
	Course Title: Introduction to British History
	Credits: 2

	Type of course (lecture/seminar): lecture and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): exam

	Suggested semester: 3

	Prerequisites (if any): --

	Course description: 

	The aim of the course is to introduce students into the history of the cradle and the “workshop” of Anglo-Saxon civilization. Nevertheless, the lectures do not only survey the political development of Great Britain, its constituents (England, Wales and Scotland) and the historically inseparable Ireland, but they also highlight the coexistence and the changing relations between the communities, peoples and nations of a marked cultural identity, living on the British Isles (as e.g. the Celts, Romans, Britons, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Normans, the Welsh, the Scots, the Irish, and the Commonwealth immigrants to modern Britain). The course acquaints students with the major turning points, the most important events and personalities of British history. At the same time, besides the traditional fields of history (political and social history, the history of the elite and of government), other approaches that have received scholarly appreciation in Anglo-Saxon historiography will also be represented. The lectures on British history imply students’ awareness with the basics of British civilization, and provide a historical dimension to those issues. The course is designed to give students an overarching historical tableau to their literary, linguistic and cultural studies as well as to uncover the major changes and processes shaping the present-day image of the United Kingdom. Given the abundance of material and the limited time frame, the course cannot have a claim to be all-encompassing; therefore, the conventional chronological method of presenting history will occasionally be replaced by thematic approaches. The required readings should invest students with the elementary terminology of history and with the skills of critically analyzing primary source texts, as students have to read and carefully prepare a scholarly work and a source text for the exam.

Assessment of the course: written exam, which includes the following tasks: fact questions on the most important personalities, events and concepts of British history; essay questions pertaining to the chosen scholarly work and the source text.

	Required and recommended reading:

	Required readings:

McDowall, David. An Illustrated History of Britain. Longman, 1989. ISBN: 978-058-2749-14-6
Morgan, Kenneth O., ed. The Oxford History of Britain. 2nd revised edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. ISBN: 978-019-2801-35-7
Haigh, Christopher, ed. The Cambridge Historical Encyclopedia of Great Britain and Ireland. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990. ISBN: 978-052-1395-52-6

One primary source text chosen from a list of sources and one volume from the Oxford University Press “Very Short Introduction (to British history)” series

Recommended readings:

Black, Jeremy. A History of the British Isles. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 1996. ISBN: 978-031-2160-63-0
Kearney, Hugh. The British Isles: A History of Four Nations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995, ISBN: 978-052-1484-88-6

	Lecturer responsible for course: Karáth Tamás lecturer, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Pintér Károly, associate professor, PhD


