BBNAN13700 English-Language Cultures and Literatures
Women's Writing in Medieval English Literature, Spring 2020

BBNAN 13700: English-Language Cultures and Literatures
Women’s Writing in Medieval English Literature
Classes: Wed 12:30–14:00, Z 209
Lecturer: Karáth Tamás (tamas.karath@gmail.com)
Office Hours: Mon 15:45–16:15 and and Wed 11:50-12:30, Z 105
Welcome to this seminar which invites you to familiarize with female authors and voices in medieval English literature. The aim of the course will be to nuance our understanding of the Middle Ages, the role of women in shaping medieval English culture and to realize the importance of authority in textual creation. Medieval women’s writing will also show us cases of alternative authorities and the ways in which marginalized members of society find their ways to self-expression and self-empowerment.
Requirements

As the course is a seminar, the usual requirements apply to it:

· Do not miss more than three classes.

· Prepare for each class and read the assigned readings.

· Contribute actively with your ideas and insights to the class discussions.

Specific requirements only for this class:

· Volunteering for moderating the discussion of one chosen text, i.e. pointing out difficulties and bringing questions related to the reading
· Quizzes and home assignments (graded)
· Submission of a seminar paper related to the theme of the seminar (graded)
Deadlines

Seminar paper topic proposals must be submitted by the class of 25 March in print. Deadline of essays: 6 May.
Seminar paper
The formal requirements of the essays are the same as for the BA thesis; cf. BA thesis guidelines at:
https://btk.ppke.hu/uploads/articles/135506/file/BA%20thesis%20guide_Literary%20and%20cultural%20topics-2016.pdf
The topic proposal has to contain the following parts: the selected text, source of text (edition: printed or online), tentative bibliography (of at least three items), thesis of the paper (research question), and a one-paragraph description of the analysis.


Assessment

The final grade of the course will be the average of the two graded components of the course: (1) the seminar paper and (2) the quizzes and home assignments. Questions and in-class discussions can modify the average of the two grades. The course is not valid if you miss more than three classes OR if the average of your grades is below 2. Late submissions will not be accepted; missing assignments will be graded with the fail mark. Plagiarized papers will incur the failure of the course.

Course calendar (with readings)
If internet links are not provided, the readings are taken from Alexandra Barrat’s Women’s Writing in Middle English. 2nd ed. Harlow: Longman, 2010. (Barratt)

12 Feb – Introduction. Authority in medieval literature
19 Feb – Women’s writing in Middle English
Reading: Barratt, pp. 1–13
26 Feb – Female personae 
Readings: Barratt, pp. 13–17

“Corpus Christi Carol” http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/medlyric/corpuschristi.php 


“Coventry Carol” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coventry_Carol#References 

4 March – Female audiences
Reading: The Knowing of Woman’s Kind in Childing, “Translator’s Prologue” (Barratt)
11 March – Continental female mystics translated into English
Readings: Mechtild of Hackeborn and Bridget of Sweden’s visions of the birth of Christ (Barratt)
18 March – Female revelatory writing
Reading: “A Revelation of Purgatory: A Revelation Showed to a Holy Woman” (Barratt)
25 March – Female mysticism: Julian of Norwich
Reading: The Shewings of Julian of Norwich, Part I, Chapters 3–5
http://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/the-shewings-of-julian-of-norwich-part-1
1 April – Female mysticism: Margery Kempe
Reading: The Book of Margery Kempe (excerpts from Barratt)
8 April – Easter holidays
15 April – Easter holidays
22 April – Female nonconformism: Hawisia Moone (Barratt)
29 April – Female nonconformism: Margery Kempe

Reading: The Book of Margery Kempe, Book I, Chapter 52

https://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/staley-book-of-margery-kempe-book-i-part-ii
6 May – Females in male roles

Readings: Juliana Berners, The Book of Hunting (Barratt)

The letter of Margaret Paston to her husband John Paston I (19 May 1448)

https://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/stella/readings/Middle/PASTON.HTM 

13 May – Short lyrics by female poets: The Findern anthology (selected pieces)
Academic ethics and plagiarism

Academic research and its presentation are embedded in a large dialogue. In the process of thinking and arguing we are necessarily influenced by others: we borrow ideas from other writings and integrate them into our own. You can use others’ ideas or words in form of literal quotes or paraphrases, but you must indicate the source of quotes, paraphrased passages, and all sorts of information in all cases. The failure of keeping a correct record of borrowed material, either due to ignorance or to deliberate theft of ideas, is plagiarism. Papers showing evident signs of plagiarism will fail.

Enjoy the course![image: image1.png]
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