
	Course Title: Survey literary seminar: American literature
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: seminar, and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): practical grade

	Suggested semester: 6

	Prerequisites (if any): Complex language exam

	Course description: 

	The main purpose of the course is to provide a survey of American literary history through the study of specific literary works and to motivate students towards articulating their own views concerning these works in speech and writing. The course focuses on expanding the knowledge of students concerning the lecture material through the study of poetry, drama and fiction by discussing and analyzing the works of several well-known writers; and developing students’ oral and writing skills through the appropriate and ethical use of literary critical sources.  The course strives not only to supplement the material of the lectures, but to provide a selection of the most important literary works from different literary periods which can be analyzed and discussed in class. The in-depth textual analyses of the literary works motivate students to read attentively. By comparing and analyzing the specific literary texts assigned for the course students can also note the emergence of typically―at times even contradictory― American themes (e.g. individualism, conformity, mobility, etc.) which appear in different periods, social groups, literary genres and styles. The marks received for participation in class work, five-minute presentations, and the writing of one seminar paper, contribute to the final course mark. 



	Required and recommended reading:

	Compulsory: 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. Edited by Brian Harding and Cindy Weinstein. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-19-953780-8.
Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. Edited by Ruth Prigozy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. ISBN: 978-019-953640-5.

Hemingway, Ernest. The Complete Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway. The Finca Vigia Edition. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1991. ISBN: 0684843323.

Recommended:

Heller, Joseph. Catch 22. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996. ISBN-13: 978-0684833392. 
Kesey, Ken. One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. London: Penguin Classics, 2002. ISBN:0141181222 .

Heritage of American Literature. Edited by James E. Miller, Jr. 2 vols. Chicago: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991. ISBN-10: 015535700x  ISBN-13:978-0155357006.


	Lecturer responsible for course: Márta Pellérdi, associate professor, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Veronika Schandl, associate professor, PhD; Ildikó Limpár senior lecturer, PhD; László Munteán, assistant lecturer, PhD


