RESEARCH

STUDENT LIFE

The department’s research activities are primarily focused
around the professors’ research interests, but interdisciplinary approaches are accorded high priority, as without
such approaches the complexity of the modern world
cannot be understood.

Student Excellence Grant: Supporting and

motivating our students has always been considered very
important at our Department, and therefore a special
departmental grant is awarded to two students each
year to reward exceptional performance and academic
achievement.

The Department’s main areas of research are:
Economics: Global economic problems, international
economic institutions and finance, the economic role of
trust, EU economics, EU in the world economy

Regional studies: analysing the political, historical,
cultural and economic aspects of various regions, primarily
Russia and post-Soviet territories, Central-Europe, the
Islamic world and India
Global issues: international war and peace, human

rights, international law

To promote research projects, the Department of
International Studies participates in various international
networks and applies for numerous research grants. Our
University is a member of the International Research
Universities Network (IRUN) together with the Radboud
University of Nijmegen, the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Universität Duisburg-Essen, the University

of Glasgow, the Jagiellonian University Krakow, Università
degli Studi di Siena, Universitat de Barcelona, Université
de Poitiers, and Univerza v Ljubjani. Many of our talented
students take part in the excellence program organized by
the IRUN consortium.
The Department is an institutional member of the
International Political Science Association (IPSA) and is set
to become a member of the European Network of Cultural
Administration Training Centres.
The Department has been awarded a Social Renewal
Operational Programme grant, co-financed by the Hungarian government and the EU for research development.
This grant will provide a framework for organizing several
international workshops and conferences, the publishing
of books and the funding of international fellowships in
2012–13.

IQ: IQ (International Questions) is an online student
journal of the Department, published both in Hungarian and English, which provides a publication forum for
talented students majoring in International Studies. For
quality assurance purposes, the editor of the journal is one
of our professors, who has been the editor of the social
sciences journal of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences for
several decades.
Visiting scholars: The Department is an active social

and academic hub. Foreign diplomats, ambassadors,
experts and university professors regularly give lectures on
various fields of international interest.
“Intensive, interesting and
tough: just some words
which attempt to describe
these programs. As part of
my studies I visited Austria,
Belgium, France, Kuwait, and
Poland, and now I am an exchange student in the Netherlands. The
bachelor and master programs at the
Department of International Studies are
not only for learning − they are also truly
life-changing experiences. They give a
rich understanding of life in
a quality academic environment.”

“The most beneficial resources have been the different
research and educational
scholarships provided by the
Department, which gave me
the opportunity to complete
an internship and do research
at the European Institute for Asian Studies
in Brussels. Additionally, the open-mindedness of the curriculum and the professors helped me discover – among other
things – Islamic and Indian culture, while
providing an interdisciplinary education
and a comprehensive framework for me
to understand the complexity of the modern world.”

Erasmus mobility: Our Department maintains

Erasmus partnerships with many European universities,
and thus continually provides lively student exchange
opportunities.

Modern East Asia Research Group : The Modern East Asia Research Group is the only institutional unit
currently in Hungary, which focuses on the security policy
and other political, economic and social issues of East and
Southeast Asia. With its regular events and publications,
the aim of the Chinese Department and the Research Group
is to give a better picture about the world’s most populous
and fastest-growing region and create a forum where
those interested in Asia can exchange their views and
where scientific results can be shared.
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BA IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Social Sciences Module: This module comprises

the following introductory courses on which further
components of the program are built: Sociology, Political
Philosophy, Statistical Analysis, History of the 20th Century,
Economics, Constitutional Law, Public Communication, and
Social Psychology.

Language Skills: Development of language

competences forms an integral part of the entire program.
Students may learn the following five languages, from
which the selection of two is compulsory: English, German,
French, Italian, and Chinese. In addition to general language
training, foreign language discourse for academic and
professional purposes is taught covering the fields of Law,
Economics, International Relations and Diplomacy.

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

PAZMANY PETER CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
The Department of International Studies was established at the Faculty in 2006, and it has been operating ever since.
Currently, International Studies is one of the most popular programs at the University. The aim of this program is to educate
experts in international relations and foreign policy analysis who master and understand international relations, have a
thorough knowledge of global issues, and are able to analyse them using an interdisciplinary approach.

International Relations Module: This module
includes the following courses which serve to help students
understand the dynamics of global politics: Public International Law, History of Diplomacy, Security and Peace Studies,
Theories of International Relations, International Finance,
Comparative Law, and International Protocol.

Regional Studies Module: Providing a detailed

introduction to the various global regions and civilizations,
this module consists of the following courses: Islamic World,
Latin-America, China, Great Britain, Germany and the
Scandinavian Societies, Mediterranean Countries.

European Integration Module: This module
is made up of the following courses: History of European
Integration, EU Law, EU Policies, and EU Economics.

Optional Courses Module: Students are offered a
large variety of selective courses. The following courses
in particular enjoy great popularity: US Foreign Policy,
Russia after 1991, Central Europe, Iran, and Foreign Affairs
Journalism.

MA IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

STAFF

The MA program, based on a BA degree in International
Studies, is open to students holding BA degrees in other
fields of the social sciences (e.g. sociology, history).
Therefore, the MA curriculum consists of courses which
serve to broaden the students’ knowledge from their prior
BA studies both horizontally and vertically.

European Agricultural Politics, EU Foreign Policy, EU in the
World Economy

JANY, Janos PhD, PhD: legal scholar, scholar of Iran, his field of research focuses on Islamic civilization, Islamic
law, the history and culture of Iran, and comparative law. Founder and chair of the Department of International
Studies.

Regional studies: The Islamic World, India, Central
Asia, US Foreign Policy, Post-Soviet Studies, The Balkans,
Central Europe, Modern China

BOTOS, Máté PhD: historian; his research interests are French foreign policy, the ideas of Europe and political
Catholicism. . He is the head of the Departmnet of Political Science.

International Relations Module: The following

Cultural diplomacy: Cultural History, Global
Governance, Foreign Affairs Journalism, Institutions of
Cultural Diplomacy, International Protocol and Etiquette,
Project Management

courses in this module teach the dynamics of the global
system: International Law, Theories of International Relations, International War and Peace, Terrorism, Comparative
Constitutional Law, International Economics, International Economic Institutions, Diplomatic Law, Sustainable
Development, Globalization

Civilization Module: Theories of Civilization, World
Religions, Cultural Diplomacy, Human Rights, Cultural
Studies, Modern History, Intercultural Communication,
Negotiation Skills

Specializations Module (optional): students
are to complete one specialization module, although
they are offered the possibility of completing 2 parallel
specializations
European integration: The Ideas of Europe, European Party System, EU Organisations, European Economics,

Dual Degree master programs with our
foreign partner universities: Pázmány Péter

Catholic University established a Dual Degree master
program in International Relations with the Lisbon-based
Portugal Catholic University and the French Institut
Catholique d’Etudes Supérieures. The programme duration
is two years, students spend two semesters at PPCU and
two semesters at one of the foreign partner universities.
Following the successful completion of the program,
students recieve two MA degrees. Get to know more
about these programs on the webpage of the Institute of
International Studies and Political Science! https://btk.ppke.
hu/en/information-on-studies/departments/institute-ofinternational-studies-and-political-science

COURSES FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Some courses are offered in English, including English for Economics, English for Law, English for International Relations,
Post-Soviet Studies, Russia after 1991, The Constitutional System and Society of the UK, Economic Policies in the EU, Global
Governance, International Economics, The EU in the World Economy, International Economic Institutions, Security, War and Peace Studies.
Any of the MA courses can be held in English at the request of international students.

BORZA Natália: She teaches English literature, language and culture. She is an English for specific purposes

(ESP) specialist and researcher of discourse analysis and philosophy.

Feledy, Botond: Jurist, journalist, and full-time lecturer of the Institute of International Studies and Political Science.
His courses include: Foreign Policy Journalism, Global Governance, and other methodological courses. He is the founder
of Kitekintő foreign policy news portal. He is currently the rector of St. Ignatius Jesuit College.
Gángó, Gábor: Given full professorship in 2012, he is a senior research fellow at the Institute of Philosophy
(Hungarian Academy of Sciences). His research fields encompass political theory, history of international relations,
history of political ideas in Hungary and East-Central Europe, and 17th-20th century history of philosophy.
GYŐRFFY, Dóra PhD: A Harvard-educated expert of international relations and international political economy.
Her research covers the economic aspects of international relations, European monetary integration, and the role
of institutional trust in financial stability.
KÓRIS, Rita: PhD candidate, economist, English language trainer specializing in teaching English for professional
and academic purposes.

KÖRNYEI, Ágnes PhD: expert in international relations, her main fields of research include the theory of
international relations, human rights and cultural diplomacy.

PERESZLÉNYI, Zoltán: expert in oriental and Arabic countries, Ambassador, former Deputy State Secretary
for Foreign Affairs, a university lecturer with professional experience of diplomatic practices in foreign policy
analysis and international crisis resolution.
RÁCZ, András PhD: historian, political scientist; Russia and the Post-Soviet region, Central Europe and security
policy are among his research interests.

SALÁT Gergely (PPKE): Sinologist, Associate Professor, head of the Chinese Department, director of the Modern East
Asia Research Group. He graduated from ELTE in 2001, received his doctorate in 2006, habilitated in 2012. His research
area includes: China’s legal and institutional history and contemporary Chinese politics and society.

SZIGETVÁRI, Tamás PhD: economist, his research includes European economics and Mediterranean relations of the EU.
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