
	Course Title: Introduction to the history of the USA
	Credits: 2

	Type of course (lecture/seminar): lecture and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): exam

	Suggested semester: 4

	Prerequisites (if any): --

	Course description: 

	The aim of the course is to introduce students to the history of the largest and most influential English-speaking country The course acquaints students with the major turning points, the most important events and personalities of American history. The course is designed to give students an overarching historical tableau to their literary, linguistic and cultural studies as well as to uncover the major changes and processes shaping the present-day image of the United States of America. Given the abundance of material and the limited time frame, the course cannot have a claim to be all-encompassing; therefore, the conventional chronological method of presenting history will occasionally be replaced by thematic approaches. The required readings should invest students with the elementary terminology of history and with the skills of critically analyzing primary source texts, as students have to read and carefully prepare a scholarly work and a source text for the exam.

Assessment of the course: written exam, which includes the following tasks: fact questions on the most important personalities, events and concepts of American history; essay questions pertaining to the chosen scholarly work and the source text.

	Required and recommended reading:

	Compulsory literature:

Jenkins, Philip. A History of the United States. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007. ISBN: 978-0230-50678-7

Recommended literature:

Magyarics, Tamás–Frank, Tibor. Handouts for U.S. History. Budapest: Panem-McGraw-Hill, 1995. ISBN: 963-545-076-1

Sellers–May–McMillen. Az Egyesült Államok története. Budapest: Maecenas-Talentum 1999. ISBN: 963-203-012-5

Magyarics, Tamás. Az Amerikai Egyesült Államok története (1914–1991). Budapest, Kossuth, 2008. ISBN: 978-963-09-5860-8

	Lecturer responsible for course: Pintér Károly, associate professor, PhD 

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Karáth Tamás, senior lecturer, PhD


