Essay Writing 1

HW: Introduction exercises

HW: Introductions
1. Edit the following introductory paragraph for precise language, formal style, a clear thesis and a good transition to the argument.
“Art is a thing we need. Governments should give money to art. Many people think governments should be spending money on housing, medical care, or defense, instead of art. In my essay I will tell you how this is a stupid idea.”

2. Write the introductory paragraph of ONE of the following (Proficiency) argumentative essay topics.
A) Plagiarism is a crime that should be seriously punished by universities

B) Children today are given too much freedom

3. Use the sentence below as the first sentence of an essay. Compose three different introductions with the same sentence to provide examples for


a) an introductory paragraph with a short narrative/anecdote (not fiction)


b) an introductory paragraph with an intriguing paradox


c) an introductory paragraph with an explanation of an odd term.

The starting sentence in each case is: “In the old days, most people assumed that parenting was one of those things human beings did naturally – like eating or sleeping.”
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