Essay Writing 2. – Academic writing
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Wednesday 12.30-2 pm, BTK Z 307
Veronika Schandl - schandl.veronika@btk.ppke.hu   

This seminar wishes to help students develop their writing skills and prepare for the final exam at the end of the third year. Therefore, we are going to revise the most important steps of essay-writing in general, however, will mainly focus this term on the preparation of a full academic essay, which students need to produce for most of their courses from the second year onwards. The basic steps of selecting a suitable topic, collecting and organising material, then writing and rewriting the text itself are all going to be dealt with. The final goal of the course is to enable students to produce academic essays on their own in the future.

Course schedule: 

Week 1 (15 September)
Introduction, requirements, revision: what is an essay? 




HW: Write a 1-page long ESSAY on a given topic
Week 2 (22 September)
Academic essay vs. review – how to write a review?






HW: Write a 1-page review

Week 3 (29 September)
Choosing a topic, how to collect material, plagiarism

Hw: Decide on a topic

Week 4 (6 October)

Collecting material, quotations and references 

Hw: produce bibliography, produce summary of one secondary source
Week 5 (13 October)

Outline and note taking, reading for information





Hw: write outline

Week 6 (20 October)

Structure and organisation – introduction and conclusion

FALL BREAK – 30 OCTOBER: DEADLINE FOR FIRST DRAFT!!!!!
Week 7 (3 November)

Using digital aids - sources, formatting and presentation
 
Week 8 (10 November)
Individual discussions 1.
Week 9 (17 November)
Individual discussions 2. 
Week 10 (24 November)
Style and audience, revision of paragraphing, proofreading What can you do with a seminar paper? Different modes of essay writing
Week 11 (1 December)
 NO CLASS! 

Hw: Revise and finish your essay (typed, referenced)

8 December - NO CLASS! Deadline for final essay!

Week 12 (7 December)
Final evaluation, discussions.  
Requirements and evaluation:

Continuous work – you will not be able to complete the course without writing the homework and gradually preparing your essay. 

Attendance: do not miss more than three classes – four classes missed result in an extra (second) paper to be written, five classes missed mean a ’nem teljesített tanegység’.

If you are absent from a class or have no homework, you have the end of the week to hand it in (yet please do it preferably until Wednesday afternoon) otherwise I cannot accept it.
Plagiarising automatically means that you fail the class. 

Active participation:


10%

Homework:



30%

One-page essay: 


20%

Academic essay (2 versions):
40%

