Topics and readings for the colloquy
1. Colonization and empire: Terms and the legacy of European colonization. What are the main (classical) approaches to the history of colonisation? What are their shortcomings? Why is the analysis of colonisation relevant in today’s world?

Definitions of colonialism and empire


Martin J. Wiener, “The Idea of "’Colonial Legacy’ and the Historiography of Empire
2. The antecedents of modern European colonisation; Patterns of early English and other European colonisation. What were the keys to English/British success?


Lecture: “The Roots and Patterns of European and British Colonization”

Lecture: “Medieval Colonialism on the British isles


The Statutes of Kilkenny


R.R. Davies, “Patterns of Domination”


John Gillingham, “The English Invasion of Ireland”

3. The History of the British Empire 1: The First British Empire, 1480s-1783

Lecture: “The Beginnings of an English Empire”


Excerpts from Puritan writings
4. Canada within the British Empire: Why was the War of 1812 crucial in Canada’s history? What were the implications from the British Empire’s viewpoint? Key motives for a Canadian confederacy

Lecture: “Canada: From Cartier to Westminster”

Perspectives on the War of 1812

Cartier Speech
5. Australia and New Zealand: Compare the post-European arrival history of Aborigines in Australia and the Maori in New Zealand. Discuss some of the issues facing modern Australia that originate from its colonial (pre-Singapore) past.

Lecture: “Australia and New Zealand”
Cook’s Journal, Arthur Phillip

Mark McKenna
6. The History of the British Empire 2: The 19th Century (India, Africa)


Lecture: “History of the British Empire, 1783-1918”


Tapan Raychaudhuri, “British Rule in India”


Gandhi’s speech

7. Decolonisation (Phases; The legacy of the Raj. What are/were the pros and cons of British rule in India? The Decline of the Empire)

Lecture: “Decolonization”


Tapan Raychaudhuri, “British Rule in India”

Martin J. Wiener, “The Idea of "’Colonial Legacy’ and the Historiography of Empire
8. Post-colonial Britain: Post-colonial crises and identities. Difference and racism.


Lecture: “The Impacts of Decolonization on British Society and Politics”


Enoch Powell, “Rivers of blood” speech


Margaret Thatcher, “Cheltenham speech”


Salman Rushdie, “The New Empire within Britain”
