
	Course Title: Introduction to Britain
	Credits: 3

	Type of course (lecture/seminar): seminar and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): practical grade

	Suggested semester: 1.

	Prerequisites (if any): -

	Course description: 

	The purpose of the seminar is to provide first-year students of English with basic concepts of British civilization. The course does not take a historical perspective; it intends to present contemporary British society through its political, social and cultural institutions and to investigate the mechanisms of these institutions in the context of their traditions. The discussion of topics will encourage the juxtaposition of British issues with their Hungarian counterparts, which will promote students’ understanding of the different mentalities and concepts of the target community. The course also wishes to invest students with skills to perceive different cultural patterns and to successfully communicate between the concepts of British civilization and their own, which will be achieved by acquiring the terminology of the various fields of civilization studies as well as by the tasks related to the home readings: comprehension exercises, summaries, reviews, critical analyses, short essays, translations and group discussions.

Assessment of the course: two term tests, home assignments, active participation in the in-class discussions and group work.



	Required and recommended reading:

	Required readings:

PINTÉR, Károly, Introduction to Britain: A Textbook for Students of English, Piliscsaba, PPKE, 2007, ISBN: 978-963-9206-44-1

STORRY, Mike and Peter CHILDS, eds., British Cultural Identities, 3rd edition, London, Routledge, 2007, ISBN: 978-041-5424-60-8

Recommended readings:

ABERCROMBIE, Nicholas and Alan WARDE, Contemporary British Society, 3rd edition, Polity Press – Blackwell Publishers, 2000, ISBN: 978-074-5622-97-2

ABERCROMBIE, Nicholas and Alan WARDE, The Contemporary British Society Reader, Polity Press – Blackwell Publishers, 2001, ISBN: 978-074-5622-63-7
JANCSÓ, Daniella et al., Cultural Relations, Budapest, Akadémiai Kiadó, 2001, ISBN: 978-963-0577-22-9
OAKLAND, John, British Civilization: An Introduction, 2nd edition, London, Routledge, 1991, ISBN: 978-041-5064-75-0
O’DRISCOLL, James, Britain: The Country and its People. An Introduction for Learners of English, 2nd edition, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1995, ISBN: 978-019-4324-29-8


	Lecturer responsible for course: Karáth Tamás, senior lecturer, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Pintér Károly, associate professor, PhD; Reuss Gabriella, senior lecturer, PhD; Földváry Kinga, senior lecturer, PhD


