
	Course Title: Close reading seminar 2
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: seminar, and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): practical grade

	Suggested semester: 4

	Prerequisites (if any): Complex language exam

	Course description: 

	The objective of this seminar is to help students understand and put into practice the method of interpreting a text that is often labelled as close reading or local reading. During the term a chosen text is read together, and the participants measure the words with coffee spoons so as to explore the fields of meaning and connotations. This local reading thus enables students to understand that signification lies in text and context. Assessment is based on the students’ in-class activity, a short oral presentation and a 3-5-page-long essay.
An example: reading Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities. During the 13 seminars the class explores the many-sidedness and complexity of the tiger metaphor in the novel. The tiger metaphor appears in four scenes, and reading these four occasions together a separate story enfolds in front of the reader in this prophetic, experimental, well-structured work. As there is ample time during the term, the individual instances can be compared and contrasted with the other instances, can be seen in the light of history (French Revolution), cultural history (British reception of the French Revolution, Carlyle), religion (pseudo-liturgy in the first scene), philosophical tradition (Burke).

	Required and recommended reading:

	Charles Dickens (1999), A Tale of Two Cities, ed., intr. Andrew Sanders, Oxford–New York, Oxford University Press.

Thomas Bewick (1792), A General History of Quadrupeds, 3. ed., Newcastle upon Tyne, S. Hodgson, R. Beilby, T. Bewick.
Edmund Burke (1992), A Letter to a Noble Lord, in Further Reflections on the Revolution in France, ed. Daniel E. Ritchie, Indianapolis, Liberty Fund.

Thomas Carlyle (2005), The French Revolution, Cirencester, The Echo Library.

A Companion to Charles Dickens, (2008) ed. David Paroissien, Malden, MA–Oxford, Blackwell Publishing.

	Lecturer responsible for course: Zsolt Almási, associate professor, PhD

	Lecturers participating in teaching: Péter Benedek Tóta, associate professor, CSc; Veronika Schandl, associate professor, PhD; Gabriella Reuss, senior lecturer, PhD; Kinga Földváry, senior lecturer, PhD; Károly Pintér, associate professor, PhD; János Barcsák, senior lecturer, PhD; Márta Pellérdi, associate professor, PhD; Ildikó Limpár, senior lecturer, PhD; László Munteán, assistant lecturer, PhD


