
	Course Title: English dialects: an introduction
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: lecture, and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): exam

	Suggested semester: 4

	Prerequisites (if any): Complex language exam

	Course description: 

	The course introduces regional variation in English. First it provides a brief overview of dimensions along which linguistic variation in general is found (geographical, social, stylistic), and sketches out the way language history and the emergence of synchronic dialects are related. The main part of the course discusses the major regional varieties (i.e., the dialects) of English, scrutinizing the most salient properties of both standard and non-standard forms, focussing on pronunciation features. The course then offers a detailed discussion of the two standard varieties (British and American), contrasting them in pronunciation, grammar, spelling and vocabulary. Throughout the survey emphasis is laid on helping students recognize and distinguish the various dialects as well as comprehend non-standard English, therefore a wide variety of written materials, sound recordings, video clips and film/movie scenes are used as illustration.

	Required and recommended reading:

	Required literature:

Balogné Bérces, Katalin, Beginner's English Dialectology, Budapest, Ad Librum, 2008. ISBN: 9789639888449.

Recommended literature:

Dennis Freeborn, Varieties of English: An introduction to the study of language (Studies in English language), 2nd ed, Basingstoke, Macmillan, 1993. ISBN: 0333379977.

Arthur Hughes – Peter Trudgill, English Accents and Dialects: An Introduction to Social and Regional Varieties of English in the British Isles, London, Hodder Arnold, 1996. ISBN: 0713165081.

Peter Trudgill – Jean Hannah, International English: A Guide to Varieties of Standard English, 3rd ed, London, Hodder Arnold, 1994. ISBN: 0713164417.

Laurie Bauer, An Introduction to International Varieties of English, Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press, 2003. ISBN: 0748613382.

John C. Wells, Accents of English, vols. 1-3, Cambridge, CUP, 1982. ISBN: 0521297192; 0521285402; 0521285410.

	Lecturer responsible for course: Katalin Balogné Bérces, senior lecturer, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: László Kristó, senior lecturer, PhD


