Introduction to Hungarian Literature
BBNIN 00500
Spring, 2020
Oh for far-off monkeyland,

ripe monkeybread on baobabs,

and the wind strums out monkeytunes

from monkeywindow monkeybars.

Monkeyheroes rise and fight

In monkeyfield and monkeysquare,

And monkeysanatoriums

have monkeypatients crying there.

Sándor Weöres, Monkeyland (1955), 

translated by Edwin Morgan
Reuss Gabriella PhD, reuss.gabriella@btk.ppke.hu, 

Office hour: Tuesday, 12:30-13:30, Building Z, Office 110
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/reussgabriellaphd/home/bbnin-00500-introduction-to-hungarian-literature - register to get access to my materials

Class: Wednesday, 12:30-14:00, Building Z, Room 513
Attendance: as this is a seminar, classes are designed for reading and discussion – share your feelings and emotions prompted by HungLit readings (. You may skip three (3) classes for whatever reason. Should you skip more, you will fail the course.
Goal: this course is designed for foreign students from a variety of countries and with a variety of interests to become familiar with Hungarian literary culture – further than stereotypes.
Requirements (50 points during the semester): 

· active participation in class (10 pts) reading weekly assignments (prepare for each class – even if you were absent from the previous occasion) 
· 2 pieces of visual illustrations /posters to 2 Hungarian pieces of writing (short story or poem in English translation). Size A3, made with any/mixed materials and techniques (photo, water paint, patchwork, pastel or oil crayons, textile, plastic or paper, cut, glue & paste, etc.) Submission deadline: May 6rd, 2020. (2x10 pts)
· 1 review/introduction to/analyses of a piece of Hungarian writing (preferably different from the subjects of the posters) or Hungarian theatre performances (10 pts) Submission deadline: May 6th, 2020.
· Participation in making a 30-40-question Kahoot (10pts)
Course materials: available from my google site
Recommended secondary material: Lóránt Czigány, The Oxford History of Hungarian Literature: From the Earliest Times to the Present, OUP 1984, downloadable for free from http://mek.niif.hu/02000/02042/html/index.html 

Recommended site with Hungarian Literature in translation(s): https://www.babelmatrix.org/ 
Planned schedule:
	Week
	Date
	Topic for discussion
	Reading assignments
available from the google site unless otherwise indicated

	1
	12 Feb
	Introduction to the course and the language
	-

	2
	19 Feb
	Early Hungarian writings 
	create multiple choice questions in groups / individually – 5/head for class on March 1st.

	3
	26 Feb
	Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque literature
	

	4
	4 March
	Enlightenment and Reform Age
	

	5
	11 March
	Romantics, realists
	

	6
	18 March
	After the failed war of independence – escapism and decadence (the post 1849 era)
	

	7
	25 March
	The urbanists vs the nationals. Illusions at the turn of the 19-20th century
	

	8
	2 Apr
	The coffeehouse culture and the decades of the journal Nyugat (West): between the two world wars: 1919-1939
	Field trip? Explore New York Café / Gerbeaud Café / Csészényi

	9
	8 Apr 
	Easter break 
	

	10
	15 Apr 
	Easter break
	

	11
	22 Apr
	The second half of the 20th century: the Socialist era
	

	12
	29 Apr
	Contemporary literature: post-1990, with a focus on female poets
	Deadline for all 3 home assignments: May 6th (they may be submitted earlier 😊)

	13
	6 May 
	Kahoot
	

	14
	13 May
	Grades and mutual feedback
	


