan oEdirne (Taghizadehvehe2015:33)

3.5.3.The SandalBedestanin Istanbul:

The SandaBedestawas constructed by Beyazit¥fl®as a commercial structure to house the trade of silk
and other fine fabrics. It was deemed one of the latggsigtstanin the empiré® This bedestartakesits
name from thesandalthat wasused to beold therga cloth with stripepatternssuccessively woven in silk
andcotton)®®? Theplanillustratesfour rows, eachcoveredwith five domesandthesedomesaresupported

by twelve piers. Theedestarhas one entrance on each sitférig.56)

29 Freely2011:67
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301 pyranti2012:198.

302 ol-Hadad& Malaka2015:289.
303 Freely2011:194.

110|Page



N TR TR T T T = =8= == 1~1 P
AL LU el L L L=y
R i G s o S 0

iy M
BT P et et
| Ly
i o s s o e e |
] 5 s = U = s 5 ) IR
L] (L n
] A i
e ! { . {of U
n 1] SWENEE
D

3.6. Example of Ottoman Bedestanin Damascus:

The sole recorded instance obedestarin Damascus is thal-Jumruk Bedestarit is located to the west o
the Umayyad Mosqu&? (Fig.52) It was built by the governor Murad Pasha Il (16689} and used for
selling luxurious textiled?® This bedestals layout is distinctive due to its L shape. Nine domes resting
pendentives serve as the roofing for the whole builtfihg. has four gates, covered with metal sheets
strengthened with naif§® The courtyard has a fountain and is surroundedftyythree large storage room
andeightsmallones Aboutforty of themhavesmallupperpartsaccessiblédy awoodenladder®® Externally,

thereareninestorageroomsandtwo stairs:oneleadsto anupperstorageroomandtheotherto theroomof the

d:?lO

night guar Overall, the constructionof this bedestarnwas a result of Ottomanarchitecturalinfluences.

304\Weber19971998:445.
305 5ack2005:49.

3% Degeorge2005:176.
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Hence, the Ottoman features appear clearly inaiestarthrough the typical rounded Ottoman domes an
pendentives! (Fig.57) (Fig.58)

Figure57 Theal- JumrukBedestan (HerrleNebel,& Ley,2008:46)

311\Weber2000:246.
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Figure 58 Thegroundplanof al- JumrukBedestar{Herrle, Nebel& Ley, 200846)

3.7.The Khan:

Thedistinctionbetweertheterms”caravanseraiand"khan" which aresometimesonfusedshouldbe made
before discussing thichans Caravanseraithis term has Persian origins and consists of two parts: "cara
and"serai,"whichmeang'the palaceof thecaravan.®*? Thecaravanseraiswhichwereusedfor botheconomic
exchange and as rest stops for caravans, were situated along major trade routes. They had stores tt

essential services required by both travelers and their anttials.

Functionsof the caravanserais

2y i wnesl: 6768.
*Fak Ar n (189B:106.
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Military purposesUntil the Seljuk era,whenspecificmilitary posts were createdaravanseraicontinuedto
serveamilitary role becausenanyof themincludedtowers,arrowslits, andupperchambergor defendingthe
roads**

Postalfunction: The caravanseraisvereequipped witlpostalcenters’™

Commerciafunction: Many of the caravanshatsettledin thesecaravanseraisverecommerciaf®

On the other hand, the terrkhart' also has Persian origins and means "hotiselhe khansinside the city
havebeenknownsincethe ninth century,while caravanseraisiave beenknownsincethe Umayyadperiod>*®
Khanswere usually constructed by affluent or powerful people, and most of the time they were par
endowment’® Thekhanswereestablisheéisacommerciakenvironmento enableraderso collectanddeliver
theirgoodseasilyandmanageheir commercen aclosed safeplace.Thefunctionof the khanwasnotonly as
atrading centebut also as &ostel, wherehe upperrooms ofthe khanwerededicated as accommodation fe
travel er s. The commerci al activities took pl
meetings, holding agreements, and storing goods, in addition to being used as stables for animals. C
thekhanwas separated from the main street by a gate or door, which was closed after sunset by the

thekhan®?°

Themajority of Damascenkhanshavetwo levelsconnectedby stairsfoundatthemainentranceThisentrance
leads to a courtyard surrounded by rooms used for commercial transactions (production, sales, and
while the rooms on the upper floor were used for the accommodation of traders and travelers. Someti
roomsonthegroundfloor aredividedinto two partsby anarch;thefront partis usedasanoffice, andtheback
one is used as a storage room. The rooms on the upper floor are very similar to those on the ground
theywereshallowerdueto the presenc®f a porticothatcamebeforetheroomsandoverlookedthe courtyard.
Furthermore, they were typically lower than the rooms on the ground floor sinkkahe overall height is
betweereightandtwelve meters As for roofing, mostof therooms,whetheron the groundor first floor, were
covered with vaults and rarely had wooden flat ceilings. The roof of the portico on the first floor was t
covered with barrel or groined vaults or small dorifés.
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Regardingheconstructiormaterialsaswith importantbuildings,thekhanswereconstructeef carvedstones,
while thedomeswerebuilt of bricksandpaintedwith white lime. Finally, it is noteworthythatthe khanswere
usually named according to the type of goods sold in them, suckZas @lt (dl)hakdrar 0 r (siKkh :

andal-Tutun Khan(tobacco)*#?

3.8. Examplesof Khans in the Anatolian Peninsula:

TheAnatolianPeninsuldhasseverakexampleof khans mostof which follow asimilarlayout.Sincethekhans
in BursaCity serveasthefirst tangibleillustrationsof Ottoman commercialculture,examplesrom Bursawiill
be provided, such a&mir Khanand Koza Khan Then, examples from Istanbul, which has long bee
significant market for the empire's products, will be illustrated, incluingr k - ¢, th& dideskhanin

Istanbul, and concluding witRustem Pasha Khawhich was designed by the architect Sinan.

3.8.1.Emir Khan in Bursa

Emir Khanwas built in 1339 as part of tli@r h a n G h a(@inplek).Jtlislcongidered the oldéstanin

Bursa and consists of a central rectangular courtyard surrounded by rooms on twiffk®mntrance is
located on the northern side, and it is provided with a stable at the back. The rooms on the ground flc
used as storageoms forgoods, whileherooms on thdirst floor wereused as accommodation for travelel

with each room provided with a fireplat®¥(Fig.59)
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Figure 59 Thelayoutof Emirkhan thegroundfloor andfirst floor ( S A J ROLG<62)
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3.8.2.Koza Khan in Bursa:

Koza Khanwas built by Beyazit Il in 1490. Thkhan regarded as the largest in Bursa and specific.
constructed for the silk trade, features a porticoed courtyard, fifty rooms on two storiex and & in thea
middle of the courtyard. The a d € is togped by a mosque supported by eight pillare flmsque in the
khanreflectsacommonarchitecturafeatureof the Seljukkhansof thethirteenthcentury which oftenincluded

a mosque that stood separately in the courtyéimsk Mosque) > (Fig. 60) (Fig.61)
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Figure 60 Thelayout ofKoza khanhttps://islamicart. museumwnf.org
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Figure61 Themosquéen KozaKhan (Freely 2011:44)

3.8.3.K ¢, r kkhan in Istanbul:

K¢r k- ¢, ald6 kreown as thKhan of the Furriers, was constructed by the grand vizier Mahmud P:
around 1462, making it Istanbul's old&ktn It consisted of two large courtyards. The first courtyard, wh
oncehoused a mosqu@ow destroyed)was surrounded by two floors, each camtay forty-five rooms. The

secondcourtyard Jocatedto the northof thefirst one,hadanirregularshapeandalsofeaturedwo floors, each

with thirty rooms®% (Fig. 62)

32 Freely2011:126.
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Figure62ThelayoutofK ¢, r k - ¢ Idtahbal(Freely2011:126)

3.8.4. RustemPashaKhan in Istanbul:

It is locatedin Istanbulandbuilt by thearchitectSinanshortlybefore1550,consistof along andnarrow

courtyard with two floors. Each floor features a portico preceding the rifiiég.63)

Figure 63 Thelayoutof RusteniPashakKhan (Freely2011:241)

3.9. The Mamluk Khansin Damascus:

Accordingto literary sourcesDamascusvashometo manyMamluk khans The majority of themwereeither

rebuiltwith newstructuresgdestroyediuringthe TaimurLank raidin 1402,0r burnedasaresultof fires 3% al-

Dikkah KhanandJugmuq Kharare theonly two Mamluk khans that have endured to the presentday.

327 Freely2011:240
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3.9.1. Al-Dikkah Khan:

Al-Dikkah Khanis the oldeskhanstill standing in Damascus, dating to a time before £3%8.s situated in
the Straight StreeMi d Oa t StRet)satdavas used as a slave market. (Fig.52) Its name derives frc
stone platform dikkahin Arabic) that was used to display slaves. Tkiean consists of one floor, with ar
entrancdeadingto avestibulewith two roomson eachside thenanopencourtyardwith afountain,surrounded
by eight storage rooms, in addition to a large hall in its northeasieraré®! (Fig.64)

Only thekhan'spillars remain from the original structure, as the majority of it was demolished and re
With twelveroomsandanewlyrenovatedountain,thekhanis presentlyutilized asa nationaltextile workshop,

butit is still in poorcondition®3? 1t is worth mentioningthatit is thoughtthatthe pillars of this khanoriginally

date back to the classical period, as they were part of the columns of the Straigfits

Figure 64 Thelayoutof al-Dikkih Khan p(Herrle, Nebel, &Ley,2008:46) redrawnby theauthor

3.9.2. Jugmug Khan:

JugmudKhanwasbuilt in 1421by the Mamluk governorof DamascusSayfal-D ¢ Jugmugandis locatedon
the Straight StreeMi d &at P 3.8%Fig.52)5This snalkhanmeasures 1,000 square met&rs.

30aLS h i HY96:261.
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It featuresadecorativegatelocatedonits southerrf a - atitl regardedasD a ma s aldastkltangate(Fig.65)
Thegateopensontoa vestibulecoveredwith a barrelvault, with a stairwayanda storagaoomon thewestern
side and two storage rooms on the eastern®*3ideis vestibule leads to a rectangular courtyard surroun
by eighteerstorage rooms on all four sides, built of carved stones, in addition to western and ieastsr
roofed with groined vaults. The second floor consists of twembyrooms, but during the Syrian rebellio
againstheFrenchMandatein 1925,this portionwasdestroyedy fire andhadto berebuilt. (Fig.66) Thekhan
underwent later modifications that eliminated its Mamluk features, and currently, its rooms are utili

warehouses for commodities and offices for the textile tfde.

Figure 65 Theentranceof Jugmuqg Khan (Herrle\ebel,& Ley,2008:53)

FalAal | 1889:874.
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Figure 66 Thelayoutof Jugmuq khaifHerrle, Nebel,& Ley,2008:51) redrawnby theauthor

3.10. The Ottoman Khans in Damascus:

Accordingto al-Q a s Utherelvaye 139 khansin Damascusiuringthe Ottomanera>3® Presentlythe walled
city hasfifteen khans two of themdatebackto the Mamluk period,asdetailedabove while the otherthirteen
date back to the Ottoman éf&(Fig.52)

Therearetwo discernibletypesof khansin Damascus:

The hypaethral type: Thistypeis widespreadn Islamicarchitecturelts planis distinguishedy anopen

courtyard surrounded by rooms distributed over two fl38s.

The domedcourtyard type: Thistypebegarto developin the middle of the sixteenthcentury.lt consistsof

a domed courtyard surrounded by rooms on twar§li38

%80Qa s 1870:110.
3901 r g0d4: 13.
3405ack2005:79.
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3.11. Examplesof the hypaethral khansin Damascus:

3.11.1. Al-Dh ¢ n UKhary y a

Al-D h § n UKhanis sitaatedn al-B u z 1 r $ Iy, gowthof the UmayyadMiosque (Fig.51)It hasthirty-nine

shops spread across two flo8tsEven though th&hanwas sponsored by Sinan Pasha, one of the impor
figures in Damascus, it follows a simpdeneral layout without any special features. Comparing the
structuresssociateavith SinanPashatheluxuriousandfamousal-S i n U Mosyue @etailedin theprevious

chapterandthis simplekhanconfirmstheideathatreligiousbuildingswerethemostimportantrepresentatives
of Ottoman authority. In contrast, the main function of commercial buildings in Damascus was to gui:
the owner's financial security. It is important to note that information aboukhhisrelies solely on the

endowmentleed, and it appears that #teanhas been demolished at this point.
3.11.2. Lala Mustafa Khan:

Lala Mustafa Kharwas built by Lala Mustafa Pasha, the governor of Damascus between 1563 and 15
is located outsid® U b -Faaaj. (Fig.12) The location of th&han outside the city walls, in the norther
neighborhood, played an important role in the urban development of this area, which became a resic
many Ottoman officials in later centuries. Tlisan was used to accommodate pilgrims, merchants,
travelers, and later also the military, due to its proximity to the cit4titlwas destroyed during the Frenc
Mandate, and a T veps built in its placé®

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

This khanhadfour entrancesthe mainonelocatedin the southernwall, alongwith threedoorson the eastern,
western, and northern sides. The main entrance led to a courtyard paved with basalt stones and surrc
a portico on all four sides. On the ground floor, there were-filfty storage rooms distributed along tt
northern, western, and southesides, in addition to two large, vaulted storage rooms on the easter
northern sidedn the center of the courtyard was the mosque okliae situated above a water basin, al
accessed via a staircase leading to the portico on the mosque'smorthest - ade ( Fi gwest&n/
cornerof the courtyardtherewasawell. The exteriorf a - af themosquewasbuilt of marbleandcolored

%2alA U r n 1085t 108.
343 Boquist2012:195 201.
“al-al | 1989:@87.
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stone, with a wooden door. The second floor consisted of 115 domed storage rooms, each equip
fireplaces, chimneys, and windows that opened to both the interior and exterioklo&ni&

The Ottoman influence is e&hrly evident in thikhan'slayout and new architectural elements. The fount
mosque in the center of the courtyard was a feature introduced for the first time in Damascene archit
this khan following Ottoman architectural traditions, with andiar earlier example in Bursa&¢za Khan.
Moreover, the windows overlooking the exterior of #ie&anwere a new tradition. Fireplaces, which we
highly common in Anatolia and the Balkan regions of the central Ottoman domains, were also intrc
despte beingpreviouslyunknownin Damascen&hans®* ThesignificantOttomaninfluencesn thiskhanmay
be explained by its location in a neighborhood that hosted Ottoman officials, which compelled the spc

adhere to the Ottoman style as closely as possible.

Figure67Thef a - af themosqueof Lala Mustafa KhanBoqvist2012:206).

3.11.3. Al-4 a r Khan:

Al-& a r Khanis locatedsouthwesbf the UmayyadMosquein al-& a r i r§’(Fig. 52) It datesto the Seljuk
periodandwasoriginally knownasal-Q a w UKhannDuring thereignof DervishPashan 1573,it wasrebuilt
to its presenstateasanendowment*® with its revenueslevotedo the DervishPashaMosquein Damascug?®

The main function of thikhanwas to accommodate silk tradérs.

345 Boquist2012:195.
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The Architectural Layout of the Khan

The khan covers an area of 2,500 square meters. It has tveewgn external vaulted storage rooms. T
decorated portal leads to a greiaulted vestibule, then to the rectangular courtyard with a central b
surrounded by seventeen storage rooms built of bsisaies> The second floor is surrounded by a dom
portico, covered with fortfour small domed® Behind the portico, there are fiftwo rooms built of
limestone®? All of these rooms on the second floor are provided with windows opening to both the ir
and exterior sikhansdresdet ia altérrating whéte andfbladk btdnegig. 68).
Remarkably, th&hanis currently in good condition. Its stores are used as workshops for socks, babo
clogs, shoes, and befts.

Thefundamentatesignof thekhanis basedon the overalldesignof khansthat appearedn Damascusluring
the Mamluk era and in Anatolia, with rooms on two levels surrounding a central courtyard. Regard
architecturaklementsf the khan suchasthe domedporticoandthe windowsoverlookingthe exterior,these
features reflect Ottoman i nfl uenc e s-colorednstoreg@bian)r

follows local traditions.

¥1Degeorge?005:172.
%2 s5auvagel 989:76.
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Figure 68 Thelayout of atHarir khanhttps://aralzency.com.sy/

3.11.4. Al-Za Af ar akhgni yy a

Al-Z a Jf a r Kharjwaspuiltan theseventeenth centugndis locatedin al-& a r 0 r soushivest othe
UmayyadMosque (Fig. 52) It is asmallkhanconsistingof along vestibulewith threebarrelvaultedstoreson
eachside,leadingto aporticoedcourtyardsurroundedy thirteenvaultedstoragerooms.The secondloor has
seventeen vaulted rooms, preceded by a pofifcNowadays, the storage rooms of thisanare used as
shops™’ (Fig. 69) (Fig.70)

by i wgsiro7.
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125|Page



Thekhanis quitesimple,withoutanydistinguishingcharacteristicyutits importancealerivesfrom its location

in the main commercial center.

Figure69 Theentranceofal Z a Jf a r &hapandpaytef ths courtyard(Herrle, Nebel,& Ley2008:45)

Figure70Thelayoutofal Z a uf a r &han(Hewly, debel,& Ley2008:46)
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3.11.5. Al-Z a &Hhan:

Al-Z a ghanwasconstructedy v a s Rashal-S § U g thetveednif01and1602.1t is situatedn the
western section of the Straight Stredti(d O'a t Stieet)8(Fig.52)

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

Thegateleads to agroin-vaulted vestibulevith stairson eitherside.Additionally, thereis aroomto thenorth
of thewestern stairs that served as khanguards room. In the centeaf thecourtyardthereis arectangular
fountainsurroundedy a vaultedportico,with twenty-eightvaultedroomsbehindit. Theupperfloor is flanked
by a domed portico, with twensix vaulted rooms behind it. Each room has twodews, one overlooking
the portico and the other facing the outsttiérig.71)

The f a- akdaais mafleuptofablag, with oneqashanitile at the top of the gate arch. This reflects t
Ottoman practice of occasionally employing individual tiles and panels as spolia in their strifétL
Currently, thiskhanserves as a textile worksh8P(Fig. 72) (Fig. 73). The arrangement of #tean with its
opencourtyardencircledby rooms,is typicalin design.t is apparenthatthesecondloor'sdomedporticoand

the windows overlooking the street reflect Ottoman influencesdete ablaqof thekhan s f a- ad

local influences.
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Figure 71 Thelayoutof al-Z a §han(Herrle, Nebel,& Ley2008:55)
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3.11.6. Al-Shaykh Qa~ akhdh:

Al-ShaykhQ a i &halj alsoreferredto asal-fj; U b Khan (the Khan of the Soaps)was constructetly Mousa
ibnatQa” On prior *¥o0o 1608 or 1609.

The Architectural Layout of the Khan

It is a smallkhan covering an area of 660 square meters. It consists of a vestibule leading to\aglteith
space with a hall on each side, then a square courtyard surrounded by six storage rooms. The secot
surrounded by a portico covered with eleven smalnhe® and behind the portico, there are vaul
rooms3®¥(Fig.74) The courtyard is currently used for selling garm&i&ig.75).

The layout of thé&khan with its open courtyard surrounded by rooms, is typical in design. The domed p

on the second floor reflects Ottoman influences.

- i

Figure 74 TheArchitecturalLayoutof Al-ShaykiQ a i &Imat)(Herrle, Nebel & Ley2008:57)
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Figure 75 The entrance @fl ShaykiQ a 1 &nati(al-S h i H490: 74)

3.12. Examplesof the DomedKhans in Damascus:

3.12.1. Al-K h a 'y yKhand n

It is the oldest Ottoman building in Damascus that still maintains its original &€3ignl556, the Ottoman
governor Ahmad Shamsi Pasha constructedktiesmas an endowment to cover the expenses of his relig

complex It is located south of the citadel, near the complex it§&If.

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

It consists of a portal that leads to a greaulted vestibule, a large hall, and stairs on each side. The sou
hall mayhavebeenusedasakitchen,suggestety thepresencef slotsresemblingchimneysTheplanreveals
a rectangular courtyard surrounded by a portico, with two domes originally covering this cotftty
However, talay these two domes have collapsed, while their pendentives still r’éfhgimthermore, the
courtyard is flanked by twelve storage rooms, each consisting of two domed parts. The upper fl

approximately twelve roomgreceded by a barrghulted portico™®® (Fig. 76) (Fig.77)

365\Weber2007:198.
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Of significantnoteis the synchronizatiorof this khan'sconstructiorwith theexistenceof aworkshopinvolved
in constructing theal-Suleimaniyyacomplex. This suggests the possibility that this workshop, or
Damascene workers trained within it, participated in constructinghiaisunder the governar'orders’® As
a result, thikkhanexhibits a distinctive style, marking the beginning of dbppearance of Damascene dome
courtyardkhans The Ottoman influence is evident in the use of pendentives as the intersedtierdofme
with the supporting arches.

Moreover, Shamsi Ahmad Pasha, the patron ofktiey was among the first governors to introduce t
Ottomanstyle to DamascusThis influenceis particularlyevidentin the designal-cb A r w80 rgsdescribed
above, with stood out in the city's commercial center, as well as in the complex of Shamsi Ahmad

detailed in the previous chapter.

Figure76 Thelayoutofal-k h a ykBanHitps:/etourismsy.wordpress.com
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Figure77 Thecourtyardofal-k h a y Kldn@ndthependentivesrhichheldthedomegHerrle, Nebel & Ley2008:41)

3.12.2. Al-Tutun Khan:

Situatedsouthof theUmayyadMosquein al-S i ISW,@-TutunKhanwasconstructedroundl711during the
tenure of Gov¥Y%igs2) NUAOf Pasha.

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

The entrance to thkhanleads into a vestibule, which in turn opens onto a courtyard covered with
domes’? The second story features a vaulted portico preceding small rooms. Notablkh#niss
distinguished by two additional sections branching off from its courtyard via small vestibules. Each :
representa smallerreplicaof theoriginal khan®"® Theoriginal purposeof thekhanwasto selltobacco®”* The
roomsof thekhanarestill utilized asstoragaoomsfor merchantandasshopsfor spicesperfumesandfood
supplies®’® (Fig.78) (Fig.79) Thiskhanrepresents the earliest example of domed courtiiaatisfrom the
eighteenth century. Its sole distinguishing feature is its courtyard, covered with three domes.
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Figure78 The layoubfal-TutunK h a n  ( 2014r28) U T i

Figure 79 Thedomed courtyard adl-Tutun kharduring thereconstructional-S h i H.496:716)
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3.12.3. Al-A U miKbdan:

Locatedsouthwesbf the UmayyadMosque,(Fig.52)it is believedthatal-3,t mKhanwasinitially built by
QUiallQu I W lal® ¢ ibn F a r dttherendof the Mamluk periodin 1490.It waslater renovatediuring
theOttomanperiodby | s m Bastgl-A A 0§ betweerl725and17313%7°

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

The plan reveals an entrance leading to a vestibule, with a staircase located on its northern side and
room on its southern side. Notably, the first courtyard, constructed during the Mamluk period, is cu
coveredwith ametalroof andis suroundedby ninevaultedstoragaooms.Thesecondloor featuresa portico
encircling sixteen vaulted rooms. As for the second courtyard, built during the Ottoman period, it is c
with four domes and is surrounded by nine vaulted storage roomsS3(idouring the Ottoman period]-
U mi d weshutilized for storing grains. Presently, it houses commercial offif€ég.81)

Figure 80 the Layoutof Al-3sti mKhadn( 21 r q U23) 2014 :
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Figure81 Thefacadeofal-uti mk Il a n  2011:286f o

3.12.4. SuleimanPashaKhan:

Accordingto aninscriptionaboveits gate,SuleimarPashal-A A 0 éomstructedhis khanbetweerl 732and1736
It is situated south of the Straight Stré&Fig. 52)

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

Thegatewayeadsto a vestibulecoveredwith two vaults.On eachsideof theentryway thereis a staircaseind
a storage room. Thkhan features a rectangular courtyard with a large basin at its center. Originally
courtyard was covered with two domes resting on pendentives, which have since collapsed, tho
pendentives remaf® The ground floor comprises seventeen vaulted storage rooms. The upper floor fe
a groinvaulted portico surrounded by twentine rooms, each with windows facing both the exterior «
interior sides Notably,theupperfloor roomsretaintheiroriginaldoors.Thef a - @f tthekhanis adornedvith
ablag **° (Fig.82) (Fig.83) (Fig.84)

Before 2003, the ground floor rooms were used for storing food supplies such as oil and coffee, w
secondfloor roomsserved as workshops for tailors and trade offices.Kiamwas closed for renovation ir
2003
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In conclusion, th& h a de8ign blends local and Ottoman features. The use of white and black stone fc

local traditions, while the pendentives and extefaming windows reflect Ottoman influences.

Lt
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Figure 82Thelayoutof SuleimarPashaal-uA Okham(al-R § O'1975075)



Figure84 Thecourtyardof khanSuleimarPashaal-UA GNhamandthependeniewichheldthedomes(DegeorgeQOOS:195)
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3.12.5. Al-Saf ar Krad: On 0

It is situated inal-Si | U Osoushivast of the Umayyad Mosque (Fig.52), and was either constructe
Mu+vamadaf ariflad37dtin H750by4 a siBniA Uma-8af ar*?al On o .

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

Its layout features a gate followed by a narrow vestibule. KRag consists of two floors with a courtyar
coveredoy threedomesandthegroundfloor hastwelvestores Currently,thekhanhousevariouscommercial
activities, including stores fesandals, jewelry, silk, and even fast food. The only notable characteristic «
khanis its courtyard, which is covered by three dorft&¢Fig.85) (Fig.86)

- I-I-Il_l_..-

Figure85 Thelayoutofal-S a f a r Khanl (Hem@&Nebel, &Ley,2008:75)redrawnby theauthor

*2al-Shi HY00:Z17.
3alR o 4 197534.
138|Page



Figure 86 Thedomed courtyard odl-S a f a r Khanl(Hémle)Nebel, &Ley2008:74)

3.12.6. A A's Pastaal-A A { Khan:

Situatedn al-B u z T r $ Ty thiskianwas establishedy the governorA A s Raahdal-A A 0 hetmeenl751and
1753, southof his palace®®*(Fig.52) Its constructioninvigoratedthe commercialactivity in al-Bu z T r i

S 1, q hub for the cereal and spice trdtfe.

The Architectural Layout of the Khan:

The khanspans 2500 square met&fslt features an entrance leading to a vaulted vestibule, with stair
eithersideprovidingaccesgo thesecondloor. Beyondthevestibulelies a squarecourtyardpavedwith basalt
stone and centered around a polygonal fountain. The courtyard walls exhadildahetyle, alternating black
basaltstoneswith white limestone Thegroundfloor containgwenty-oneshopswith amosqueaccessiblérom
the exterior in the westenpart. The upper floor consists of foifiye vaulted rooms, each preceded by

portico®” The courtyard is covered by nine domes, each resting on a drum and pierced with wifidows.

34Weber2007:202.
385 5ack2005:53.
386 |bid.

A | r @014:17-18.
388 5ack2005:51
139|Page



Thekhan'sf a- ade is |l uxuri ous, nmugatndsand ddenec witilblagdearatiorc
Presently, th&hanserves as a venue for cultural exhibitidf{Fig.87) (Fig.88) (Fig.89)

The ninedomedkhanof A A s Rasltirepresentshe pinnacleof Damasceneélomedkhan architecture The
ablagwal I s of 1 ts courtyard and f a- ade migasdslements

further underscores these local architectural traditions.

Figure 87 Thelayoutof LA s Rastdhal-UA OKhan (1 r2618:017)

¥9alR ¢ ¥ 1975%7.
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