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BMNAN01300A: Literatures in English

M.A. Seminar: Irish Critical Studies
Wednesday 14.15-15.45; 16.00-17.30

Budapest, Sophianum 115

Dr. Michael McAteer

Course Description:
Over the past forty years, the academic study of Irish literature, culture and history, has developed in different directions, generating major debates among scholars. A number of questions have emerged in this context: the influence of history on literature; the role of literature in the formation of national identity; the role of literature in challenging or in re-inforcing traditional values. This course begins by introducing students to the work of some of the most influential critics in the field of Irish Studies, examining their responses to these questions and the differences that emerge between them, both in terms of their interpretations and in terms of the methods through which they present these interpretations. In the process, students will gain new insights into the nature of scholarly activity at the most advanced levels, and how questions arise and are addressed by critics in the sphere of literary, cultural, and cultural historical studies. The course moves on to consider a range of literary texts by Irish authors, including mythology/folklore writing, poetry, fiction and drama. The objective is to test the ideas of Irish literary critics and cultural historians, as students read and evaluate these literary works for themselves.
Outcomes:

1. Students will acquire a new understanding of the field of Irish Studies

2. The ability of students to evaluate and assess different critical interpretations of literature, culture, and history, will be developed.
3. Students will acquire understanding of the varieties of critical interpretations of literary works, interpretations that draw upon different fields of inquiry, including literary aesthetics, cultural politics, and historiography.

4. Students will have the opportunity to study the works of some of the most important writers of the 20th century within this context. These include William Butler Yeats, Oscar Wilde, George Bernard Shaw, James Joyce, and Samuel Beckett.

Teaching Method:

Seminar One (14.15-15.45): Lecture. 
Seminar Two (16.00-17.30): Student Presentation followed by Seminar discussion
Seminar Timetable:

Wednesday, September 17 – Introduction: Debates in Irish Studies

Wednesday, September 24 – Nationality and Colonial identity in Irish Literature: Deane, Kiberd, Foster


Wednesday, October 1 – Celticism and Imagining Irish culture: W. B. Yeats; T.W. Rolleston
Wednesday, October 8 – The Postcolonial Debate in Irish Studies: Deane, Longley, Cleary 
Wednesday, October 15 – Historical Revisionism and Irish Literature: Interpreting W.B. Yeats
Wednesday, October 22 –NO CLASS

TERM BREAK
Wednesday, November 5 – Assessing Revisionism and Postcolonialism

Wednesday, November 12 – Interpretating Irish Mythology and Folklore: W.B. Yeats and Flann O’Brien

Wednesday, November 19 – Irish Literature and Representations of Class: George Bernard Shaw and Sean O’Casey

Wednesday, November 26 – Questions of Gender: Oscar Wilde, Eavan Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Sinéad Morrissey

Wednesday, December 3 – Ireland and Europe: James Joyce and Samuel Beckett 
Wednesday, December 10 – Review 
Seminar Assessment:

Student class presentations – 20%; Essay – 3,000 words (including bibliography) – 80%

Set Texts (copies of poems by Boland, McGuckian, Morrissey will be provided):
Beckett, Samuel, Waiting for Godot, second edition (London: Faber, 2000)

Boland, Eavan, Collected Poems (Manchester, Carcanet, 1995)
Joyce, James, Ulysses, Bodley Head edition (London: Penguin, 1992) 
McGuckian, Medbh, Selected Poems (Oldcastle, Ireland: The Gallery Press, 1997)

Morrissey, Sinéad, Between Here and There (Manchester: Carcanet, 2002)

O’Casey, Sean, The Plough and the Stars (any edition)

O’Brien, Flann, At-Swim-Two-Birds (1939) (London: Penguin, 2000)

Rolleston, T.W., Myths and Legends of the Celtic Race (London: Constable, 1911). Available on Project Gutenburg at: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/34081/34081-h/34081-h.html
Shaw, George Bernard, John Bull’s Other Island (any edition)

Yeats, W.B., Selected Poems (London: Penguin, 2000)
Yeats, W.B., Writings on Irish Folklore, Legend and Myth (London: Penguin, 1993)

Selected Critical Works (* = copy available in PPKE Piliscsaba Library):
Brown, Terence, Ireland: A Social and Cultural History 1922-2002 rev. Edn (Harper Perennial, 2010)*
· ISBN-10: 0007127561 

· ISBN-13: 978-0007127566 

Cleary, Joseph, Outrageous Fortune: Capital and Culture in Modern Ireland (Field Day Publications, 2007)*
· ISBN-10: 0946755353 

· ISBN-13: 978-0946755356 

Deane, Seamus, Celtic Revivals: Essays in Modern Irish Literature, 1880-1980 (Faber, 1987)

· ISBN-10: 0571135013 

· ISBN-13: 978-0571135011 
Eagleton, Terry, Heathcliff and the Great Hunger: Studies in Irish Culture (Verso, 1995)*
· ISBN-10: 1859840272 

· ISBN-13: 978-1859840276 

Ellmann, Ricard. James Joyce (Oxford Lives) (Oxford Paperbacks, 1984)*

· ISBN-10: 0195033817 

· ISBN-13: 978-0195033816 

English, Richard, Irish Freedom: The History of Irish Nationalism (Pan, 2007)*

· ISBN-10: 0330427598 

· ISBN-13: 978-0330427593 
Ferriter, Diarmuid, The Transformation Of Ireland 1900-2000 (Profile, 2005)*

· ISBN-10: 1861974434 

· ISBN-13: 978-1861974433 

Foster, R.F. The Irish Story: Telling Tales and Making it Up in Ireland (Penguin, 2002)*
· ISBN-10: 0140296859 

· ISBN-13: 978-0140296853

Grene, Nicholas, The Politics of Irish Drama: Plays in Context from Boucicault to Friel (Cambridge University Press, 2000)*

· ISBN-10: 0521665361 

· ISBN-13: 978-0521665360 
Johnson, Nuala, Ireland, the Great War and the Geography of Remembrance (Cambridge University Press, 2003)*
· ISBN-10: 0521826160 

· ISBN-13: 978-0521826167 
Kiberd, Declan, Inventing Ireland: The Literature of a Modern Nation: Literature of the Modern Nation (Vintage, 1996)*
· ISBN-10: 009958221X 

· ISBN-13: 978-0099582212 

Kiberd, Declan, Ulysses and Us: The Art of Everyday Living (Faber, 2010)*

· ISBN-10: 0571242553 

· ISBN-13: 978-0571242559 

Longley, Edna, The Living Stream: Literature and Revisionism in Ireland (Bloodaxe, 1994)*

· ISBN-10: 1852242175 

· ISBN-13: 978-1852242176 
Lyons, F.S.L., Ireland Since the Famine (Fontana, 1985)

· ISBN-10: 0006860052 

· ISBN-13: 978-0006860051 

Morin, Emilie, Samuel Beckett and the Problem of Irishness (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)*
· ISBN-10: 0230219861 

· ISBN-13: 978-0230219861 

Nolan, Emer, James Joyce and Nationalism (Routledge, 1994)*
· ISBN-10: 0415103436 

· ISBN-13: 978-0415103435 

Pine, Emilie, The Politics of Irish Memory: Performing Remembrance in Contemporary Irish Culture (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010)*
· ISBN-10: 0230247415 

· ISBN-13: 978-0230247413 

Smyth, Gerry, Space and the Irish Cultural Imagination (Palgrave Macmillan, 2001)*
· ISBN-10: 0333794079 

· ISBN-13: 978-0333794074 
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