	Course Title: The History of American Literature
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: lecture, 2/30 hrs per week/semester

	Method of assessment: exam

	Suggested semester: 6 

	Prerequisites: Complex language exam 

	Course description: 

	The purpose of the lecture course is to acquaint students with the most important periods and literary trends in American literary history. Although the lectures provide a chronological overview, the relationship between different periods, the re-emergence of certain themes which form the pillars of American culture and literary tradition, are also emphasized. The survey course aims to acquaint students with the poetry, drama and fiction of the United States. It does not attempt to provide an exhaustive, scholarly approach in presenting the literature of different periods, but wishes to highlight the most important literary works and the basic terminology which are necessary for further literary studies in the more scholarly MA programme. 

The lectures present the following areas: the history of American literature from the beginnings until the twenty-first century, the characteristics of the different literary genres in the different literary periods; the classic writers of the nineteenth century (Hawthorne, Poe, Melville, Mark Twain, Walt Whitman); the major representatives of twentieth-century Modernism (Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Faulkner, etc.), the great dramatists of the twentieth century (O’Neill, T. Williams, A. Miller, T. Wilder, Albee), and the multicultural aspects of American literature after the Second World War. 

	Required and recommended reading:

	Compulsory textbooks:

BOLLOBÁS, Enikő. Az amerikai irodalom története. Budapest: Osiris, 2005. ISBN: 9633897718

GRAY, Richard. A Brief History of American Literature. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. ISBN: 978-1-4051-9230-9  
Recommended: 

BRADBURY, Malcolm and Richard Ruland. From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature. London: Routledge, 1991. ISBN:0-415-01341-0

	Lecturer responsible for course: Márta Pellérdi, senior lecturer, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Ildikó Limpár, senior lecturer, PhD


