BBNAN01300 The History of American Literature Reading List
William Bradford, from Of Plymouth Plantation [The Starving Time]; 

Anne Bradstreet: “Before the Birth of One of her Children” and “The Author to Her Book” or “To My Dear and Loving Husband”;
Benjamin Franklin: “Preface to Poor Richard Improved” (1758) [“The Way to Wealth”];
Washington Irving: “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” or “Rip Van Winkle”;
Edgar Allan Poe: “The Philosophy of Composition,” “Annabel Lee,” “To Helen”; “The Fall of the House of Usher” or “The Purloined Letter”;

R. W. Emerson: “Self-Reliance or Henry David Thoreau: “Resistance to Civil Government”;

Nathaniel Hawthorne: “Young Goodman Brown,” “Rappaccini’s Daughter” and The Scarlet Letter;
Frederick Douglass: Narrative of the Life (Chs. 1, 2, 10, 11);

Herman Melville: “Bartleby, the Scrivener”;

Walt Whitman:  Chs. 1,2, 6, 52 of “Song of Myself,” “The Wound Dresser” and “To a Locomotive in Winter”;

Emily Dickinson: 5 poems from the following: 49, 67, 249, 280, 288, 254, 301, 328, 465, 511, 632, 1129;
Henry James: “The Turn of the Screw” or “Daisy Miller”;

Mark Twain: “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”;

Carl Sandburg: “Chicago”;

T.S. Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and “Tradition and the Individual Talent”;

Ezra Pound: “The Rest” and “In a Station of the Metro”;

William C. Williams: “The Red Wheelbarrow” and “This is Just to Say”

Ernest Hemingway: “The Killers” and “Indian Camp”;

F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby;

Langston Hughes: “Mulatto” and “I, too”;
Eugene O’Neill: A Long Day’s Journey into Night;

John Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men;
William Faulkner: “A Rose for Emily”;

Eudora Welty: “A Worn Path” or “Petrified Man”;

Flannery O’Connor: “A Good Man is Hard to Find” or “Good Country People”;
Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman;

Charles Olson: “I, Maximus of Gloucester, to You” from the Maximus poems;

Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire;

Allen Ginsberg: “Supermarket in California” and “Kaddish 44”;

Sylvia Plath: “Daddy” and “Lady Lazarus”;

J. D. Salinger: “A Perfect Day for Bananafish”;

John Barth: “Lost in the Funhouse”;

Bernard Malamud: “The Magic Barrel”;

Raymond Carver: “What We Talk about When We Talk about Love” or “A Serious Talk”;
Toni Morrison: Song of Solomon or Jazz.

