
	Course Title: Introduction to the USA
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: seminar, and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): practical grade

	Suggested semester: 2

	Prerequisites (if any): --

	Course description: 

	The purpose of the course is to present a comprehensive survey of the contemporary social, political, and cultural reality of the USA, to practice reading and writing about such topics, and to teach the special expressions and vocabulary necessary for a fluent discourse on such topics. An important aspect of the course is the comparative approach between Hungary and the USA, so that students can constrast their own experiences with the American social-cultural practices. The course is not primarily historical in orientation, but it serves as a preparatory course for the lecture surveying the history of the USA. 

Main topics of the course: fundamental physical and social geography, main regions and population; racial and ethnic characteristics and their social-cultural significance; fundamental principles and values; government, electoral system, political parties; justice and legal system; social structure and social changes; lifestyle, customs, entertainment, sports; general and higher education; religious traditions and the role of religion in society; mass communication; international relations, the global role of the USA.

	Required and recommended reading:

	Kötelező irodalom:

Fodor Júlia–Pintér Károly, Land Rover. A Survey Course on the British Isles and the USA, Budapest, HEFOP Bölcsész Konzorcium, 2006. (elektronikus tananyag) ISBN: 963-9704-42-3

Ajánlott irodalom:

Jancsó–Pintér–Suba–Surányi–Szántó, Cultural Relations, Budapest, Akadémiai, 2010. ISBN: 963-05-7722-4

Tiersky–Tiersky, The U.S.A. Customs and Institutions, White Plains NY, Pearson-Longman, 2001. ISBN: 0-13-026360-5

Datesman–Crandall –Kearny, The American Ways, White Plains NY, Pearson-Longman, 1997. ISBN: 0-13-342015-9

Crowther, Jonathan (szerk.), Oxford Guide of British and American Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1999. ISBN: 0-19-431332-8

	Lecturer responsible for course: Károly Pintér, associate professor, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Tamás Karáth, senior lecturer, PhD; Gabriella Reuss, senior lecturer, PhD; László Munteán, assistant lecturer, PhD


