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Originally, the history of Szer (the eponymousagstof the examined family) made
me become interested in the history of the Szesaffdamily. To my surprise, the latest
discussion about the medieval owners of the village written by Janos Karacsonyi who
dedicated a chapter on the history of the Posafi’kis academic dissertation published in
1897. So as | spent more time by examining the Ifaimstory at completeness, it became
clearer that the research would provide a widegeaof knowledge about the Pdsafi's that
goes beyond local history results which I initialiyended to cover.

The significance of the Szeri Pésafi family liest particularly in their ownership of
Szer, but in the fact that they used to play aiagmt role during the middle ages and that
they used to be one of the most influential familgg the South-Alfdld region. Due to the
excellence of the family founder, Szeri P6sa asddeiscendants, the Pdsafi’'s managed to rise
from the stratum of medium landowners. Their weallld prestige made it possible for them
to gain a foothold amongst the castle-owning nqldesocial group in medieval Hungary that
used to be a relatively prominent stratum betwaerptestigious barons and wealthy medium
landowners. The status and role of the families idlonged to this group were special since
they often had the chance to have a share in palargh to lesser extent, but at least further
political and social rise was attainable for them.

In my dissertation | have examined the history paolitical role — interrelated to the
social background — of the Pésafi family as an eplarof the castle-owning nobles from their
first recorded mentioning (1306) until the maleelidied out (1471). | intended to identify
and investigate how much certain historical evamd circumstances, together with the way
how the family responded to them, influenced anatrdouted to the developing status of the

family.

The research method | used in the course of maktiegdissertation was data
acquisition aiming at completeness. In additiorthie special literature about them, | have
examined primarily the Pésafi archives that presgmimost 300 charters. On the other hand,
| acquired data from the records of authoritativeal and ecclesiastical bodies along with
family archives near their estates in Southern ldmpngDiscussing the family history, instead
of applying the traditional approach, that is, dealwith possessory actions (often lasting for
many years) in details | concentrated on the hysémd political role of the family members



in both local and general events which examinatwas interrelated to their social
background. The source base | finally gained, wiebame much broader than the one used
in the former publications, enabled me to sorttbet relatively abundant data from primary
sources in accordance with the principle above. ditverequired the use and combination of
various research methods and approaches as wk agouping and selection of the data of
legal cases recorded in the documents in terms @feagogy, archontology and
prosopography. Furthermore, sometimes the dataldmulised to find and locate the sojourn
of family members as well. These means helped deeatification of the leading family
members and the compilation of their biography i(tldfices and duties, their roles as
retainers, family relations) through which the fgnhistory was to be introduced. Although, |
intended to highlight these aspects of their histdhe dissertation does not exclude the
examination of their possessions. The originaltioceof the Pdsafi’s wealth was in Csongrad
county but as time passed by they managed to enthayr assets in the southern counties as
well (Arad, Krassd and Temes) which highly detemxdirtheir social status besides providing
them with power and prestige. The paper, therefacdydes a data store on their estates and
concerning affairs which summarises their possassime by one county wise.

It has to be emphasised that this dissertatiomdst¢o reach further aims, namely, to
serve as a reference for socio-historical workbatated in the future. With the study of the
Pdsafi family | am aiming at the organic processifignedieval families and kinships that
originates back to Janos Karacsonyi’s monumentakablished in the early J0century.

In line with this, the dissertation tries to prowithaterial for comparative historiography so as
to enable the composition of a comprehensive shbisimrical work about the medieval social
stratum, the castle-owning nobles. As far as refantly history or socio-history studies are
concerned (not a complete list: Erik, Fugedi: ElefanthyakPal, EngelA nemesi tarsadalom

a kozépkori Ung megyéehemibor, NeumannA Korlatkéviel, they focused rather on the
noble families of Northern, North-Eastern regiofsistorical Hungary. While in this respect,
the examination of the Pésafi’'s may bring a neweaspf approach, as the reader can have an
insight into the relations of a relatively poorlgalmented region of medieval Hungary, the

Temeskoz.

The dissertation has eight chapters. The firsuhes the introduction, the objectives,
the summary of the special literature about thelfartihe outline of the acquired sources and

a brief description of the research methods. Tihwers® chapter deals with the origin of the



family. The Posafi’'s descended from the Szeri lygeaf the time-honored Bar-Kalan

kindred, their closest relatives were the membéthe Elldsi family. They possessed jointly

their lands that lay along the banks of River Tispan Tiszaalpar to Szeged (including Szer,
where the monastery of the kindred stood — hengie tlame) until the autumn of 1329 when
they divided their estates.

All together there were six families that descenfteth the Bar-Kalan kindred, but it
was the Posafi family who managed to rise fromwealthy medium landowners. The third
chapter examines the background of that througtbibgraphy of Szeri Pésa (1306 11352).
In the early 1% century, similar to the majority of the impovegshdescendants of genteel
kindreds, P6sa might have started his career etamer of an oligarch. In his case, it might
have been Kan Laszlé who he served. As his lordyfelded to Charles | in 1310, PGsa took
the side of the monarch, who appointed him as #aellispan -bailiff) of Krassé county as a
honor in 1325, although, what Pésa had done tordeseis not known. He held this office
first together with the captainship of subordinatktles until 1346, while his second
bailiffship lasted from 1350 to 1352. Szeri Postdtekind of “position of trust” since the
honor of Krass6 used to be one of the most lu@ationors of medieval Hungary,
furthermore, it played a significant role in thdfafese of the country and served as a fine base
for the offensive campaigns as well. Therefore, plesition required utmost loyalty and
military experience from the bearer. As a bailii§ duties ranged from judicial issues to the
(re)population of desolate territories while hislitary activity was also outstanding. He
participated in the campaign against Austria in 8l2hd he was probably there at the
unsuccessful attempt against Wallachia in 1330aRdésmmanded his banderial units against
Serbia in 1339 and he was also siding Lajos | wikerdeployed troops in Transylvania in
1344. His participation in the first war againstpgss (1347-48), though, not anymore as a
bailiff, can be considered to be his greatest aryitactivity, and from where he returned in
1350. In exchange for his services — besides thenie he earned from the honor — he was
donated well with estates which made him able tabéish manorial centers (in Arad and in
Krassé counties) that his descendants developdbefuduring the years. All the factors
mentioned above contributed to his personal risd,@nsequently to the rise and growth in
the prestige of his family. He was always addresseahagister His office was significant
enough to enable him to get access to the royat eod, therefore, to become the member of
the second line of the political elite. For instanbhe was one of the members of the lay jury
who sentenced Felician Zah in 1330 after he had to assassinate the king, and probably he

had been present at the attempt in Visegrad as Wateover, his marriage policy also



reflects his social status and his ties with thercoSuch families became related to the
Pdésafi's due to Margit, the daughter of Pésa, the honor-keeper Szantai Béamily, and
later the Lackfi’'s, one of the most influential féies of the Angevin-era.

The fourth chapter focuses on the biographieseffive sons of Pdsa. Their father
had already paved the way for them, therefore, dn@ady had access to the royal court
during Charles I. All of them were addressedgisterfrom the beginning, what is more, the
highest title within the court attendants’ hierarcknight @ule mile$, soon appeared next to
their names, which shows that the sons of Pdsagbad reputation in the court of Lajos.
Janos (1326 1t1350) became the second office hofdiye family. The king appointed him
the head of Krass6 (1349-1350), and the same positias given to two of his brothers,
Laszld (1326 11363) and Istvan (1338 11382) frornlld8nd 1353. Meanwhile, Balazs (1338
1t1368) served prince Istvan, the brother of kingppgaand became the bailiff of Arad (1351).
Seemingly, it was only the youngest of the sibljng#lés (133811372) who never held any
office. Up to this point, the brothers’ career noty resembled much to their father's career
in this respect, but also in their military abiléyd activity. For instance, Janos participated in
the second campaign against Naples (1350), andglwhich Lajos granted new estates to
him.

It was the death of Szeri Pésa which brought & ghthe family history. None of the
sons of PGsa were appointed to any positions foosi 30 years, except for Istvan who once
became the captain of Mihald in 1362. Nevertheltgssr participation in the wars launched
against the Balkan states in the 1360s and 137889(1Serbia, 1365: Bulgaria, 1368 and
1375: Wallachia) resulted in donations (1360: Glell364: Gyirolthaza, in the 1360s:
Szentpadl, all three in Arad county) so finally, yheere able to maintain the prestige and
social status of the family. Occasionally, as aopifor their esteem, they were credited with
executing certain commissions from the court, wiile presence of Laszlé’s son, Janos
(1364 t1374) as an assessor at a general meetitidoyehe palatine for Krassé in 1370
exemplifies their high reputation amongst the lonability, not to mention the latter's
willingness to serve the Pdésafi's &amiliares As far as their estates are concerned, the
brothers never carried out a division on the familgxtending possessions, but they
administered them as if they had agreed on theesobgach family member. Laszl6 and
Baldzs oversaw the possessions in Krasso, Istvarregponsible for the ones in Arad, while
Miklés ran the estates in Csongrad.

The fifth chapter follows the eventful biography $feri Pésa’s grand- and great-

grandsons. The status of the Pdsafi family was ilyedetermined by the fact that no matter



how much wealth the family had around the 1380shaut higher offices and castles their
chances to get closer to the circles of the palitdite, the barons, were limited. Nevertheless,
by supporting queen Maria from 1382, the two sohdstvan, Miklos (1374 11385) and
Istvan (1374 11391/92) managed to hold two offifsesa while: they were the baliliffs of
Nyitra and Sztrecsény in Trencsén county (1384})erAthe coronation of Sigismund of
Luxemburg, Istvan was appointed as the head of @&dn(1391), while his brother, Péter
(1382 11423) was often present in the attendantleeoking between the period of 1387 and
1403, which evidently show that Sigismund had tinghe family members. Moreover, the
donation of Ménesi (Arad county) to them in 1398 edso be considered a sign for their
fortunate status. Despite their efforts to becoramis, their wealth and their ties with the
court enabled the Pésafi’'s to manage to remain reesntf the second line of the political
elite.

During the coup against Sigismund in 1403, Pémrdsbn the side of the king, while
his nephew, Gyodrgy (junior), the son of Istvan,9431431) supported the pretender, Laszlé
of Naples. For this reason, Gyorgy was granted ##eged castle and the possessions
pertinent to it, although, the realisation of tlendtion never happened. However, the family
got Hodos with its enormous possessions in Temastgaaround 1405 which made their
status amongst castle-owning nobles firm. To soxten¢ it was strange since the title
egregius which appeared before their names in the recoddediments around this time,
clearly justifies their place in that group everHiddos was &astellum(a fortified mansion)
instead of a castle. It looks as if their role @miner at the most significant lords of the period
determined their social status. First they servgu ®zorai (from 1404 to 1412), then the
despot of Serbia, Istvdn Lazarevics (from 1412487) and finally the Talléci family (from
1428 to 1439). The dissertation analyses in detidiés status of the family members
interrelated to their political and military rola the second half of the Luxemburg-era. The
contemporary head of the family, Péter and hishemtGyorgy (senior) (1385 11423/24) both
played an active role in the fights against Bosmd against the threatening Ottomans in the
15" century (1407, 1409, 1413, 1423) since it wasr tti@nini who were responsible for this
task. However, the two appeared in the campaighddecrush the Hussites in Bohemia as
well (1420-21, 1422). In addition to these, Pétaswamongst the ones who sealed the Polish-
Hungarian peace treaty at Lublo in 1412 and he alss one of the tax-collectors in the
south-eastern counties who had been nominatedliecicthe tax levied in order to pay the
ransom for Maréti Janos and three other barons4it61The biography of Miklos’s son,

Gabor (1389 11440), who was also a nephew of RéIGyorgy, starts in this chapter, too.



First, he appeared as bailiff of Torontal count$dQ-21), then he became the head of the
family in the mid 1420s after the death of his esclAround 1428 Gébor chose to serve the
Talléci family, by which he could get in contacttivifamilies like the Hunyadi, the Szilagyi,
the Guti Orszag and the Gersei Patho later played a significant role in the histarfy
Hungary from the second half of the™&entury. The relationship with the latter familigst
stronger as they became relatives since Gaborghtiexs (Erzsébet, Katalin és Agota) got
married to a member from each families but the HnyAfter the death of king Albert,
Gabor took the side of Ulaszl6 (he visited the dibtch elected Ulaszlo king of Hungary in
1440), but he unfortunately died in the armed conthat developed soon after the coronation
of the new monarch.

The sixth chapter deals with the life of Gaborsn,sdanos (1414 11448) and
especially with the life of Gyoérgy Jr.’s son, Istv§l428 t1471), who were the last male
members of the Pdésafi family. They both particidaite the consolidation of Ulaszlo I's
power. Janos’s life is less documented, but histhdeaight be linked to the battle of
Rigome® (Kosovopolje). Istvan, however, joined the retirafeUjlaki Miklés, thevajda of
Transylvania during the confused period of the mif century and he became one of the
leadingfamiliares of Ujlaki. The offices he held clearly shows thie was the vice of Arad
from 1444 to 1445, the vice of Csongrad and theaia of Szeged in 1445 and last but not
least, he was once the captain of Nandorfehérvddbs. Due to the resolution of his lord,
Posafi Istvan supported Laszlo V in the 1450s,eloee, he (once again as the head of
Csongrad) got involved in the fights against thenyadi-party like in 1457 as documents
such as the amnesty letter of Matyas (1458) mertidhen Matyas came to the throne, he
finally pledged loyalty to him. Istvdn was given aesty and he could keep his possessions,
but in the future he never participated in natigualitics. However, he remained active in his
local neighbourhood where he husbanded his possssgjot involved in legal cases, and
furthermore, he appeared as Jan Giskra’s vice afl A&ounty in 1464. With his death in 1471
the male line of the family died out. There is gaate sub-chapter demonstrating the
struggle of the female line, especially the GutsZag and the Gersei Bdamilies, for the
family estates.

The seventh chapter covers the cultural aspedtenfrivestigation as the plan of the
seal used by the family, which shows a lion risirgm a crescent moon or crown turning to
the right hand-side, could be reconstructed. Du¢heo result, the number of the known
medieval family seals increased since we could sdpine former description of Csoma

Jozsef about the seal of the Pésafi's with cleadaence. Moreover, the reconstruction enabled



us to make cautious supportive justifications anvlews about the lion coat of arms used by
the Bar-Kalan kindred present in the special litea The last chapter is a data store showing
the changes in the family property by counties setitiements. The dissertation ends with an
appendix consisting of two chapters, which contdi@ pictures of those eight seals that
helped the reconstruction of the plan of the faraédgl as well as a family tree of the male line
of the Posafi's.
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Conference presentations:

April 26, 2012  a presentation held at the sessfdhe Hungarian Heraldry and Genealogy
Association with the title: The Szeri Posafi FamidyThe History and
Political Role of a Wealthy Noble Family in the"4.5" Centuries

June 30, 2012 a presentation held at Opusztasziegadhe 8' Meeting of the Archers —
Shower of Arrows 2012 event with the title: The S8®safi Family — The
Possessors of Opusztaszer in th8-14" Centuries



