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Background

- Syntactic complexity (SC) is a crucial constraint of L2 performance and one of the most
frequently used measures to analyze L2 proficiency (e.g. by Ai&Lu, 2013; Biber et al., 2016;
Hunt, 1965; Taguchi et al., 2013).

-SC is a highly complex concept (different dimensions of the construct at three levels:
sentence, phrase and clause)

-SC of a written text plays a vital role in the language assessment area

- The validity of a language test - one of the fundamental qualities of any assessment process
(Bachman & Palmer, 1996, p. 21) encompasses the capacity of a test that is valid and thus,
which evaluates what it is proposed to evaluate (Hughes, 1998, p. 26).

Significance of the research

- Taking into account that grammatical knowledge is one of the fundamental aspects of L2
performance at the examination, this prospective study was designed to examine the validity
of the Pazmany Basic Language exam (BLE) contributing through the investigation of
syntactic complexity features of the written texts.

- To fill the gap, the present study seeks to examine the relationship between syntactic

complexity of English L2 learner texts and writing quality as determined by human raters.
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to determine whether the written text

production part of the Pazmany Basic
Language exam can be validated with the
help of syntactic variables and thus, identify




Research objectives

Investigate the
patterns of syntactic
complexity
predicting high-
quality writing as
measured by the
syntactic complexity
variables:

Identify the role of
syntactic
complexity in the
decision-making
process as judged
and interpreted by

\ the raters

Investigate the
syntactic
complexity of a
written text at the
B2+ level of
language
proficiency

Examine the role of
syntactic
complexity of
written texts in the
context of the L2
assessment
validation procesy




Research questions




Overview of the literature review




A fundamental framework characterizing L2 proficiency, performance, and
development (Bulté & Housen, 2014).
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A fundamental framework characterizing L2 proficiency, performance, and
development (Bulté & Housen, 2014).

A

riuency

Complexity

Pace and W
Difficul
Control ity

11



A TAXONOMY OF COMPLEXITY CONSTRUCTS

Relative complexity Absolute complexity
(Difficulty) (Complexity)
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SYNTACTIC COMPLEXITY

“progressively more elaborate language that is used”, “a greater
variety of syntactic patterning” + assign SC to the learners’
willingness to produce structures and units “closer to the
cutting edge of interlanguage development”

length and frequency of the formal text-internal structures (i.e.
sentence length, clause length, subordination ratio, and
others).

syntactic maturity and defined it as “the range of forms that
surface in language production and the degree of the
sophistication of such forms”

“a multidimensional construct, with each dimension requiring
different, appropriate measures” (p. 497). Lu (2017) illustrated
2 views on syntactic complexity: quality - from the perspective
of L2 testing and assessment area, and variability - L2 writing
across different aspects (genre, task, topic).



KEY QUALITIES OF TEST USEFULNESS
(BACHMAN & PALMER,2010)
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Construct validity =“the meaningfulness and appropriateness of
the interpretations that we make based on the test scores’
(Bachman & Palmer, 1996, p. 44).

Construct validation of a test is related to establishing the extent
a test is measuring what it is supposed to measure and how
closely the intended measures are interpreted in the scores.
Thus, the exam validation process involves the collection of
relevant evidence to support the validity of the assessment.
Since grammar is one of the areas of language ability to be
assessed at the BLE, the present study is aimed to investigate
the validation process with the help of the syntactic complexity
of the written texts. Particularly, the evidence will be collected
from both the analysis of the construct to be evaluated and the
degree of correspondence of the measures to the scores.
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RESEARCH METHODS




RESEARCH SETTINGS
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PARTICIPANTS OF THE STUDY

~N

The students of Pazmany Peter Catholic
University majoring in English (over 70 non-

native speakers of English and the test takers of
the Pazmany BLE).

\_ _/

The raters at the Pazmany Peter Catholic A

University, who assess the students’ exam
papers at the BLE.

\_




DATA COLLECTION

- Corpus of over 70

Corpus
creation

- Long qualitative

Interview




Data analysis
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Data analysis

“A detailed set of the questions and
probes” (p. 78)) covering all the
topics to be addressed in the

interview (Maykut-Morehouse,
1994).

Interview
schedule
creation



CONCLUSION & DISCUSSION




PRELIMINARY WORK




SOME ASPECTS OF THE
PILOTING STUDY




Computational analysis
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“A group of words which express a thought and
delimited with one of the following punctuation marks
that signal the end of a sentence: period, question mar,
exclamation mark, quotation mark, or ellipsis” (Lu,
2010: 481).
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A T-unit is “one main clause plus any
subordinate clause or nonclausal
structure that is attached to or
embedded in it” (Hunt 1970:4)
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Length of ) .
e omputational analysis

A T-unit is “one main clause plus any
subordinate clause or nonclausal

structure that is attached to or
embedded in it” (Hunt 1970:4)
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suborc A clause is defined as a structure
StrUCt  \vith a subject and a finite verb,
“A group of words embe 4nd includes independent clauses
delimited with one of the follc adjective clauses, adverbial
that signal the end of a senter  clauses, and nominal clauses.
exclamation mark, quotation
2010: 481).
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Manual analysis
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Correlation between textual and
grammatical variables

Varlable 1 Variable 2

-Flnlte VP
F|n|te VP

[[-Finite VP

MSubordination
I Finite VP

mSubordination
Subordination
ﬂFinite VP

5l Coordination

Coordination
Coordination
Coordination
-Subordination

Clauses

Words
T-units
Clauses
Sentences

The mean length of clauses
Clauses per sentence

The mean length of clauses
T-units

Clauses

Words

Clauses per sentence

Words

781
741

611
-.583

.564

~.544
441
397




Correlation between grammatical
variables and the grammar points

Variable 1 Variable 2 r-coefficient

Grammar points  Passive




REFERENCES



https://rm.coe.int/16802fc1bf




