RELIGION IN CHINA

FROM 1949 TO PRESENT DAY




Religions recognised by the CCP

>
>
>
>
>
>

Buddhism,

Taoism,

Islam

Catholicism (enforcing a separation from the RCC)
Protestantism

An increasing institutional recognifion of Confucianism and
Chinese folk religion.




Article No. 36 of the Chinese

Constituton (passed: 1982)

Citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy
freedom of religious belief. No state organ,
public organization or individual may compel
citizens to believe in, or not to believe in, any
religion; nor may they discriminate against
citizens who believe in, or do not believe in, any
religion. The state protects normal religious
activities. No one may make use of religion to
engage in activities that disrupt public order,
impair the health of citizens or interfere with the
educational system of the state. Religious
bodies and religious affairs are not subject to
any foreign domination.
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State Administration for Religious

Affairs B K2 #H 555 (SARA)

is a functioning department under the State Council which oversees religious affairs and issues
It is closely connected with the United Front Work Department, and is charged with
overseeing the operations of China's five officially sanctioned religious organizations:

- the Buddhist Association of China 1 E f##{h&

- Chinese Taoist Association H [EE#Hr&

« Islamic Association of China H E{# i 2 #ih <

- Three-Self Patriotic Movement =5 EZEHiZE3)

 Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association FERTZHEZEHE



State Administration for Religious

Affairs B K2 #H 555 (SARA)

control over religious appointments, the selection of clergy,
and the interpretation of religious doctrine

ensure that the registered religious organizations support
and carry out the policy priorities Ye Xiaowen /N3
directed the SARA from 1995 to 2009. During his tenure, he
issued the State Religious Affairs Bureau Order No. 5, which
furthered state control over reincarnations in Tibetan
Buddhism

attempted to suppress Chinese Catholicism loyal
to Rome (considered "colonial”)

After Ye was promoted current Director Wang Zuoan TAF
‘% not expected to effect changes in policy




Religious Spokesperson #

» 9 press spokespersons

» press conferences, exchanges of information,
giving interviews, writing news articles, on-line
exchanges, and other methods, are to be
available to the media and to the public
“authoritative” news as well as documents — also
in the event of “sudden large-scale incidents in
the religious realm*

» specially trained for this task by SARA

BARSEA




DOMINANT RELIGION BY COUNTY
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Chinese authorities
removed a cross from a
church after Christian

protestors ended a
month-long sit-in on the

%Yunnan s building’s roof in a bid
U e . to protect the cross.
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Religions in China Over Time

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE
S00

e CHINESE FOLK-RELIGIONISTS BUDDHISTS BN CHRISTIANS BN  MUSLIMS BN DAOISTS
400
300
200
100
—e -—o e

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015




Religious adults in selected provinces

(2012)
Shanghai | Liacning Henan Gansu Guangdong
Buddhism 10.4% 2.5% B.4% B.2% b.2%
Daoism 0.1% 0.0% 0.1% 1.0% 0.2%
Islam 0.0% 0.8% 1.3% 3.4% 0.0%
Protestantism 1.9% 2.1% 5.6% 0.4% 0.B%
Catholicism 0.7% 0.1% 0.5% 0.1% 0.2%
Mo religion B6.7% 91.3% B6.0% B7.0% 02.5%
Other 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Number of questionnaires 2362 2,939 3,874 3,873 2,869

Data: CFPS 2012. Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 13.




Degree of organisation in certain

religions by province , 2010

Data: CFPS 2012, Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 22.

Religious affiliation  Shanghai | Liaoning Henan | Gansu | Guangdong | MNationwide
Buddhism 1.2 4.3 5.7 22 2.2 2.97
Daolism 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 27 0.0 5.36
Islam 0.0 B.3 245 9.0 0.0 17.71
Protestantism 20.5 393 33.2 35.7 217 31.06
Catholicism 0.0 0.0 | 44.4 0.0 33.3 18.82
Mo religion 0.0 0.0 00 | 0.0 0.1 0.02
Other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 241




Participation in religious activities by frequency

Religious Frequency of participation in religious activities [%] Number of
affiliation Never | Oncea | Several | Oncea | 2-3 Oncea | Several | 9Y estionnaires
year timesa | month | timesa | week times a
year momnth week
Buddhism 402 210 238 31 10.3 0.1 15 1412
Daoism e0.7 116 179 0.0 89 0.9 0.0 112
Islam | 219 16.7 | 292 | 1.0 | 1.0 | 16.7 | 135 | 96
Protestantism 16.7 104 9.1 3.8 5.8 41.7 126 396
Catholicism 247 118 271 35 9.4 17.6 58 85
Other | 795 | 4.8 | 6.0 | 1.2 | 2.4 | 4.8 | 1.2 | 83 |
Data: CFPS 2012. Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 23.




Religion by age #, 2012

Religious affiliation Over 60 5060 40-50 3040 Under | All age levels
30
Buddhism 6.0 6.0 5.8 79 6.6 6.4
Daoism 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3
Islam - 0.4 | 0.8 - 0.5 | 0.8 | 0.3 | 0.5
Protestantism 2.6 2.0 1.9 11 | 12 1.7
Catholicism 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.1 0.3 0.4
Mo religion 896 90.2 90.3 891 21.0 90.1
Other 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.2 0.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
MNumber of questionnaires 3072 3,325 4142 2 646 2,783 16,868
Data: CFPS 2012. Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 17.




Religion by level of education

(%. 2012)
Religious llliterate | Elemen- | Junior Senior middle school / Technical All edu-
affiliation [ semi- tary middle | technical middle school | college [and | cational
literate school school [ vocational school higher] levels
Buddhism 6.6 6.0 6.9 6.6 5.1 6.4
Daoism 0.4 0.4 0.3 | 0.3 0.3 0.3
Islam 0.4 0.3 0.8 0.7 0.4 0.5
Protestantism | 2.4 2.0 - 15 ! 11 1.7 17
Catholicism 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.4
Mo religion B9 2 0.2 B9 .4 909 922 901
Other 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.2 0.0 0.5
Total 100.0 100.0 1000 | 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of 4,096 3,478 5,282 2,648 1,359 16,863
guestionnaires
Data: CFPS 2012. Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 18.




Self-assessment of social status according

to religious affiliation

Very low Rather Normal Rather Very high Total Number of

oy high gquestionnaires
Buddhism 16.6 22.2 46.5 101 4.7 100.0 1,082
Daoism 256 278 389 3.2 4.5 100.0 73
lslam 158 12.1 62.3 b.3 3.5 100.0 86
Protestantism 191 184 45.2 115 5.7 100.0 324
Catholicism 126 220 518 106 3.0 100.0 bl
Mo religion 145 21.3 48.8 10.6 4.4 100.0 14 968
Other 5.1 5.9 396 43.6 5.8 100.0 BY
Total 151 212 48.6 10.7 4.4 100.0 16,661

Data: CFPS 2012, Table taken from CFPS/SZW 2014, p. 21



Christianity in China (2011)

| Estimated Percentage of
number the population
Frotestant 58,040,000 4.3%
— Independent | 35,040,000 2.6%
— Other|*] 23,000,000 1.7%
—Anglican | < 1,000 <0.1%
Orthodox 20,000 | < 0.1%
Catholic | 9,000,000 0.7%
Other Christians < 10,000 <0.1%
Total number of Christians | 67,070,000 5.0%




Christianity in China

e 2014: 46.27 million Christians in China

* 4th largest Christian community in the world
(after Mexico, Philippines, DR Congo)

« Only 3.5% of population (!)

« Top ones are: Greece, Romania, Ecuador,
Armenia....
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Islam In China

2014: 23.31 million Muslims in China

18th largest Muslim community in the world
(Top: Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,

Egypt...)

Only 1.8% of population — less than certain EU
countries! -> UK, Spain, Denmark, Belgium,
Slovenia, Netherlands, Austria ...

Top ones are: Morocco, Afghanistan, Tunisiq,
Iran, Western Sahara....




Percentage of Muslim Population by Ethnicity in

China, 2010

Ethnic group  Population 2010 (persons) | Percentage of the total Muslim population (%)
Hui 10,586,000 45.74
LIyghur 10,069,000 4351
Kazakh 1,462 600 6.32
Dongxiang 621,500 2.69
Kirghiz 186,700 Less than 1
Galar 130,600 Less than 1
Tadzhik 51,100 Less than 1
Uzbek 10,600 Less than 1
Bao'an 20,000 Less than 1
Tatar 3,556 Less tham 1
Data: 2010 census. Table compiled according to Liu Xiaochun 2014, p. 71.




Buddhism in China

2014: 472 million Buddhists in China

1st largest Buddhist community (Top:
Thailand, South Koreaq, Sri Lanka...)

35% of population

« Top ones: Cambodia, Thailand, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, Laos
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