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SUMMARY

After World War II the government of the recreated Czechoslovakia made the
German and Hungarian population responsible for the dismemberment of the country. Its
primary goal was to eliminate these two minority groups. The Czechoslovak—Hungarian
population exchange agreement and its execution was enforced by unprecedented deprivation
of rights and deportations.

From March, 1946 a Czechoslovak special committee resided in Hungary until the
closing of the population exchange. In Hungary a committee was appointed to oversee the
exchange. During the recruiting period before the exchange more than 6,000 people applied
for resettlement from Nyiregyhdza and its surroundings. Jozsef Andrdas Markus, a local
Methodist priest played an important role in convincing the community, besides their national
identity, many assumed moving from a matter of vital interest. People from Nyiregyhaza were
settled in Levice (Léva) and its surroundings.

The bilateral population exchange was preceded by the unilateral resettlement of the
so called ‘Eights’. The property-owner middle class households left the town in the spring of
1947, followed by the poor in 1948 together with those who could not move sooner for other
reasons. Altogether 4508 people were relocated. Nowhere in the abandoned Slovak region
were they able to settle as many Hungarians as many Slovaks left. Established by archival
documents, 1533 Hungarians from 38 different Slovak settlements were settled in
Nyiregyhdza between May, 1947 and autumn 1948. Nearly 200 people requested their
transfer to other regions.

Economic and social characteristics were significantly different between the
participating groups of the population exchange. Emigrants were Lutherans, Upper-
Hungarians were Roman Catholics and Calvinists. Almost exclusively farmers were settled in
the town, the basis of their allowance was their property left behind. It had to be certified by
appropriate documents. The dispersion of farms with their distance from the town, the low
quality of the received estates made them feel that they got into much worse economic and
cultural circumstances. Conflicts of the different groups, which accompany the whole process
of the population exchange, can be well examined from archival records.

Hungarians relocated from Slovakia to Nyiregyhaza, maintained their social sense of
belonging, on the other hand, the assimilation of the ethnic group of Tirpaks was ended after

the re-emigration of the ethnically most conscious members of the community.
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