Academic communication

Autumn 2019

BMNAN12300A: Academic Communication
Lecturers: Tamás Karáth PhD habil. (Module 1) and Zsolt Almási PhD (Module 2)
E-mail: tamas.karath@gmail.com, almasi.zsolt@btk.ppke.hu
Classes: Wed 10:15-11:45 am (Module 1) and Friday 8:30-10:00 (Module 2)

Venue: Z 223
Office hours: Mon and Wed 11:50–12:30 (Tamás Karáth)

The ultimate aim of the course is to map out the various genres and modes of academic communication. This ambitious aim is going to be broken down into two different modules. Module 1 will be a workshop where we shall explore and practice genres of academic communication and develop competences in academic language use. Module 2 will explore a type of discourse that aims to contribute to the vernacular understanding of English cultural achievements, by way of contributing to the knowledge base that people in the 21st century tend to turn to first, i.e. Wikipedia. The two modules will be taught at two different times with two different schedules.

Assessment
You will receive two separate grades for Modules 1 and 2, and the final grade of the course will be the average of the two. 
Objectives of Module 1
To learn and practice:
- how to build an argument,

- how to analyse arguments,

- how to understand multiple viewpoints,

- how to analyse biases from which every argument flows

- to become familiar with various modes of academic communication and to create at least two of them: blogposts, comments, reviews, articles
- to perceive cultural differences and challenges in academic communication
Tasks

(1) Submitting homework assigned for the October classes. The assignments will not be graded, but their submission will be a prerequisite for the completion of the course. If the assignment is not up to acceptable quality, it must be revised and re-submitted.

(2) Writing a critical book review for the review workshop class (6 Nov) and revise it for 20 Nov. The revised review will be graded.
(3) Writing a blog or a blurb of the same book that has been reviewed for the class of 13 November. This assignment will not be graded, but its submission will be a prerequisite for the completion of the course. If the assignment is not up to acceptable quality, it must be revised and re-submitted.
(4) The presentation of a former paper or research of yours. The material to be presented will be discussed in the class.
Assessment of Module 1
Non-graded parts of the assessment:
· regular attendance (no more than 3 absences)

· submitting homework

· respecting the deadlines of all submissions

Graded tasks and their weight in the average:

· revised review
50%

· presentation

50%

Course calendar

	Date
	Activity

	18 Sep
	Introduction: Discussion of course contents, requirements and assessment

Forms and genres of academic communication

	25 Sep
	Academic style: Formality

	2 Oct
	Academic style: Brevity and precision

	9 Oct
	The argument and argumentative fallacies

	16 Oct
	The review

	23 Oct
	Holiday

	30 Oct
	Autumn break

	6 Nov
	Academic review workshop

	13 Nov
	Maximal density: blogs and blurbs (workshop)

	20 Nov
	Academic presentations: contexts and characteristics

	27 Nov
	Academic presentation workshop

	4 Dec
	Presentations 1

	11 Dec
	Presentations 2


Suggested readings
Carter, Matt. Designing Science Presentations: A Visual Guide to Figures, Papers, Slides, Posters, and More. Elsevier, 2013.
Deane, Mary. Academic Research, Writing and Referencing. Pearson Longman, 2010.
Gillet, Andy, Angela Hammond, and Mary Martala. Successful Academic Writing. Pearson Longman, 2009.
Powell, Mark. Presenting in English. LTP, 1996.
Purdue Online Writing Lab. https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
Evaluation of the presentations

The general principles of the evaluation of presentations are summarized in the table below:

	Aspects of assessment
	Points

	I. Project
	25

	1.1 Presenting research question and outlining the problem, thesis and argument
	10

	1.2 Structure
	5

	1.3 Clarity of explanations and arguments
	4

	1.4 Relevance
	3

	1.5 Conclusions
	3

	II. Oral Delivery
	10

	2.1 Fluency, pace, pauses, emphases
	4

	2.2 Grammar and appropriacy
	4

	2.3 Audience involvement (contact)
	2

	III. PPT Design
	5

	3.1 Esthetic
	1

	3.2 Visibility of text
	1

	3.3 Balance of text and images
	1

	3.4 ppt text (spelling, grammar, style)
	2

	IV. PPT Structure and Use of Sources
	5

	4.1 Cover and contents pages
	2

	4.2 List of sources
	1

	4.3 Overall organization
	1

	4.4 Correct use of sources
	1

	V. Responding to Questions
	5

	total
	50
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