Britain Today: An Introduction

BBLAN00300

Lecturer: Pintér Károly 

Time: Friday, December 2, 2016, 2.15–7.00 p.m. 

Friday, December 9 2016, 2.15–6.15 p.m.

Saturday, December 10 2016, 1.15 p.m.–5.15 p.m.
Place: Sophianum, Room 009
Availability: by email: pinter.karoly@btk.ppke.hu 
Homepage (containing a lot of helpful downloadable material): 
http://btk.ppke.hu/karunkrol/intezetek-tanszekek/angol-amerikai-intezet/oktatok/pinter-karoly/pinter-karoly/kurzusok-courses 
Purpose: To present a comprehensive survey of the contemporary social, political and cultural reality of Great Britain, to practice reading about such topics, and to teach the special expressions and vocabulary necessary for a fluent discourse on such topics.

Compulsory Textbook: K. Pintér: Introduction to Britain, 3rd revised edition, PPKE 2014, university e-textbook, available for downloading from the faculty homepage (students can access via their Shibboleth username and password) and my own homepage (see link above)
Recommended Readings: Books on British culture, especially the following: 

· Oxford Guide to British and American Culture, OUP, 1999: an excellent reference volume on both Britain and America, which contains definitions of cultural concepts, identifies various famous personalities, and offers brief and very clear descriptions of many of the exam topics. 

· James O'Driscoll: Britain: The Country and Its People, OUP, 1995; the best introductory book on the country. 

· Jancsó-Pintér-Suba-Surányi-Szántó: Cultural Relations, Akadémiai, 2010; a coursebook designed for upper-intermediate students, containing introductory texts and vocabulary exercises about the four largest English-speaking countries: Britain, the USA, Canada and Australia. It is less comprehensive than the textbook, but contains a lot of useful exercises to improve vocabulary and comprehension skills, and it can be useful during the spring semester as well, when the USA is going to be studied. 

Requirements and evaluation: See other side

Main topics of the course

1. Geography of the UK (countries, names, historical milestones, devolution, North v. South) 
Text recommended for Class 1: Ch.I

2. Geography of England (topographic features, major regions, London and area, major cities) 

Text recommended for Class 2: Ch.II
3. Scotland: regions, cities, traditions, distinctive institutions

Text for Class 3: Ch.III
4. Wales: regions, cities, traditions, distinctive features
Text for Class 4: Ch.IV
5. Northern Ireland: Catholics v. Protestants, origin of the conflict, distinctive features 
Text for Class 5: Ch. V 
6. System of government Part I: constitutional monarchy, Crown and Parliament, the House of Commons and the House of Lords 

Text for Class 6: Ch.VI
7. System of government Part II: the Cabinet, the elections, the major parties and their policies, and the civil service 

Text for Class 7: Ch.VII 
8. The legal system: precedent law, courts, judge, jury, barristers, solicitors and the police 

Text for Class 8: Ch.VIII
9. British society and lifestyles: social classes and their characteristics, cities and suburbs, non-European immigrants, multi-racial society, the welfare state
Text for Class 9: Ch.IX
10. Education Part I: general education, state and independent schools, higher education, universities, Oxbridge
Text for Class 10: Ch.X

11. Religions in Britain: the Church of England, other Christian and non-Christian churches, Catholic vs. Protestant

Text for Class 11: Ch.XI
Rules of attendance and examination:

1. Attendance at the lectures is not checked by the lecturer, but that does not mean that it is not highly recommended to attend the lectures since the examination is based partly on the coursebook, partly on the material of the lectures. 

2. The examination will be written, in the form of a test, consisting of an outline map exercise (the requirements for that see below), factual questions about the topics covered by the lectures, and a comprehension exercise, in which a short piece of original English text (usually a newspaper or magazine article excerpt) is provided and after reading it, students are required to answer a few questions about the text. It is highly recommended to practice comprehension exercises with the help of the workbook on the lecturer’s homepage!
compulsory geographical requirements about the UK for outline map exercise
Students should be able to identify the following regions within the UK:
Within England: South (and its subdivisions: Southeast, East Anglia, West country), Midlands and North country
Within Scotland: Lowlands and Highlands 
Wales and Northern Ireland
Students should be able to identify the following towns within the UK:
The four capitals of the four parts of the UK: London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast
Scottish towns: Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen and Inverness
English towns: Newcastle, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Bristol, Canterbury, Plymouth, Southampton, Norwich, Oxford, Cambridge, Brighton
Students should be able to identify the following rivers within the UK: 
the Thames and the Severn
Students should be able to identify the following seas, bays and estuaries along the coast of the UK:
North Sea, Irish Sea, English Channel, The Wash, Thames estuary, Severn estuary or Bristol Channel, Mersey estuary, Humber estuary, Firth of Forth, Firth of Clyde
Identification means being able to locate the given region, town or location marked by a number or a letter on an outline map. Students will NOT be asked to mark any of these places on an outline map themselves!
