Medieval and Renaissance English Literature BBNAN010000

Course Syllabus and Reading List

Welcome to the lecture on medieval and Renaissance English literature!

In this lecture series we shall cover almost 1000 years of early English literature, from the first literary monuments of the 7th-8th century to the 17th century. The first six lectures will be devoted to early medieval (Old English) and medieval (Middle English) literature, featuring the longest extant Germanic heroic poem, Beowulf; breath-taking chivalric stories, such as Sir Gawain and the Green Knight; Geoffrey Chaucer, a 14th-century poet of unfailing humour and cunning manipulation; and wonderful pieces of lyrics and drama. The second part of the lecture series will invite you to look beyond the clichés surrounding the aces of Renaissance English literature: Thomas More, William Shakespeare, John Donne and John Milton.
This course syllabus informs you about the contents of each lecture. The titles that appear under the lecture headings are obligatory readings for the exam. These works will be highlighted in the lecture discussions. Please consult the separate document containing the exam description (“Exam info”), uploaded on the lecturers’ teaching profiles:
Almási Zsolt:

http://btk.ppke.hu/karunkrol/intezetek-tanszekek/angol-amerikai-intezet/oktatok/almasi-zsolt/almasi-zsolt/kurzusleirasok
Karáth Tamás:

http://btk.ppke.hu/karunkrol/intezetek-tanszekek/angol-amerikai-intezet/oktatok/karath-tamas
All supplementary materials, such as lecture outlines and ppts will also be provided on the above web pages.

Course contents

13 Sept. LECTURE 1: Overview of the Medieval English World, Old English Prose

The story of Cædmon and “Cædmon’s Hymn” from Bede’s Ecclesiastical History

King Alfred, “Preface” to the translation of Gregory’s Pastoral Care

Wulfstan, “Sermon to the English People”

20 Sept. LECTURE 2: Old English Heroic Poetry: Beowulf


Beowulf
27 Sept. LECTURE 3: Old and Middle English Religious Writing
Old English elegies: “The Seafarer,” “The Wanderer”

Old English religious poetry: “The Dream of the Rood”

Middle English lyrics: “Fowls in the Frith,” “The Cuckoo Song,” “Sunset on Calvary,” “I Sing of a Maiden,” “Corpus Christi Carol,” “Western Wind”
Mystical writing: The Book of Margery Kempe [excerpts as indicated in the exam info]; Julian of Norwich: The Book of Showings (or Revelations) [excerpts as indicated in the exam info]

04 Oct. LECTURE 4: The Romance
Sir Orfeo
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

11 Oct. LECTURE 5: Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales

“General Prologue” 

“The Miller’s Tale”

“The Pardoner’s Prologue, Tale and Epilogue”


“The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale”


“The Nun’s Priest’s Tale”


“The Franklin’s Tale”


“The Parson’s Prologue”

Chaucer’s Retractions

18 Oct. LECTURE 6: Medieval Drama and Theatre

“Crucifixion” from the York Mystery Plays

“The Second Shepherd’s Pageant” from the Wakefield Mystery Plays

Everyman
25 Oct. LECTURE 7: Introduction to the Literature of the 16th-17th Centuries

Thomas More: Utopia
08 Nov. LECTURE 8: The Sonnet

Petrarch: Canzionere, Sonnetto 190

Sir Thomas Wyatt: “Whoso List to Hunt”

Edmund Spenser: Amoretti Sonnet 75

William Shakespeare: Sonnet 130

John Milton: Sonnet 19 (“On his Blindness”)

15 Nov. LECTURE 9 Donne & The Metaphysical Poets
John Donne: Elegy 19. “To His Mistress Going to Bed”

John Donne: Holy Sonnets No. 14

Andrew Marwell: “To His Coy Mistress”

George Herbert: “The Elixir”
22 Nov. LECTURE 10: Narrative Poetry

John Milton: Paradise Lost, Book I

29 Nov. LECTURE 11: Theatre and Shakespeare’s History Plays

Richard III
06 Dec. LECTURE 12: Shakespeare’s Tragedies 

Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark or King Lear or Macbeth or Othello

13 Dec. LECTURE 13: Shakespeare’s Comedies (+ problem plays and romances)

Much Ado about Nothing, or As You Like It, or Measure for Measure, or The Tempest.

Assessment
Oral examination based on lecture notes and the readings. Besides the presentation of a topic, a text recognition exercise will test your mastery of primary sources. For further details, see the “Exam info” in a separate document.
Enjoy the course!
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