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BBNAN 13400: American Society and Culture
Migration: Past and Present
Welcome to this course!
Lecturer: Karáth Tamás (tamas.karath@gmail.com)

Classes: Fri 12.30-14.00, #230
Office hours: Fri 11.50-12.30, #040
The BA program in general invites you to encounters with modern American society at several points of your studies (US Civilization seminar, US History lecture and other courses related to modern cultural studies and literature). Rarely do these courses elaborate on a theme in its broader context. This course will engage with a narrower theme, which, however, implies the acquaintance with broader civilisation issues, such as US topography, ethnic minorities, education and the institutions of government. The focus of the course will be migration to and in the US with a dual focus on the history of migrations and the challenges of present-day migration. We shall survey the history of immigration waves, the composition of immigrants, immigration policies and the issue of integration.
Methods

The seminar will be based on the discussion of home readings and project work.

Requirements

Non-graded requirements:

· Class attendance (no more than 3 absences)

· Reading the assigned texts

Graded requirements:

· In-class quizzes related to the readings
· End-of-term test: The material of the test is based on the seminar readings
Assessment of the course

The course is not valid if you miss more than three classes. Please respect the deadlines. The final grade will be the weighted average of the graded tasks of the seminar, in which the quizzes count with 40% and the end-of-term test with 60%. Averages of .5 will be rounded according to your contributions to group discussions. 
Course calendar
16 Feb - Introducing the seminar and assigning the tasks

23 Feb – The current picture: The state of migration in present-day America
Readings: William H. Frey, “Where immigrant growth matters most”
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2017/05/02/where-immigrant-growth-matters-most/
2 March – Immigration in American History: A historical perspective
Reading: Pintér Károly, “A Brief History of Immigration into the US” in An Introduction to the Civilization of the United States of America (Land Rover)
https://btk.ppke.hu/uploads/articles/463213/file/05History%20of%20immigration%20into%20the%20US.pdf
9 March – Early white settlement of America: The Puritans

Readings: The Mayflower Compact

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/mayflower.asp
John Smith, A Description of New England, pp. 40-43

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=etas
Reasons for the Plantation in New England (c. 1628)

https://www.winthropsociety.com/doc_reasons.php
16 March – Holiday

23 March – Encounters between migrants and natives in North America


Readings provided on scanned copies
30 March – Easter holidays
6 April – Easter holidays
13 April – Coerced migration: Slavery in North America

Readings: Five acts concerning slavery at

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/slmenu.asp
Excerpts from slave narratives (TBA)
20 April – New Immigration and American identity
Reading: Samuel P. Huntington, Who Are We? The Challenges to America’s National Identity. Simon and Schuster, 2004, “The Assimilation Debate”
27 April – Immigration policies through history
Reading: D’Vera Cohn, “How U.S. immigration laws and rules have changed through history”

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/09/30/how-u-s-immigration-laws-and-rules-have-changed-through-history/ (including in-text links)

4 May – Internal migration patterns in present-day US

Reading: William H. Frey, “Census shows nonmetropolitan America is whiter, getting older, and losing population: Will it retain political clout?”

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2017/06/27/census-shows-nonmetropolitan-america-is-whiter-getting-older-and-losing-population/
11 May – Immigration and Trump

Reading: William H. Frey, “Recent foreign-born growth counters Trump’s immigration stereotypes”


https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2017/10/02/recent-foreign-born-growth-counters-trumps-immigration-stereotypes/
18 May – End-of-term test

Enjoy the course![image: image1.png]
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