
	Course Title: Visual culture
	Credits: 3

	Type of course: seminar and hours per week/semester: 2/30

	Method of assessment (exam/practical grade): practical grade

	Suggested semester: 3

	Prerequisites (if any): Complex language exam

	Course description: 

	Visual Culture is a field of study that emerged as a discipline in its own right during the mid-1990s, in the wake of the so-called "pictorial turn," i.e. a new hegemony of images in our everyday life. It focuses on the social construction of the visual field and offers an interdisciplinary approach to studying the role of visuality in diverse cultural contexts. Using the theoretical background laid down by the foremost authorities of the discipline, this course explores British and American culture through multiple facets of art, including painting, photography, film, and architecture. The objective of the course is to equip students with the skills of interpreting these visual phenomena as "texts" that shed light on various aspects of the culture that produces them. 



	Required and recommended reading:

	W.J.T. Mitchell: Picture Theory. Chicago: The U of Chicago P, 1994. ISBN: 0-226-53232-1 

Marita Sturken and Lisa Cartwright: Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2003. ISBN: 0-19-874271-1

Nicholas Mirzoeff: An Introduction to Visual Culture. London: Routledge, 2001. ISBN: 0-415-15876-1 

W.J.T. Mitchell (ed.): The Language of Images. Chicago: The U of Chicago P, 1980. ISBN: 0-226-53215-1 

Andreas Huyssen: Present Pasts: Urban Palimpsests and the Politics of Memory. Stanford: Stanford UP, 2003. ISBN: 0-8047-4560-9

	Lecturer responsible for course: László Munteán, senior lecturer, PhD 

	Lecturers participating in teaching: 


